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Current Situation of Politics and Religions in U.S.A.
Introduction

Ada Taggar Cohen

In this issue we have assembled three contributions under the title “Current
Situation of Politics and Religions in U.S.A.,” the result of a program initiated by two
CISMOR research fellows: Prof. Hisae Nakanishi (Graduate School of Global Studies at
Doshisha University, researcher of contemporary Middle East politics) and Dr. Anri
Ishiguro (JSPS researcher at The University of Kitakyushu whose main interest is in the
religion of American Jews as part of the religious amalgam of contemporary American
society). To a paper based on a public lecture by Prof. Satoru Nakamura (Graduate School
of International Studies at Kobe University) we joined a workshop paper by Prof. Saho
Matsumoto (College of International Relations, Nihon University) in order to offer a view
on the political and religious situation in the U.S.A. before and after the critical elections
of November 2020, which resulted with the loss of the White House by the Republican
Party.

The two papers by the guest scholars were delivered by Prof. Nakamura on October
31%, 2020 and by Prof. Matsumoto on March 21%, 2021. For this issue these two lectures
have been extended into articles, and in addition, an article by Dr. Ishiguro was included
to widen the scope on the religious and political scene in the U.S.A. today.

The public lecture delivered by Prof. Nakamura is entitled in its article form: “Aim
of U.S. Foreign Policy for Arab-Israel Normalization: Decoupling from China and the 21st
Century War Model.” The article includes an important view of the success of the U.S.A.’s
global strategy by the “normalization of relations” between Israel and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) under the Trump administration. Israel is one of the world’s most
technologically advanced countries, and the Middle Eastern states hold the world’s largest
oil reserves and thus enormous financial power, therefore a shift in hegemony might
happen if the U.S.A. does not act in order to prevent China from interfering economically

in the region. China has actually been trying to tie economic relations with Middle Eastern
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countries including Israel since 2017. The creation of the alliance between the Arab states
and Israel is still in its infancy as I am writing this introduction, and the future of these
relations may depend on the U.S.A., Iran and Russia’s political and economic relations.

The framework of the workshop offered a lecture by Prof. Matsumoto entitled as
in the article: “The Formation of U.S. Catholic Conservative Voters.” While offering a
resume of the background of Catholicism in the U.S.A. over the last hundred years and
more, the article describes in detail the status of Catholics in current U.S.A. politics. In
the recent elections of 2020, the strong division between “traditional” Catholics — mostly
supporting Trump — and “reformist” Catholics — supporting Biden, was crucial to the
results of the elections. By presenting accurate figures regarding the last elections, Prof.
Matsumoto concludes with the statement that the “Catholic vote and the presence of
Catholic conservatives will continue to have a major impact on American politics and
electoral campaigns in the future.”

The third paper included in this feature section is by Dr. Ishiguro and places the
third monotheistic religion in this “political and religious” context, i.e., the one relating to
American Jews and is entitled: “American Judaism Today: Polarization of Affiliation to
Political Parties in the United States and Diverse Views on the State of Israel.” During the
regime of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, the attitude of American Jews toward
Israeli politics regarding the Palestinians started shifting and some of this movement was
reflected in the recent U.S.A. elections. Ishiguro’s paper offers a background to the Zionist
and non-Zionist aspirations of Jews, specifically relating to the Reform Movement among
the different religious and non-religious groups of Jews in the U.S.A.. After presenting
detailed changes in the current tendencies of American Jews in regard to political stances,
Dr. Ishiguro concludes by saying that there are many different ways of dealing with the
State of Israel today, in the U.S.A.. With the exception of a few Orthodox groups, Jews in
the United States, regardless of their religious affiliation, share a critical view of the
current Israeli government's settlement activities in the West Bank. Israeli actions towards
the Palestinians’ rights became more critical in the considerations of young Jews during
the November elections of 2020.

The three papers offered in this issue of JISMOR 17 will hopefully set up for the
readers the background and the future to the understanding of the politico-religious

situation in America of 2021-22 and beyond.

Kyoto, January 15, 2022
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Aim of U.S. Foreign Policy for Arab-Israel Normalization:
Decoupling from China and the 21st Century War Model

Satoru Nakamura

Abstract:

Arab-Israeli normalization has been explained as a product of the marginalization
of the Palestine issue and the loss of Arab solidarity. The motives of Arab states that shifted
their national priority to their own national interests has been interpreted as the formation
of cooperation to counter threats by Iran and Turkey, which had launched interventions
into Arab countries. The Arab nations and Israel aimed at recovery of their economies,
which were severely damaged by the Corona pandemic, through the promotion of trade
and investment stimulated by “normalization.” However, it would be erroneous to attribute
the motives of the U.S. to mediating “normalization” only as the personal ambition of
Donald Trump. This paper will examine the question of whether “normalization”
contributes to the U.S. Middle East and global strategies.

Is “normalization” a success of the U.S. global strategy? After 2017, the diplomatic
priority of the U.S. has been to maintain superiority over China and to decouple the U.S.
and its allies from Chinese enterprises. The U.S. set the India-Pacific region as the most
strategically significant one. Accordingly, the U.S. mediated “normalization” in this
strategic context. Israel has been one of the most advanced technological powers, and the
Middle East countries possess the largest oil reserves and huge financial power. Thus the
U.S. wants to strengthen economic and military alignment with them.

After 2018, the U.S. requested Israel and the Arab countries to decouple their
economies from Chinese enterprises such as Huawei and ZTE. The U.S. requested Israel
to exclude Chinese enterprises from management of Haifa Port, in which the U.S. 6th Fleet
harbors. While Israel and the Arab countries recognize their dependence on the U.S.
military superiority in the region, they have no intention of relinquishing their economic
interests with China. Thus Israel and the Arab countries believe they can rely on the
security provided by the U.S. and still enjoy economic profits from dealing with China.

In particular, “normalization” has strengthened economic and technological
cooperation between the UAE and Israel. This environment promoted cooperation among
India, the UAE, Israel, and the US, which in October 2021 formed the economic forum
referred to as “QUAD in the Western Indian Ocean.” This unofficial military alignment
between the two sides seems to have quieted the atmosphere in the sea near the Bab
Mandeb Strait. Nevertheless, the UAE and Israel still did not take any step toward
decoupling themselves from China.

One year after the declaration of the “normalization,” this is a step forward for the
U.S. Middle East and Indian Ocean policy, but serious constraints were revealed in its
global strategy.

Keywords:
U.S.-China Relations, Arab, Israel, Normalization, War
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The Formation of U.S. Catholic Conservative Voters

Saho Matsumoto

Abstract:

The United States was founded by the Puritans and other Protestants, and thus
Catholics have always been a minority. During and after the Irish Potato Famine of 1845,
due to the influx of Irish Catholic immigrants into the U.S., the Protestant majority felt
threatened, and thus Irish Catholics were subjected to social discrimination. However, this
tendency began to change after Pope Leo XIII's Encyclical Rerum Novarum in 1891,
which was delivered to support working-class rights and to counter Marx’s Manifesto of
1848. When the Russian Revolution of 1917 led to the foundation of the Soviet Union,
non-Marxist social democracy became an important political ideology within the Anglo-
Saxon world as an alternative to Marxist revolutionary ideas. Roosevelt’s ‘New Deal’
policies were favorable to the Irish, Italian and Polish Catholic working class in the U.S.,
and they helped to reduce discrimination against Catholics in the U.S. However, when an
Irish Catholic, Al Smith, who had managed to become governor of New York, stood for
the presidency he was subjected to bitter slander. The U.S. had to wait until the height of
the Cold War, and the 1960 election of John F. Kennedy as president, for this
discrimination to pass. At this point, the Catholics as a minority supported the Democratic
Party, but this tendency soon changed.

In order to understand the Catholic vote in the US, it is important to acknowledge
what has happened in the Catholic Church as a whole and the Vatican since the 1960s. The
most significant thing to note is that the Catholic Church has been split since the end of
the Second Vatican Council in 1965. Also known as Vatican 1I, this assembly was in
session from 1962 to 1965, as one of the most important councils in Christian Church
history, and it led to profound changes in the structures and practices of the church. As
Pope John XXIII declared, ‘aggiornaménto,” in other words, ‘the church needs to be
updated,” and many of the Council’s decrees did bring the church into the modern world.
Although these reforms were welcomed by many people and priests, it led to internal
disruption within the hierarchy, a conflict said to be greater than any other in the history
of the Catholic Church since the Protestant Reformation. Some argued that the Council
did not go far enough, while others maintained that its reforms went too far, too fast. In
the decades following the Council, liberal and conservative Catholics were divided over
interpretation of its decrees.

These divisions between pro-Vatican II liberals and anti-Vatican II conservatives
within the Catholic Church also overflowed into the political world, particularly into US
politics. A number of influential US Catholic figures such as William F. Buckley Jr.,
Russell Kirk, and Antonin Scalia were anti-Vatican II Catholic conservatives, and the
political conservatism that they espoused had a considerable influence in the periods from
Goldwater to Reagan and from George W. Bush to Donald Trump.

Keywords:
Catholic, Conservatives, Irish, Swing Votes, Religious Lobby
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ZHRMEICHIER T 5, BUE, R A PEHTIE, VA=A AICEHLT oD
IS DPITNS, KT, EVA =AM E LTONEERLTWLEHEDDFD
—J5 . The Association of Reform Zionists of America & W o HEKICR 6N 5 X 91T,
(VA=A ] ZAMT L7 ELEZLRFEL TS, LL, A=A+ TbHD
ERLTWVTH, 4 AT VEFZOBORIZERY TR, RLATFFBIUAS
AT XV OMERINHICETFTE 2 EEZRECEIT TV D EREETHY, 20
FICBW TV A=A Mg L o@aANH 5 2 L 2R T 5,

*¥—7J—F
TAVIOAZYH, SR, A=A L A AT UVEE, ERHF
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American Judaism Today:
Polarization of Affiliation to Political Parties in the United States
and Diverse Views on the State of Israel

Anri Ishiguro

Abstract:

This short paper aims to examine the relationship between religion and politics among Jews in
the United States. Due to the length of the paper, | cannot go into detail; however, I will introduce some
current research trends (as of the end of July 2021).

The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution protects the right to practice religion in the
public sphere. American Judaism has become interwoven into the American religious landscape.
Although followers of Judaism are a minority in the U.S., they are permitted to run Jewish day schools
and can freely buy and sell kosher products. However, as a result of the modernization and
secularization of Judaism, the Jewish law, Halakha, is no longer prioritized by Jewish groups in the U.S.
except among the Ultra-Orthodox.

American Judaism today is very much developing into a diverse community. Numerous
denominations of Judaism are represented, namely the Ultra-Orthodox, Orthodox, Conservative,
Reform, Reconstructionist, and other branches. Moreover, various ancestral backgrounds are also
represented, such as Ashkenazi, Sephardi, and Mizrahi Jews. The role of the synagogues also differs
among these different groups. These differences themselves vary by geographical location. In New
York City, groups are divided primarily by denomination and background. Conversely, the situation on
the West Coast is more diverse. Excluding the Ultra-Orthodox branches, there are more
non-denominational synagogues on the West Coast than in New York City. Many Ultra-Orthodox
people live in New York City rather than on the West Coast, which is in line with the different histories
of immigration.

First, I will describe the political trends in contemporary American Judaism, using the results of
a recent report on American Judaism that was published by the Pew Research Center in May 2021.

Second, | will discuss the current attitudes of Jewish believers regarding Zionism and the
policies of the State of Israel, particularly concerning the settlements on the West Bank. | show some
cases, namely Reform Judaism, Conservative Judaism, and Orthodox, focusing particularly on the case
of Reform Judaism, which comprises two main political camps: non-Zionist and Zionist. The case of
the Association of Reform Zionists of America shows the differences in the attitudes of the Zionist
groups that support the drive for settlement activity in the West Bank.

The key point in the present paper regards the interpretation of Zionism by those in the Reform
camp. Although it would seem that the main difference lies in the attitudes of Reform Zionists and
others, consensus also appears in support of Palestinian rights along with Israeli rights.

Finally, 1 will discuss research trends regarding the tendencies of the two camps of the
American Jewish community in their attitudes toward affiliating with U.S. political parties.
Non-Orthodox Jews tend to support the Democratic Party, while on the other side, Orthodox Jews tend
to support the Republican Party.

Keywords:
American Judaism, Diversity, Zionism, the State of Israel, Two-State Solution
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1. [FC&IC

AT, LV DT 2T YEHA~DORBER DB NALITELAEY T, #6 Mk
DT AV BBIFDA AT ZI)VBIRASDFAGCA AT /L0 HREEGRIZ)T 2 Wi
DEIZDOW TN T 5L, e BHIBEORR B, AR CIIFEMRaEmIsEse 5%
RN, ATRBZRER Y RIS BB SR A R L 7o, AR 2021 427 A RETO
RIS TS A2 BRTY Lz,

2. MEADLABATNEDNT

Pew Research Center (LA T, B =—WFJE0T) OHEFHI KL D & BUEDOIEKR XY A
OHUFF L 750 TN (ZDWN, 18 Ll kix 580 T A) TH D2 Fiz., American
Community Survey ¢ 2014 =725 2018 22T CHEME SN HEIC K-S &, T A Y
ADONAD D Ha Y NI 24% % HHTWDH EHE L TWAHS, 2019 4F 11 A 19
HOEE 6 A 3 HIZHTTAHUyTA v EA— N ETEENIREICLDE, 7
AVDTEFED 183 LD XY ND 13% N REBICL - TALEZERL TNDHH
YA (Jews by religion)] TH 2 EEEL, 2D D 27%I1X RHEICL > THL & ER
L7awn= 4% A (Jews of noreligion) | & W9 fERIC/R o724 BFIX, T=24F] &
ITAT T AT 4% [2XZVH LW ERTEHRL, TA=V T 4R kIT L -
THHZATWDHIALTHD, BEORNIIHER X YR THDLHZ L, HDHWIE=
HXN/ YL OB A L OF ., 2 XY ULDOBEENBRE DO RN TE LB NS
FNTND, HIEIOE 2 —HFEETOFERE R (2013 4F) LT 2 & BH O R
TIHRHE->TACERE LRV X VYA %L TNEZ L2258,

TR (=) BIOREHERTIE, ZVIHICYEEIR (Reform) 37%., RSk
(Conservative) 17%. 1E#EJR (Orthodox) 9%, & D] 4%, TFFEDFRIRIZITE L T
IR 73 32%IT 72 o7, 2013 AEDFHARG R LT 5 & SR, T2 0t TR XD
MEEEOFZIRICITR L TR LR L2 MIcEm Lz 2 Lokt L, Ef
IR ERSFIRIZDT TR LTS (R L1EBH) & EFIRERTFIRICET 224 Y A
D Y%N FHIZL->THLEZERL TS EEZELTWDIDIIK L, WHIRICE
THHTANTIEBWICE EF o TWD, BHEIRITEMIRRCRSFIRICHRT, AR
AL R RN L T, Y - TAT U T 4 T 4 B ZDEEPRNE S 252,
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R1 TAH- A5V ANDRIRA DS

20134 20204 HIEIOFHZ (20134F) B0
B R 35% 37% 72%
{RSFIR 18% 17% 1%
EREIR 10% 9% 1%
Z DA 6% 4% 2%
FEE DRIRICIR SR 30% 32% 72%

Hi #:Pew Research Center DU T DR EE A £ & ITFERL

- “A Portrait of Jewish Americans,” 2013, p. 10.

- “Jewish Americans in 2020: U.S. Jews are Culturally Engaged, Increasingly Diverse, Politically Polarized
and Worried about Anti-Semitism,” 2021, p. 9.

E o2 — e O EFRLORMEHTIB W THEET 2 & X, EMIR (Orthodox) D727MZ
B BMNDITN—T N AS>TNDHRTHD, DFEV, BHEBEA LRSS b
L% 5% 1 AN ZBURIEHIR (Modern Orthodox) Dtz ikie /' L—7 & | a7
XY HBOEREFSTFL, MABOII 2a=T 42 BKRTDHIETT AV IS LT
HEEAR L 9 LT ABIERIR (Ultra-Orthodox, Haredim) 23, [A CHSHH A D HIZE D 5
nTHEINTNBHY,

DT EEF, TAVIRA AT ZNDL Y NOFEHEMEST A =T 4 OFEFK
[ZOWTHEZ BN BFEL TE/-, C+ 1+ U7 A< (Chaim |. Waxman)
b, Ea—WRFART [ERIRI OFICWbP 5BERIKRGEH N TS RE
L TV DM, FFEFTOXZICROND LI, T AU DX YEHIZHOWTEE
HNBES. TIERYR (Orthodoxy) ) 7> [Z 5 TldZewy ] MT SN CRELNDL A
WL ZOZLRT AV AZBT DERIROTOLHEEZ RERICSHETLED
BAENHD, S R+ U7 A A< (Steven R. Weisman) 1%, 2018 FEICFIfT L= FE
The Chosen Wars @ i1 ¢, BURERIRIC A B D REHRESC B 2 OFELOE L, 4otk
BT D AR SICER L, A HOEFRIROERDOEEES L% 5 DHRIT OV TR
L CWBE, oAz BT 2 AfiE L LT, BRIEFKIRD 200 HIRSFIRC
FIRIZIWVER 28T 7 V=7 BAETTETCWDHY, SLITHBIEFRIR W 2L 07
N—=TZ i TEY, £ 1ICHLRIR (F—7) ORGSR, EEOLY
YHIIZHETH D,

FiRo LBy o MAIZE LT, BURIERIRO —H A U IRORSTIRIC T
SWTWAIHA R & 5 — 57T, BURIERMIR & BIEFRIROX /3O T, T, A
WORBEB LA DELTNDLZ EIIEETE RV, J V=)L bA ~v— (Jack
Wertheimer) 1%, 33 The New American Judaism (2018 45) O T, BURIERIROT
A+ A7 =V TIHBEFRIROEMBEA END Z LIXLL<HDT B, Zhboo
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BlfE OBEOVIZEY | EELDPBIERIROA = U7 RLMEDTHDOEIF U —
~NFONDLEVIAEERE O AELHD LB TND, I OIZBIRIERIR & IEFIR &
DRV L T, “neo-Haredi” & FRIIINL D J N —T7HEL TETWVBY, Tz b
A~ —DRMIZHED 72 HIE, BURERIR & BIEFIRD H W TZIZE] 23 T 72 BESHR
N—EEEE L CHDDTH D,

ZNODFRIRMDZEDIEN, T alF o —RNAT 7 7T 4 =R EDOH
FHIEOEWNIL>Thbaa =T 40 Fa—I B Tnsg, HEICETS
BEFE LR, K 66% BT v arFV—%, A77 77 4—I% 3%, IATb—A
T 1%. MEEIRC>TWD] LEE LRGN 6%I2725, ZA6ITMAT, Iy
NICHYTITED R LRIELEEN 1T%. Thhbiawn aEES] R 0dEd
M 8%IT7e > TWAH®, F7z, TGO East Bay ICEMFT 224 v AL DRIROAC
AR TRUN] BV EERBENE WO RERH DY, ZIUT—FIIEE ARV, T
WS HIERICEE D &, BRI —7 0, 2 2=FT 4 EREED
HRARENE S ICEDON DR EEET D, 2OXDZ TRV IO YH L5
Th, FIICESEYTHNIE - TYR, FOFEMITE>TL 5,

3. EEQASAVHEIZE T HBUARKENM
3-1. BEIRILT 514 VO IEHIRK ?

1930 FRLE, 7 AU B DX NITRFWZ ZFFT Dz hH -7, Ll
L IERIRITIERE 2 R A HAICH D 2 ERER I TWD, Ea—iF5Eiio
BT ORMERERTIL, ERIROBLZ 75% 082 XFFLT0D (RER R
20%., ME[EIE :5%), ZHUE, FOMOL LY EORIRO RKRSENR 5N & L
LM THLZ L EBIITHL (F22H),

R 2 RRAZFBREDEE

RN S 3 3 O, MBI
IEAEIR 75% 20% 5%
PRSFIR 28% 70% 3% *isce~
SRR 18% 80% 2%
FEEDOFIRIZES /2 22% 75% 3%

i #8:Pew Research Center DA F DR EE %+ & ITIERK

- “Jewish Americans in 2020: U.S. Jews are Culturally Engaged, Increasingly Diverse,
Politically Polarized and Worried about Anti-Semitism,” 2021, p. 160.

WRIZ TRERET AV AO2ZY N LT TH L) L) HAIERT

31



—IRECEBRAIZE 17 e

5 FIEEC A=) ERE LIEER XY NS OIE 572, IERIRISTIC

FEH LS G . KIGWRBOENS TREW] ThHERIZLERGN 2% ThdZ L
IR LC, [3EfdE) ThHDHEREIELIZHEGIE 60% Tho7c, IHIZ, TRFLE -
N T IKHERT AV D2 NI &> TR TH-T2h] L0 5 IRER
PRRIVIZBE LT, IRSFIRDS 35%., CHEIRAS 27%. [HRFE DORIRICIE S 7220 28 23%
ThHDHDITK LT, ERIRIL TT% B Th o 7o LREIZ L TWAH8, Z DR R
TR, ERROBWEFIW (BEIORMT7 7)) XFFOHABPARHTH DN, F
WY ERDDIE, T4 AT ZVICH L TKEFNTH D EVWHHBETHD, [
FGUTNA AT IR L TR Th o 72) L& LEEE1E. ERIR 94%.
SFIR 66%. R 63%, [EZIZHATB L TRV AR 53% L, ED7L—TItE
WTh, FEUERN =X LEZELTWD, [HERiEA AT =ikt LR
HITHD] LWOEBIZBEL L, RTIR, SEEIR, TEZITHFTE L TW2RWn) I
WIS N7 T HIBHEICK T HRIZER L IZFEDLRWEIET T =X ] LEIE
LTW%, Fhix LTERRIZ. + T FRIBAEICIRETIUT 94% N KA Th
L EEE LTz, L LR EZIFIRICE T D & T4 =R ) L[EE L72EIE1E 73%
~NETN-TWA, £, ERIRUSIDO 7 —TF 0808 TRERIL (( AFxTb
WXL TC) KR TH D) ERIZ LD, ERIRIZ17T%IZE EE > TV BHYE,

ERURIZ N T o T RIBUEIC L D4 AT = VTt 26 % 86%03a i L. B R
RIZOWNTH 68%DEIG TG L TV 22, LLE, FOmEZT THEr§ X, EHt
IRTZT N BARBE R (VDT N T TRIBHE~DOXFR) 2R L TNDH I EN
oMM TH DA,

J+ ¥ =—2 X (Dr. Joshua Shanes) I%, F¥—/LA - 1L (the College of
Charleston) T X Y EDOHHEZ Y . HOWBETFLIAZVYANTHDL, TAV IR
42§iwaNyF’ELt% ﬁfiﬁﬁﬁ%%:ﬁ&bfwéoﬁﬁlﬁk
BEL LTONENG ., EFEOIEFIRO LM ~DBREIZE T %5 % “The
Evangelicalization of Orthodoxy”% 75 {3 ¥ —7 /L The Tablet ’%ﬂgn L7, o T
eix, 2016 FDEE TIEMIROFHGE OFIEGRE T Y — - 7 U h i &?Lt
EWVWIHERE R LT, IERIRO IR R OMAIZ DN T, EFRIRDE S
{t. (Evangelicalization) L T\ % &HEHH L7722, L BIEMIRO A I 2 =7 4 QBEO’C
I%. 2016 FFDEZETZ DO RENILFIITHKE L7 & iR~ S HICBRIERIRD =
R2=T7 4BV TYH, NI U ORBEERIRD TN EITOWTHEZ D5 5N
DEC TR EZETTCND, Y= ANBHEEELTWD 0 TETIx, A
T URFFEIC L o TRLHIO RWESTTE RO 6D EMIRO > 2— 71X 55
BB LTS EZARITTE 2l _XTWB2E, i MBI L7 st #BiE
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FIRP L OEFRIRD I SFFOMATH L Z L, Elo AT (RER) FH
ITEE PN ENEZE L TWNWDEN) T ETHhD, ZHUTEICHERY BT = —f
FATIZ L D TEMRIRDILFH SR ThDH LW 2B AR LIfaHis R4 BT 5
LOTHD, Flo, Y=V XFLUTFTO SO HEEHL TN D, — S BIXIERTR
LBIEFIRDIERDIX 3 BIENT AV AHRIZ@E L. REPESDAI 2 =T 4
NI LR BREHE L TE 72 L W) R D 50N> o H D . —EDiE
EFIRD T 2 =T 44O EDOELY 2RO L5 1l TETNLHI ETH D,
THRER. o TERIR) (EFIRES X OB IERIRE &) 28, EBEIROT > 2+
VAT A I RTAT T 4T A BRICHIBLTNDZ & TH D,

ZITEY TEMIROEEIRIL] LW D5 DIE, ERIRD B & OLRSTFRYZR RLE % 4+
DODWFUZER L LD LT HEENZHONWTTH D, TO ORIz Hikim CTh
%o 7 AUH - T EFE#ES (Rabbinical Council of America) &7 7% > b« f AT
MEL 2019 FETIZ=2a—I—7 TOPEOHBLICKSEZRAL, 232=7 1
SOOI E TR ERIT 225 5%,

3-2. ZHBET HEMIKEFERIK : BNRLRAFFAOEROB RN S

EHE, Vb =a—a— 7 20NV RAFFA~NEHZ R L, 4 AT T)V[E
F O HEBORIZ U CTHEHT 2Kk Y N\OKRRHENLD, EIRROHMESE LTH
55 Jewish Currents DFRERE 2B H 5 A+ =Y = /b (Arielle Angel) HZD— A
T D, WL 2014 F-OH PRI, /L A FF A OHER|D 7= OHL#ETEB) % ik
FLTWD, =¥z /Uid, 202145 A 10 H 5 11 HEichoToA AT L &
INT—AD BN DO EREFEMHEEOE. D5 H 22 A, The Guardian (Z“Jewish American are
at a turning point with Israel” & VN 9 GEHF 2 5l L 722, 3 ReF D727 T, 2014 12
CUNYEAZHDH AR NAY— I VTN SV AT O OEHERIC
M UTZ IR DIV, EE DT D IERORY OIRZE L ZEHRT
D ENMAENHEEKETH T2 NH) ZEICONTHEERLTWS, Zhii=4
YATHDLLENWI ZEN, A ATTABIIZL DNV ATFFOEEEMEL VST
FENEWRITHEDH LMD THALEMGR] THD EWVIREMICENY, BLzED
DB SVWREND LWV ERICHMEG D & THHoedTH D, EhT
VWi, BRI SR U AR A f < 2 L idZe <L BlRIET A U Tk, Jewish
Voice for Peace?’<° IfNotNow?, 1 & U A CiX, Na’amod 72 EDIEE 2@ L C, =4 ¥
NDTATT 4T 4%Kk22E (BETHI L) 72<. BLERTHNHZ T
e L, AEIOEFRHEREOWMICZ T ALICL DNV AFF~OEH 2 m3 H )
EHICEESTND Z EEHE LT 5, %7 Black Lives Matter & 5 L | Palestinian
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Lives Matter ({29878 > 7= 8 25l L T\ %

—J . EFIRD 72705 ﬁ%héﬁ@ﬂ:i T AV DY N DR THRMA
IR Z > T D, B a—ifstpTOFAERE R TIX, [N Le v AFFEFE E
A AT TV AT T HiEZ AT 2 IR 2 | L0 WIS, ERTR
£ 68%2 [T&EZRV) LEZTNWDE, ZHIRSTIR, SR, TEZIZHETE LT
WRW ] BT D AAX DL BN [T&E5) LRZLEZ L EHBITH DN,
o — AT OFRERE RN S N2 ME, BIREWITAT T 47 4 2Ff> T
WD DEPIHDD BT, IEFRIRERS ZOMO 7 AV o252 Aoi4Ll
D, N AT S & OFRBY e AEDE BB RRELBNTND L) Z LT,

LLFDOFE 3 ICALND X HIZ, EEFRIROA AT )UKk 2 B 13RO AR5
MHEBHLENTHSL, IS ATV E2 X YORIZEZT2] L0 5B 87%D
ERIRDY T4 =) EEIZL TS, EFIRD 99% & W5 @mWEIET T (b5
ITEEGAE) 2EL TS L& ZT0D Z Ecxt L, T (52 WITBE )
EECT TR LEELTHLEEN, RFIRTIE 12%. SCRIRTIE 23%., T4f
FEDFRIRICE S0 T 36% TH2HZ L 2BE 2 TH, ERIRD Z ORIZEHR:RIX
D7 N—7L 0 bkEATTND,

=3 [ (REDARIILEEZ-IEEZDEE

AOLEORED T2 mxcunn | st Ty
IEATUR 87% 8% 1%
PRSTIR 46% 39% 12%
REXR 26% 49% 23%
FEE DRIRICIBI 72U 19% 42% 36%
i #:Pew Research Center DU F DR EE %A £ & ITFERL
- “Jewish Americans in 2020: U.S. Jews are Culturally Engaged, Increasingly Diverse, Politically Polarized
and Worried about Anti-Semitism,” 2021, p. 155. ¥FR3TIE [MEEZ IIHE KL,

3-3. HKHDZE

T AV IO YEHFIZZELYY, J- D+ ¥/ (Dr. Jonathan D. Sarna) 1%, AP i
EDA L HE 2—DRINT, ‘E%iofm57fUﬁ®nﬁ?A%®ﬁﬂvx%
TV HEAOERIZHONT, A XA T T /N ZTF G ORI xT 2 AR
DEVWRH L REHEHL 0D, PAFick D e, 1948 FED DN S| (5 —kF
WG BFICA AT 2R ELHEENO B BICS L SN EBEBELELR AT
WHHRIE, T4 2T = v oifaggit) 2T 2 Hh 523, HHFEBIX 1948 F0
Bz KR L TR b3, ALl %6@ifﬁw4X§IWJ&P54X~9T%D
HITRH T LTV T TOWREIIBIT DA ET DA A=V A AT TIIHEET D
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ZLIFTERNEN S,

F72[F AP BE OFLFETIL, NV AF TR ERPT L HEOH L LT, BUE, &
SFIROD L X Y ZBdh=2#% (The Jewish Theological Seminary) @ 7 B 5% = — A ZHTE T
% 25 DA, M- 7w 7 X —) L (Max Buchdahl) @O REZFEI LTS, 7 v 7
= bDaAIa=74TlL, 2021 F5 AIZA AT TN —ZADBHNEIZAEL
TeHEMEIZONT, A AT AHRPANAY—RIZLDu sy MRIZIEISND Z &
(IR Lo Db, NUAFFT ADAMERHEEE HET D LHFATVD, TOROE
RELT, A ATTNVIHRT AT (74T T 47 4 2P LT DO TIEAR
<. BURZHEHIL TV D | S 5RFH X 7=%2,

4. —ERKFEXRTHIRERD VA =X LERE

1978 RIZEXNL ST T A U AWITHB T HWHEIRD > A=A MK (The Association
of Reform Zionists of America, ARZA) L, 'SV AFF~OEilF 2R LN s, VA=
AL EWVORGBEBETCRNTAT YT AT 4 DBV FEWFETHHARTH 5%,
ARZA 1%, =¥ Y Ar B —[HKD—>ToH % JStreet (2008 4= 4 A% L) 734 AT ™
NDNEMBIR Z BT 2B LR C RSB EZ L > Tk, ZEFEFLZFRELTY
%o EEUIZ, T E-J-L- 1 /X (RabbiJohn L. Rosove) @ kX 512 ARZA 7211 T/
JStreet IZH TR L TWABEIRD T 130722 < 220 BITEO S EIRONS; & LT,
2017 FRIZFIRD T A Y 71« 7 EHRGEHRS D ARZA &aEd T EFIAF A2 FFT
HEHEH LTS, ORI, H$F7/7Ek¢%#F*I%%&ﬁJ®
AREMEICOWTER LI 2 L N RIC &Eﬁwi%&bfimﬁ%m¢ &
2L o T, T AU IRERE, iﬁmf@wf%tf*l% LfF) LW O BURIC
VIR LTS LRz, [ ZEZF R BRI Eé_&%%ﬁﬁé%®f%okﬁ
SEIZHY B B 2 —AfgE %mﬁEF%T|$§V7ﬁ423iwzﬂbfﬁﬁ%
Thotz) LR LI-WHEIRIT 63%IC Eo7-28, EBICIX, b T v 7RIBHEDBUOR
IR LTV TIERWZ &R, ZOFHNGHAND Z LN TE D,

(AT FRET HDITIE, NVATFFEE (OMSL) BETHDL ] Lk
LZDFX, 8- v YRORTFTA T 4w RIEN, £, T80 VN IA AT TN
2K DR (Jewish people) % Bk Lttﬁ"fﬁ@i ITHDHEERLEDIZHLT, B9
—ANDRFTHDLH = VIRBLO BRI RFEEZEZ D, ITASEOHA (I
=T AR 1Tl o Tk, BIERIRD K X fcﬁi”i.“%& ILTCWAHBIEDA R T )L
EZRICITEEERZD ZENTERNE BFES> TWDHY,
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4. BHYIZ

ARTIE. TAV IO X YEDOLERRBURZ MR L7206 IERIRD HFnw 32
OB ZFRD TWDDIZH LT, TDOMDEIR (Fv—7) ITETHHE DK
NERIERAZLELTCWDEZMERL, 7T AV IOA AT )VEBERICRT % AR
WTHIEMIRE DM E DHNWETIT LR EA T D REREM LT, £7127

B mYRXR=FOHFEFNIHHLND LI, BIE, TAV IO ZY AL ->TA
AT KT D REEAF I AR DE VT iof%ﬁﬁofm %, BIEDA AT T )V[H
FLEOMEAVWHIRITEINTH S, L L—HOERIRERE, 72U BB}
LY NTBBWTIL, ZORBRIFIBERORI L V—71TFRR <, BUE
DA AT T)VBURFIZ K 2 Va LI A~ O Y 72 AFEVEENZ B L CHERIBIZ L TV 5 i
FBELCWD EEZDEAH, BT ARZA OFEFNL, AMEHA~DOIEE D 720N
BHEOEWE RHTBIEFRIRO —IRPOAECTE 7 [EH A=A ) ORMREIX
B ERDLIPRICENT, 2 FYHIFREHRELENTNDLVF =R MBNEH T &
ERLTHNDHDTHD,

ARICHE 2 5N ZENT, B (7 AV DOBUREREH OF O XY HOBR
IZOWTIERT HZ & Thole, MIROHES L. o —HFEAT OFAR RICESE
7RI DRI O Z BT DITHEE Y | AT OMIN 2 32 2 SUIRSME LAY 75 57 B
THFHMIONWTIEBET L N TEhhole, ZHIZHOVWTIINOHERICE Z
AV /AN

b

4

VoV — BRI OB OTMAER R Q021 FFHT) ICkd e 1T AV IDaLv NZE-sTED

FORBEENECEZHETLH0) EWVIIWICH LT, SebEWEEDN [FRoa—2 FOid

B CWOHHTHY, 28T 76%DHIETH-T, ARMONELOEbY TEo L&, T4

AT T NA~DBIL) 1T 4B%ICRHESTEY , A ATFTED bR a—2 FofkRFEDHIC

BELAEWZ & 2R LTS, Pew Research Center (UL, Pew & #30) |, “Jewish Americans

in 2020: U.S. Jews are Culturally Engaged, Increasingly Diverse, Politically Polarized and Worried

about Anti-Semitism,” May 11, 2021, 64. PF_05.11.21 Jewish.Americans.pdf (pewforum.org)
(RHBE R 202047 A 31 A)

Pew, “Jewish Americans in 2020,” 50-55.

Pew, “Jewish Americans in 2020,” 52.

Pew, “Jewish Americans in 2020,” 8.

Jewish 1% [=2X ¥ AN) & T2 VHE OFEKREZZATOVD, WTINIIR LT H7

WTATUT AT A BRETHDRITHONT, A EEDY OEWL 0L, MURF] [24

YT AV BNELA AT T - me—] PRATRETE. 2016 42, 86-93 HA B,

6 BIEIOE = —HFFERTO A S (2013 ) IT 2V TiE, LU R 22, Pew, “A Portrait of Jewish

Americans,” Oct. 1, 2013, 7. https://www.pewresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2013/10/

o o~ w N
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jewish-american-full-report-for-web.pdf (F#&F'% H:2021 47 H 31 H)

Pew, “Jewish Americans in 2020,” 14.
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What "Muslim Zionists" Cast On:
A Trap of Dichotomy and the Ways to Recognize the Question of Palestine

Hani Abdelhadi

Abstract:

Among the various positions that can be taken on the Question of Palestine, the
position of "Muslim Zionists" that has emerged in recent years is particularly
characteristic. According to the existing understanding of conflict, it was common to
depict the major axis of confrontation between the "Palestinian Arab Muslim" and the
"Israeli Jewish" positions based on the ethnic and religious affiliation of the main parties
concerned. Therefore, Muslim Zionists are considered to belong to both positions, that is,
a position with self-contradiction.

At present, Muslim Zionist has not developed into an organized movement, and it
cannot be said that it has been systematized as a single thought. Reflecting on this, it has
not been subject to academic discussion. However, at a time when the solution of the
Question of Palestine has reached an impasse and certain alternatives are needed to solve,
the view of Muslim Zionists is worthy of attention as it can relativize existing methods of
understanding the conflict. In this study, discourses by major Muslim Zionists posted on
SNS were analyzed from the viewpoint of critical discourse studies.

In their discourse, which supports Zionism as Muslims, the first characteristic is
the existence of a multilayered dichotomy. Specifically, there is a dichotomy between
"democratic and tolerant Israel/Zionism" and "intolerant and violent Arab/Islamic world,"
and a dichotomy between "moderate and nonviolent true Islam" and "radical and violent
false Islam." In addition, a characteristic point is that there is an alternative and short-
circuiting logic in which the awareness of some problem in the in-group translates into
support for the out-group. And the justification for such logic is based not on an objective
assessment of the history of the conflict or the structure of oppression or violence against
both parties to the conflict, but a conviction shaped by personal and limited experience.
As aresult, their logic is seen as largely complicit in the oppression of the Palestinian side.

This dichotomous and “either-or” logic suggests implications not only to the case
of Muslim Zionists but also to our attitudes in dealing with all social and political issues.
As aresult, this paper points out that sustainable problem solving can only be achieved by
taking a critical attitude toward both in- and out-groups.

Keywords:

The Question of Palestine, Muslim Zionist, Critical Discourse Studies, Representation,
Oppression
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Reconciliation in Judaism

Martin Leiner

Abstract:

The topic of reconciliation in Judaism is still highly controversial. On one extreme side,
scholars claim that reconciliation is only a minor ethical commandment, whereas Yom Kippur
(Atonement Day) is about atonement and has not much to do with reconciliation. On the other
side, scholars see in the Yom Kippur tradition the essential source of all that Christianity, Islam,
and secularized Western ethics have said about reconciliation. In a critical dialogue with
arguments for the extreme positions, specifically in a debate with Martha Nussbaum’s
genealogy of forgiveness in her book Anger and Forgiveness, this presentation shows how
reconciliation with G-d, with the other, and with oneself has been developed since the Torah.
The interest here is to find the precise meaning of reconciliation in different eras: Torah,
Talmud, European Middle Ages, and the 19th and 20th centuries. These considerations lead to
various perspectives on Christianity, Islam, reconciliation studies and psychoanalysis. The
paper also introduces ideas from a new PhD thesis written at the Jena Center for Reconciliation
Studies (JCRS) by André Zempelburg.

Keywords:
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Introduction

I would like to renew an old academic custom by starting with a joke:

The joke is from Sarah Kofman’s book Pourquoi rit-on? Freud et le mot d’esprit (Paris 1989):
“Finishing this book today, on Yom Kippur, I cannot avoid reporting a Jewish story Theodor
Reik told us. Two Jews, enemies for a long time, meet each other in the synagogue on the Day
of Great Pardon. One says to the other: ‘I wish you what you wish me.” And the second said:
“You want to start again?’”

This paper will discuss Yom Kippur and the possibilities of starting something radically
new through forgiveness instead of staying within the limits of reciprocating each other’s
behavior.

This topic seems to be a historical one, and more or less an endeavor for specialists in
Jewish Studies. However, it is, at the same time, an existential topic that touches everybody’s
life. From early youth until old age, we all have to deal with what the French-Lithuanian Jewish
philosopher Vladimir Jankélévitch called the diseases of time: regret and remorse. Regret
makes us wish to have done something in the past. Remorse is the opposite feeling, when we
wish to undo what we have done. However, the past is irrevocable.! No human being can undo
what is done. Missed opportunities, failed relationships, and guilt and shame more or less fill
the hearts of everybody. This occurs despite whether it comes from time to time and very softly
or it comes so strongly that it becomes difficult to continue living with the feeling of guilt and
shame.

Individuals and times, cultures, and religions have their specific ways to regard those
feelings, give them their colors, understand them, and find remedies. The Mediterranean and
Japanese cultures may stress shame more than guilt, even if the stereotypical image of an honor
and shame culture, such as Ruth Benedict presented in her classical book The Chrysanthemum
and the Sword: Patterns of Japanese Culture (first published in 1946), does not fully
correspond to the relevant empirical data. In a kind of lucid moment, Benedict wrote against
the rigid pattern she described in other parts of the book: “The Japanese are both, and strongly
so: aggressive and peace-loving, warriors and poetical, rude and polite, stubborn and
adaptable; they are submissive but do not like to be ordered around, they are loyal and sneaky,
brave and scared, conservative and receptive to anything new. They are very concerned how
other persons judge their behavior [which leads to shame, M.L.], while they are plagued by
guilt if their misconduct remains undetected [which means guilt, M.L.].”?

Commonly, feelings of guilt and an intensive concern with finding a remedy for guilt

have long been characteristics of Christian history. Late Antiquity, with its doctrine of God’s
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Eternity and God’s identity with truth—Deus est veritas—made every past mistake not only a
problem in time but an eternal obstacle against communion with God. Augustin’s teachings on
original sin and the creation of the sacrament of confession created what can be considered the
most guilt and the most truth-centered culture in history so far.

Occidental Christianity has spread this view throughout the world. Since late Antiquity,
Judaism has been impacted as well. Through the centuries, Judaism and Islam could dispute
holding the second place among the world religions in paying attention to sin, guilt, regret and
remorse. Depending on our worldview, we may see this as an advantage of both religions, or
not. They may not be as greatly burdened with guilt and fear as Christianity was, at least not
in past centuries. However, if we dig more in-depth, we find different ways of awareness,
understanding, and giving importance, as well as different “colors” for similar social practices,
dealing with and finding remedies for regret and remorse in the Hebrew Bible and Judaism
and in the Qur’an and Islam, as well. Today, our focus is on Judaism. This presentation will
describe the different stages of Jewish interpretation of reconciliation through historical
periods.

The structure of the discussion is divided into six sections:

In the first section, “preliminary remarks,” several positions are exposed. The extreme views
that either reconciliation does not play a significant role in the Hebrew Bible and Judaism, or,
conversely, that reconciliation is a Judeo-Christian concept that other religions have imported
and adapted over the past few decades. As a third position, the paper will summarize Martha
Nussbaum’s genealogy of forgiveness in Judaism and Christianity based on her book Anger
and Forgiveness.® Nussbaum distinguishes between transactional forgiveness, unconditional
forgiveness and pure generosity. All three are prominent in all three religions, Judaism,
Christianity and Islam. The section will finish by defining and distinguishing different
practices as part of reconciliation and describing the three primary relationships, human-G-d
or transcendence, human-human, and man with oneself, which are always issues of
reconciliation.

With those positions in the background, we can better understand the specificity of
Jewish ways of approaching reconciliation. The second section tries to understand
reconciliation in the Hebrew Bible. The focus is on the relationship between G-d and His
people of Israel. The main question: What is the relationship between the sacrificial concept
of reconciliation and forgiveness?

The third section looks at Jesus of Nazareth and Saint Paul, who both wanted to be and

remained Jewish. The central thesis is that Jesus’ practice of forgiving the sick people he healed
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was an attack against the entire sacrificial concept of reconciliation. It was quite logical that
this led to opposition against the temple. Combined with other provocations against the Law
and the Roman Empire, this led to the process against Jesus and his crucifixion. After his death,
Paul and other early Christians conceived a universal understanding of reconciliation.

The fourth section discusses classical rabbinic views on reconciliation, starting from
Mishna Masechet Yoma. As in the New Testament, in rabbinic thought, reconciliation between
human beings becomes increasingly essential.

The fifth section starts with Maimonides and his reception of Mishna tractate Yoma and
draws out the storylines up to the time of Emanuel Lévinas.

The sixth section will summarize the results and ask the question of reconciliation with
oneself. It seems that reconciliation with oneself has become the most crucial form of
reconciliation for most people today. They experience the feeling that to forgive oneself takes
longer and is more demanding than to forgive others. However, reconciliation with the other

and reconciliation with G-d are still essential and need to be addressed.

1. Preliminary remarks

A. Concerning reconciliation in Judaism, we sometimes find two opposite extreme
positions. One claims that reconciliation is not a central term in the Jewish religion. It is said
to be a Christian concept, which cannot be understood except by the idea that man is
profoundly separated from G-d and comes to G-d by reconciliation. For Jewish people, there
is not such a profound separation. G-d elected them as part of the chosen people of Isracl. What
is needed is not for G-d to sacrifice his son or something of that kind but only to practice
teshuvah “repentance” and to return to obedience to the Law. According to Martin Buber,
Chassidic rabbi Bunan said, “The great human guilt is not committing sins but being able to
turn back to G-d, every moment and staying apart from him.”® Commenting on that text,
Dorothee Solle (1929-2003), a German protestant theologian who vigorously fought against
anti-Semitic traditions in Christianity and coined the term “Christofascism,” prefers the term
teshuvah to forgiveness. Forgiveness and similarly reconciliation, she argues, are cheap gifts
if they are not part of a transformation of hearts and actions. She was disgusted by Christians
who were following the Nazi party and believed that G-d forgives them without any change in
their hearts; she was further disgusted by Christian forgiveness as well and said that Judaism
sees this more clearly when talking about teshuva.* As celebrated on Yom Kippur only once a

year, forgiveness and reconciliation are only small parts and elements in a global process to
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transform the hearts lived in the middle of a community turning itself toward G-d. Teshuva is
a human decision, and it is at the same time G-d’s transformational action. Solle’s final word
in that chapter is a quote from the Hebrew Bible, where G-d has promised in Ezekiel 36:26: I
will give you a new heart and a new mind. I will take away your stubborn heart of stone and
will give you an obedient heart” (quoted from Good News Bible).

B. On the other side of the spectrum, we find authors who consider the entire Christian
teaching about reconciliation and forgiveness as grounded in Jewish presuppositions. Biblical
scholars from Tiibingen (Janowski, Hofius) underlined Yom HaKippurim’s fundamental role
in the Christian understanding of atonement and reconciliation. The famous passage in
Romans 3:25 directly refers to the relevant place on the Ark of the Covenant (kapporet) in Lev.
16. Paul proclaims justification by faith, which according to Luther is the center of protestant
understanding of the Christian message: “G-d has exposed him [Christ, M.L.] as the kapporet
to show His justice and to forgive the sins.” The contradiction between G-d’s justice and his
love seems to be the problem of both the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament: It starts in the
Hebrew Bible and finds a radical and surprising solution in the New Testament. Without the
“Old Testament,” the New Testament would be like ending a story without a beginning.

C. Even if both extreme positions A and B are impressive, they overlook essential facts:
In Antiquity, pagan cultures also paid attention to reconciliation and forgiveness. This cannot
be only and exclusively Jewish. Nevertheless, reconciliation and forgiveness are Jewish topics
because Yom HaKippurim is the highest holiday in Judaism. No other day is so holy, and on
no other day can the high priest enter the temple’s holiest area, never does G-d come so close
to his people as on that day. We have to look for middle positions, which reflect the similarities
and differences between Christianity and Judaism better than the extreme positions. In the
middle between both extreme interpretations, we find along with many others Martha
Nussbaum, an American Jewish philosopher since her conversion to Judaism in the late 1980s.
In her book Anger and Forgiveness, she develops a genealogy of our feelings and thinking
about forgiveness.® Nussbaum leaves behind the extremism of both positions. She speaks
about forgiveness as an impactful and independent topic in Jewish tradition. She starts her
book with a Greek tragedy passage, reminding us that forgiveness and reconciliation are not
exclusively Jewish or Christian topics but are very present in Ancient Greek literature.
Nussbaum writes about Aeschylus’ Oresteia, but we could refer to the much more well-known
Aristophanes comedy Lysistrata, where everything is about reconciliation, and even
reconciliation appears on the stage as a beautiful naked woman.

D. Both Jewish and Christian history can explain our feelings on guilt and forgiveness
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in a very similar way because both religious traditions include the two fundamental forms of
forgiveness: transactional forgiveness and unconditional forgiveness. Transactional
forgiveness is conditional forgiveness. It means that man has to fulfil requirements, or at least
follow a specific procedure to be able to receive forgiveness. The sacrament of confession with
its component parts of repentance (contritio cordis), confession (confessio oris), absolution
(absolutio) and satisfaction (satisfactio operum) is a typical example of transactional
forgiveness. Teshuva in medieval Jewish tradition is similar in so far as there are many
commandments to observe to receive forgiveness. Martha Nussbaum summarizes Jewish and
Christian thought concerning forgiveness: “Transactional forgiveness is the central theoretical
concept in medieval and modern Jewish philosophy (drawing on some biblical texts but
ignoring others). It is one of three highly influential attitudes in the Christian tradition and the
one that the organized church tends to prefer and codify. However, some less codified parts of
the Jewish tradition and some well-known parts of the Christian tradition also introduce two
different attitudes. One I shall call unconditional forgiveness; the other I shall call
unconditional love and generosity.”® Examples of unconditional forgiveness are in the Hebrew
Bible passages like Moses’ prayer for the people in Numbers 14.18-20: “Pardon, I beseech
thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast
forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now. And the Lord said, I have pardoned according
to thy word.” In the New Testament, Jesus forgives unconditionally when healing people
(Mark 2:9). Examples of generosity are The Prodigal Son’s parable, the lost sheep, and the lost
coin (Luke 15). For Judaism, Nussbaum cites Jewish composer Gustav Mahler in his
resurrection symphony. Nussbaum, in most cases, prefers unconditional forgiveness and even
more unconditional love and generosity, but she sees the positive potential of transactional
forgiveness.

Nussbaum's distinction between transactional forgiveness, unconditional forgiveness
and unconditional love/generosity helps us to see that we have to introduce distinctions in the
semantic field of reconciliation and forgiveness. There should not be one more or less
synonymous term for “whatever attitudes one thinks good in the management of anger,”” but
here we have a complex reality to discover. As a definition, I propose using the word
reconciliation for the entire process to rebuild “normal” and, if possible, “good” relationships
after grave incidents. “Normal” and “good” stand in quotation marks because the main
criterion of whether a relationship is normal or good consists of how the concerned partners in
the relationship talk and think about that relationship. If there were never normal or good

relationships, I would propose the word conciliation for the entire process of building “normal”
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and, if possible, “good” relationships after serious incidents. Forgiveness would have a
narrower sense: Forgiveness is an entirely process and acts to overcome the tendency to
revenge and resentment against others. This definition of forgiveness opposes an “instant,”
“one for all times,” or “forgive and forget” approach. Instant forgiveness is like a creation from
nothing (creatio ex nihilo). Instant forgiveness is possible, but it is much more divine
forgiveness than human. In most human cases, forgiveness is a long process with different
elements. Only the moment of decision to start something new and creative can be considered
one and unique. This is always the “divine” moment. As Hannah Arendt described in her
classic passage on the Human Condition: The moment of forgiveness is the experience of
freedom. “Forgiving, in other words, is the only reaction which does not merely re-act but acts
anew and unexpectedly, unconditioned by the act which provoked it and freeing from its
consequences both the one who forgives and the one who is forgiven.”® This recalls the joke
we related at the beginning of this lecture. Both enemies do not find freedom for a new
beginning. To understand forgiveness, we have to overcome reciprocative behavior and start
anew, creating a new level of freedom. In those moments, we are experiencing something
quasi-divine: creative freedom to start something completely new. In several theological and
philosophical traditions (Plato, Luther, Spinoza, Hegel), God shares many of his properties
with man; we can say that we are experiencing a divine moment in us and through us in the
moments of forgiveness. Along with Zempelburg (p. 254), Spinoza said in his Ethics (IV prop
35), somehow against homo homini lupus, Homo homini Deus: Man becomes “God” as a man
when forgiving the other. In most human cases, however, the process of forgiveness includes
setbacks and repetitions of anger and disappointment. There can even be punitive, humiliating,
and controlling aspects in several ways of forgiveness, and during several periods of
forgiveness, there are moments of excuse and explanation. There can be medium degrees
within forgiveness when forgiveness means to let go of the wish to revenge, but there is not
yet any trust in the other person as a moral agent. There can be reconciliation without
forgiveness because relationships can become better even if people are not ready to forgive.
There can be tragic wisdom, when people regret past actions even if there was no better
alternative. Above all those forms and stages of reconciliation and forgiveness, stands the
general insight that in most cases forgiving is hugely beneficial for both victims and
perpetrators. It leads to freedom and peace of mind. As forgiveness does not imply forgetting,
it includes transforming the narrative into a story about learning.

E. To summarize two preliminary results: 1. There are more cases of reconciliation

than cases of forgiveness. Forgiveness is more specific and includes a conscious dealing with
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past evil actions. 2. Reconciliation and forgiveness consist of different stages and are
experienced in many various forms. There is not one model or blueprint for all of them. Both
insights make the topic of reconciliation quite rich and diverse. But things are still a bit more
complicated.

In all those processes of reconciliation and forgiveness, we have to consider those
different relationships that are always present: The relation with the other person, the relation
with G-d, and the relation with oneself. In a more detailed way, we can describe the other as a
diverse reality: individuals, groups, organizations, generations can be distinguished. There are
main perpetrators, collaborators, bystanders, people who were more victims than perpetrators.
Alternatively, there can be direct victims and indirect victims with different distance to the
grave incident. Children, friends of the direct victims, later generations, somehow even every
human being, if we follow Martin Luther King, who in his letter from the Birmingham jail
wrote that “injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one
directly affects all indirectly.” The notion of crime against humanity encodes that universal
aspect.

One of the great events in philosophy these past few years was the publication of the
seminar “Le parjure et le pardon,” two volumes with teachings Jacques Derrida presented
during the years 1997—-1999. In those volumes, he created the term “pardonnance,” meaning
that there are situations where the original perpetrators and the original victims are no longer
present but where the need for forgiveness is still present in the situation and can be felt like a
crying need, and the answer is like a redemption.®

Working in more detail, we also have to include the inner group, which might support
reconciliation or fight reconcilers as traitors. Often the inner group is divided on that point,
either through direct fear by sanctions for people who chose reconciliation or through loyalty,
since better relationships with enemies are blocked for long periods of time. To complete the
list, we should not neglect the further need to consider our relationship with the non-human
environment, nature, and animals as a reconciliation dimension.

In the following, we focus on three relationships: Human-G-d, Human-human, and
Human-oneself. In this examination, we follow a PhD thesis written at the Jena Center for
Reconciliation Studies by André Zempelburg, “Verséhnung im Judentum.” Marburg: Tectum,
2019.10
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2. Reconciliation in the Hebrew Bible

The main text for reconciliation in the Hebrew Bible is Leviticus 16. The English
version calls it the day of atonement. In Hebrew it is Yom HaKippurim. The plural HaKippurim
shows that there are different acts of doing KPR (atonement). In the biblical text, we have three
sacrifices: first, the high priest sacrifices a bull for his and his family’s sins in order to be able
to enter the holiest part of the Tent. Second is the sacrifice of one goat, which stands for the
people of Israel. Aaron, the high priest, spreads the goat’s blood onto the kapporet, the place
of G-d’s presence in the Ark of the Covenant. The third sacrifice is the second goat, the so-
called scapegoat. Aaron puts the sins of the people of Israel on the goat’s head, and the goat
will carry all the sins into the desert.

There are many discussions on the meaning of KPR, but there is a growing consensus
to understand it from the Septuagint translation as forgiveness (Z 18-49). The three sacrifices
together lead to G-d’s forgiveness for the people of Israel’s sins. The three Yom HaKippurim
sacrifices express a deep understanding of how G-d’s forgiveness comes to the people of Israel.
It is not so different from Human-human processes of forgiveness. We can highlight five
similarities:

(1) G-d is offended by the sins; therefore, He makes the rules on how reconciliation
can be possible. Without acknowledgement of the offended rules, no reconciliation is possible.

(2) Aaron and the people have to follow G-d’s rules.

(3) The first sacrifice shows the difficulty of approaching the offended. Beyond human
analogy, the offended is Holy G-d. The People of Israel are too immersed in their sins to
approach Him. Only after a sacrifice for his own sins can Aaron approach Him without having
to die.

(4) The primary sacrifice is the goat's sacrifice, which is brought to the place where G-
d is present. The blood symbolizes life, in this case, the life of Israel. Coming close together
again is a crucial moment in forgiveness. This is the divine moment of reconciliation. It
happens once in a moment and makes it possible for all Israelites to distance themselves from
all sins of the entire year.

(5) The scapegoat rite symbolizes the transformation of the sinners. They remove their
sins and keep a distance from them.

Two elements deserve special attention: In Marta Nussbaum's distinction, the Yom
HaKippurim seems to be a case of transactional forgiveness. However, it is not. G-d does not
forgive because he receives the animals. G-d wants to forgive, but he gives rules that engage

the entire people of Israel. Through those rules, he forgives those who follow the rules. There
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is no give in order to receive (do ut des-logic) or economy of the gift, but this is just a rule
given by G-d to follow. A second element is that the sacrifice of the first goat already achieves
forgiveness. The confession of sins and the scapegoat ritual is not the precondition for

forgiveness but its consequence. Grace comes before human separation from sin.

3. Jesus and Paul on Reconciliation and Forgiveness

When Jesus of Nazareth started to preach about the Kingdom of G-d, the temple was
very active and attracted many thousands of pilgrims every year. The highest holiday was Yom
HaKippurim. It might not have been a conscious provocation, but when Jesus said to the
paralyzed man in Mark 2 that his sins are forgiven, he said something that led straight to a
deadly conflict with the established system. Mark 2:6 and 7 says, “Some teachers of the Law
who were sitting there thought to themselves, How does he dare talk like this? This is
blasphemy! God is the only one who can forgive sins.” With his provocation about forgiving
sins, along with his various criticisms of the temple and his provocation of the Roman Empire
when he announced the Kingdom of G-d, it seems clear that the establishment had to react.

The death of Jesus led to a new and profound experience of forgiveness. It seems that
the disciples left Jesus alone. There might have been acts of denial (St. Peter) and treason
(Judas). Nevertheless, seeing Jesus Christ resurrected and forgiving, the disciples experienced
new feelings and new reasons to believe in G-d’s forgiveness, even beyond betrayal and
through death. For the disciples, all came together into a new picture: Passages in the Hebrew
Bible, Jesus forgiving sins, his critique of the temple, the appearances (or “Visions™) of the
resurrected restoring community with them and thus forgiving them. The Letter to the Hebrews
interpreted this a few decades later when the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed, by replacing
the high priest with Jesus, who went into the indestructible heavenly temple.

Between Jesus’ death and the destruction of the temple, Saint Paul gave another
metaphorical interpretation of Jesus’ death. Jesus on the cross here replaces the goat’s blood
on the kapporet (Romains 3,25). To interpret Christ’s death by the Yom HaKippurim is a
metaphor. Christ was brutally killed on the cross; he was not sacrificed in the temple. For Paul,
this is only one metaphor to understand the meaning of the cross, where Jesus had died. Paul
also knows many others. However, it is a profound one that leads to a new concept of
reconciliation. Not only on the cross but also by his entire coming into the world, his death
and resurrection, G-d was in Christ and reconciled the world with himself (2 Corinthians 5,18).

This implies universalism: the entire world is reconciled. The main element of reconciliation
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is already accomplished. According to Paul, the situation we all live in is equivalent to Yom
HaKippurim after the rite with the first goat. Only to separate oneself from sin remains a daily
exercise for Christians.

Mark 2 and 2 Corinthians 5 show that in the Christian faith, unconditional forgiveness
is emphasized. However, with his words explaining that the forgiveness of sins comes to the
disciples through bread and wine, the Lord’s Supper is equivalent to Yom HaKippurim: Neither
are transactional. Only later confession of sins and the sacrament of confession became a
precondition for participation in the Lord’s Supper. From that development, a transactional,
Church-controlled misunderstanding of forgiveness became predominant.

However, even in the tradition of Jesus’ teachings, we find affirmations that can be
understood as Transactional forgiveness. Highly impressive unconditional forgiveness occurs
when Jesus heals persons, and it is astonishing that, in some passages of the synoptical gospels,
Jesus sees reconciliation with one’s Fellow as a priority before receiving G-d’s forgiveness.
The “Our Father,” which according to many New Testament scholars is not from Jesus himself
but more likely a transformation of Jewish prayers such as the Kaddish by the early Christians,
is asked: “Forgive us our debts, as we have forgiven our debtors.” Moreover, in the Sermon on
the Mount, Jesus asks the congregants to reconcile with one’s Fellow before going to the
temple to make a sacrifice. In those teachings of Jesus, we find a parallel to the evolution of
rabbinic thought about the relationship between forgiveness in human relationships and G-d’s
forgiveness.

It is still challenging to decide whether Jesus was the first teacher in Palestinian
Judaism or only one of the first to underline the importance of human-to-human forgiveness.
Hannah Arendt saw Jesus’ role as extremely important: “The discoverer of the role of
forgiveness in the realm of human affairs was Jesus of Nazareth.”** According to her, Jesus
discovered the power to forgive and called on people to forgive before expecting forgiveness
from God. Matthew 18:35 (cf. Mark 11:25): “And when ye stand praying, forgive ... that your
Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.” God forgives “us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors” (quoted by Arendt p. 239 note 77). We will now discuss how
rabbinic Judaism underlines the same idea and makes it a principle: first human reconciliation,

then reconciliation with G-d.

4. Reconciliation in the Mishna
In the Mishna treaty on the Yom Kippur, Yoma, one central phrase says it bluntly: “The
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Yom HaKippurim forgives transgressions (‘aberot) against the place [hamagom, which means
G-d]. It only forgives transgressions between man and his Fellow [haber; M.L.] if he pacifies
[SHRZH, M.L.] him before” (M. Yoma 8,9). As Jesus said, for the Mishna, the priority is to
make peace with your Fellow.

At least four decisive sets of questions have to be asked:
First: Who is the Haber, the Fellow? Does it only mean a beloved friend, people who are alike?
Is it limited to Jews or neighbors? Where are the boundaries of the duty to pacify the other? In
Mishna times, most interpretations believed that Haber in B. Yoma 8 only meant a Jewish
person living within a certain proximity.
Second: How shall the other be pacified? This involves apology and confession, or how it shall
happen. In Talmudic times, two observations were significant. The first was the search for
creative ways to achieve reconciliation before the Yom HaKippurim, The Gemara of B Talmud
to Yoma 8,9 quotes Rabbi Yishaq, who proposes different means to pacify the Fellow: through
words, through money [mammon; M.L..], through providing more friends for him (cf.
Zempelburg p. 260). The second motive is that forgiveness based on truth and remorse is much
more valued than paying money or resolving the questions cheaply and quickly. B.T. Yoma
87a depicts Josef’s brothers in Gen 50,17 as an example of asking for forgiveness: “You shall
speak to Yosef: O please carry” (N.S.; in the sense of forgive) (cf. Zempelburg p. 262).
Third: How important is it to receive forgiveness, and are there acceptable limits to the effort
of seeking forgiveness? B.T. Yoma 87a quotes Rabbi Yose bar Hanina, who said that anyone
seeking to obtain forgiveness should not ask more than three times. This implies that it was
not an absolute necessity for G-D’s forgiveness to first receive human forgiveness at any cost
in Talmudic times.
Fourth: Has the victim the duty to forgive? This is clearly not the case. David Konstan (Before
Forgiveness: The Origins of a Moral Idea. Cambridge 2013, p.110) argues with the article by
Louis Newman'?: “Newman argues further that the Mishnah never proposes that one has the
duty to forgive, so to speak, unilaterally, irrespective of the offender’s stance, but only as a
response to an appropriate gesture of repentance on the part of the offender. This would seem
to approach the modern conception, according to which forgiveness requires signs of a change
of heart in the offender and the party who forgives, and hence forgiveness can never be
obligatory in the sense of a simple reflex: It is an active process and must be earned.” It seems
that limitless forgiveness (“seven times seventy times,” see Matthew 18:22) is a concept of the
Jesus-tradition but not mainstream in rabbinic teachings. Having seen similarities and

differences regarding forgiveness between Jesus in the Gospel and in rabbinic thinking, we
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briefly follow the developments from medieval times until today.

5. From Maimonides to Lévinas and contemporary Jewish thought

In this section, we consider four significant trends in the development of Judaism’s

views on forgiveness and reconciliation.

1.

88

The first trend is Yom HaKippurim becoming Yom Kippur. The three acts in the Tora,
sacrifice for the high priest, sacrifice for the people of Israel, and the scapegoat rite,
could no longer be repeated after the destruction of the temple. In the liturgy,
everything became condensed into a single central act when G-d forgave Israel.
Quotes from the book of Numbers mainly reify this. Here, one recites Numbers 15:26
(“May all the people of Israel be forgiven, including all the strangers who live in their
midst, for all the people are at fault”). A further invocation would be “O pardon the
iniquities of this people, according to Thy abundant mercy, just as Thou forgave this
people ever since they left Egypt.” After these prayers, the moment of forgiveness
comes: The leader and congregation repeat three times, “The Lord said, ‘I pardon

299

them according to your words.”” (Numbers 14:20). Given this complete focus on the
Lord's performative answer, “I pardon them,” it is only logical that the singular Yom
Kippur increasingly replaced the plural voice of Yom HaKippurim. Other liturgical
topics, such as famously declaring vows and promises void (Kol Nidrei) at the
beginning of the liturgy, only help to project freedom and peace.

The second trend is how reconciliation between human Fellows becomes increasingly
essential. It seems that Maimonides still considered reconciliation with G-d as much
more central than reconciliation between human beings. According to him, the ten
days of teshuva before Yom Kippur had a greater sense of preparing to receive G-d’s
forgiveness and only in a few aspects the purpose to reconcile with human Fellows.
This approach increasingly changed in Judaism. Seeking human forgiveness became
more and more necessary as preparation for Yom Kippur. Questions such as what to
do if the person I have offended is far away or has died tended to receive more
attention. In the 19" century, the shift was complete. In Shlomo Ganzfried’s Kizzur
Schulchan Aruch, the ten days before Yom Kippur are completely focused on seeking
human forgiveness.

Already in the New Testament, the discussion of who is my Fellow is prominent. The

Good Samaritan parable (Luke 10: 30-37) changes the question from who is my
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Fellow to whom can I make my Fellow. The Good Samaritan treated the man who
fell from the robbers’ attack as his Fellow. Thus he becomes his Fellow. In Judaism,
the discussion is much more about the limits of who is a fellow. The main concern
seems to have been not to overload people with obligations they have to fulfil to
celebrate Yom Kippur. In the 20" century, the notion of Haber is, however, enlarged.
Emmanuel Lévinas is one author who made this crucial step toward universal ethics
(cf. Zempelburg p. 330ss).. He clearly understands Haber as the other human being,
Jewish or not.

4. The latest trend seems to be that in the 21st century, Jewish authors have discovered
reconciliation with themselves. André Zempelburg takes up American Psychiatrist
and rabbi Abraham Twerski in his book Happiness and the Human Spirit: Become
the Best You Can Be (2nd ed. Woodstock 2008; 15 ed. 2007). He states that we have
to tell the truth about ourselves. If we acknowledge the truth, we are not truly just and
right. We have to forgive ourselves. Zempelburg also quotes American Jewish
novelist Karyn D. Kedar, who in 2007 published a series of short stories in the book
The Bridge to Forgiveness: Stories and Prayers for Finding God and Restoring
Wholeness (Woodstock 2007). In this book, she states: “Forgiveness is learning to

come to terms with the story of your life and releasing the pain of the past” (p. 100).

6. Summary
The quest for reconciliation with oneself seems to become a new door to understanding
Jewish thought and practice about finding forgiveness from others and G-d. After finishing
this overview, we might understand how central the question of forgiveness and reconciliation
is in human, social, and religious life. To summarize this presentation, the closeness and
differences between the Christian and the Jewish ways of seeing forgiveness and reconciliation
should not be viewed as a fixed opposition but rather like a dance, where sometimes Christians
follow Jewish ideas like the metaphor of kapporet while Jews follow the discoveries Jesus had
made, such as the priority of human-to-human forgiveness before G-d’s forgiveness.
The presentation argues for the following central theses:
1. The Hebrew Bible relates most of its statements on reconciliation and forgiveness to
the Yom HaKippurim (Lev. 16) and other sacrificial or temple practices to again find

forgiveness and connection with G-d.
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10.

From the Septuagint, we understand that kipper in Hebrew is very similar to forgive,
not as expiation or payment of guilt like in Saint Anselm’s Cur Deus Homo or in the
German translation “Siihne.”

The rite of Yom HaKippurim distinguishes three sacrifices: (a) one for the high priest
to enter the Holiest of the Holy without having to die, (b) one as a symbolic killing
for the people of Israel and the incorporation of their lives into the place of G-d’s
presence, and (c) one to remove sins through the scapegoat rite.

Rite (b) is the precondition for rite (c), which means that G-d's acceptance of Israel
comes first, before the separation from sin.

All three rites symbolically express profound truth: (a) expresses the Holiness and the
unconditional importance of G-d and his commandments for life and human failure
and sin before that reality. (b) Expresses the acceptance of Israel in God’s presence,
and (c) expresses the liberation from sin.

The rites of Yom HaKippurim provide the metaphorical background for later
reflections, such as a central part of early Christian soteriology or the social-
psychological theory of scapegoating (René Girard and others).

Jesus of Nazareth added two central new elements in the way Israel dealt with sin and
forgiveness. (1) He forgave himself unconditionally and started a process leading to
the replacement of the temple by himself. (2) He underlined the principle that human-
human reconciliation is the precondition for reconciliation with G-d.

Saint Paul and other authors of the New Testament developed the line of thinking
behind (1) and created different metaphorical understandings of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. In Romains 3:25, Christ on the cross is identified with the kapporet, the
place on the Ark of the Covenant where G-d’s presence meets the goats’ blood
sacrificed for Israel.

In the Letter to the Hebrews, Christ replaces the high priest, and with his arrival in
heaven enters an eternal sanctuary.

All of these metaphors are images. Often, they cannot be combined. In 2 Cor 5 and
Col 1, the world’s reconciliation is grounded in G-d’s being in Christ. Here, as well
as in Romains 11, where he argues a universal election, Paul creates a universalistic
version of Judaism.

Rabbinic Judaism (M. Yoma 8.8s) is evolving in the same sense Jesus did with the
second line of his teaching (2, above) when he underlined human-human

reconciliation. It would be wrong to say that Mishna followed Jesus; Jesus took exact
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positions in the rabbinic discussions of his time but advocated limitless forgiveness
(cf. Matthew 18:22), which rabbinic literature mostly does not support.

All of the typical developments in Christianity are somehow present and somehow
absent in Occidental Judaism: the elements of the sacrament of confession, the
Neoplatonic understanding of G-d and truth. One other difference we could not
develop during the conference is that in Judaism, sin is not a universal destiny but the
result of the evil drive in each human being.

Through Medieval Judaism and Lévinas, there has been a growing universal
understanding of Fellow (Haber) as the other in a very general sense. For Lévinas,
every human being is the other with whom reconciliation is necessary.

After the discovery of reconciliation with other human beings, reconciliation with
oneself became a new issue. Nevertheless, this cannot be resolved without
reconciliation with G-d (or what stands for G-d: experiences that arise as
unconditional, holy, transcendent, ultimate truth), and this in turn requires
reconciliation with the other.

By starting their reflection on the topic of reconciliation with oneself, people discover
new and more individual insights into the essence of reconciliation.

Gaining an understanding of both topics, reconciliation and forgiveness, implies

multidimensional and multi-relational approaches.

Notes
* This paper was delivered at a workshop held by CISMOR on March 6, 2021, as part of the
cooperation between CISMOR and the Jena Center for Reconciliation Studies (JCRS).

For Jankélévitch’s distinction and its importance for reconciliation studies cf. Francesco Ferrari,
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“Vladimir Jankélévitch s “Diseases of Temporality” and Their Impact on Reconciliatory Processes,
in: Contemporary Perspectives on Viadimir Jankélévitch, eds. M. La Caze, M. Zolkos, Rowman &
Littlefield, London 2019, pp. 95-116.

Benedict 1946, p. 12.

M. Buber, Die Erzdhlungen der Chassidim. Ziirich 1949. 755.

Cf. Das Recht ein anderer zu werden. Theologische Texte. Stuttgart: Kreuz Verlag 1981, p. 162.
Nussbaum, Anger and Forgiveness.

Nussbaum, ibid., p. 60.

Nussbaum, ibid., p. 59.

Arendt, The Human Condition. 2nd. Ed. Chicago & London: Chicago University Press. 1998 (1st ed.
1958) p. 241.

Cf. Ginette Michaud, La vérité a I’épreuve du pardon. Une lecture du séminaire ‘Le parjure et le
pardon’ de Jacques Derrida (Montreal: Presses Universitaires 2018), p. 41.
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André Zempelburg, Versohnung im Judentum. Eine religionswissenschaftliche Perspektive auf den

Jlidischen Versohnungsbegriff in Bezug auf Gott, den Ndchsten, den Anderen und sich selbst.
Marburg: Tectum 2019.

Arendt, ibid, p. 238.
Louis Newman, “The quality of Mercy. On the Duty to Forgive in the Judaic Tradition,” Journal of
Religious Ethics 15 (1987), p. 155-172.

For a more detailed presentation of this interpretation cf. Gerd Theilen/Petra von Gemiinden: Der
Romerbrief. Rechenschaft eines Reformators. Gottingen: Vandenhoeck&Ruprecht 2016.
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Editor’s Postscript

We are pleased to be sending you the seventeenth issue of the Journal of the Interdisciplinary
Study of Monotheistic Religions (JISMOR). The current issue features studies on “Current Situation
of Politics and Religions in U.S.A.” and includes articles dealing with USA foreign policy toward
Arab-Israel normalization, the status of Catholics in current USA politics, and the trend toward
political polarization of American Jews in American political parties. The issue also contains
contributions dealing with Muslim Zionists and Reconciliation in Judaism. With an added book review
and two book introductions, the editors believe this issue offers a variety of perspectives on the
stimulating and eclectic evaluation of the relation between religion and the world.

In both its feature and article formats, JISMOR reports on the activities of CISMOR. However,
we also encourage scholarly submissions on themes which deal not only with religious subjects, but,
as well, with topics that focus on the historical contexts of religious matters. It is the earnest desire of
the editors that JISMOR’s articles and activities will provide nourishment for the ever-thirsty soil of
interdisciplinary communications. Now that JISMOR has been accepted into the ATLA Religion
Database with ATLA Serials, we are able to expand the reach of our publications far beyond that which
was previously possible. It is our sincere hope that you, as faithful readers of JISMOR, will continue
to support our project and our mission by contributing an article, based on your own research, to one
of our future issues.

March 2022
Mika Murakami, Chief of Editorial Committee
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Guidelines for Submissions
to the Journal of the Interdisciplinary Study

of Monotheistic Religions (JISMOR)
Revised on March 31, 2021

. JISMOR is an online journal published annually in or around March, and it is

made publicly accessible on the Doshisha University Academic Repository and
the website of Doshisha University Center for Interdisciplinary Study of
Monotheistic Religions (CISMOR).

Eligibility for contributing papers is limited to research fellows of CISMOR and
individuals recommended by at least one research fellow of CISMOR.

Each submitted paper will be peer-reviewed, and the editorial committee will
decide whether to accept it for publication.

Submissions are limited to unpublished papers. (If you submit a paper that has
already been published, you must obtain permission from the relevant institution
for its publication in JISMOR.)

Send a summary of your paper (approximately 600 characters in Japanese or 250
words in English) via e-mail by the end of May to the address given below (any
format is acceptable). You will receive a response stating whether your proposal
has been approved from the editorial committee by mid-June. If your summary
has been approved, follow these instructions:

Your paper must be received by the end of July.

Prepare your paper in both Word (see below) and PDF formats, and submit them
as e-mail attachments.

Use a template for Microsoft Word available for downloading from CISMOR’s
website (http://www.cismor.jp/en/publication/). If using the Japanese template for
Latin alphabet, Hebrew, Greek and Arabic, use “Times New Roman” size 10.

The paper should be written in either Japanese or English.
In either language, the paper’s text should be read from left to right.

The paper’s length should be 16,000-24,000 characters if written in Japanese or
6,000-9,000 words if written in English.

Research notes, book reviews, and research trends should be within 8,000
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(Figures are not counted as words, but text within charts and tables is counted.)
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and the organizational affiliation. In the case of articles or research notes, also add
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with 5 key words. All should be provided in both Japanese and English.
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published, in principle.

If your paper includes references to books, magazines, and/or newspapers in a
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Chicago Manual of Style:

Books
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Journals/articles online:
Ada Taggar-Cohen, “Hittite Laws and Texts,” Bible Odyssey (date of access).
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If you have any questions, please ask the editorial committee.

15. Hebrew, Greek, and Arabic can appear in its original script. In principle, other
languages should be transliterated into Roman alphabet, using the same system of
transliteration throughout the paper.

For the transliteration system, please comply with the guidelines specified in
Chapter 5 (p. 55) of Billie Jean Collins, project director, The SBL Handbook of
Style: For Biblical Studies and Related Disciplines, second edition, Atlanta,
Georgia: SBL Press, 2014 (hereinafter referred to as “SBL”), as much as poss1ble
SBL specifies two systems of transliterating Hebrew words—academic and
general-purpose—so please use the one that best suits your purpose. (Use of SBL
is also recommended for transliterating the words of ancient languages such as
Coptic, Akkadian, Egyptian, and Ugaritic.)

To transliterate Arabic words, Japanese authors should comply with the
guidelines of K. Otsuka, et al., eds., Iwanami Isuramu Jiten (Iwanami Dictionary
of Islam) to the extent possible. While no particular system for transliterating
Arabic words is specified for authors from other countries, ALA-LC (Library of
Congress) is recommended for transliterating Arabic, Persian, and Turkish words.

If you have difficulty obtaining any of the abovementioned guidelines,
please contact the editorial committee.

16. Published papers will be converted into a PDF file and provided to the authors for
their use.

For inquiries and paper submission, please contact:
Editorial Committee for the Journal of the Interdisciplinary Study of Monotheistic
Religions
Doshisha University Center for Interdisciplinary Study of Monotheistic Religions
E-mail: journal@cismor.jp
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