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Asmao Diallo

This paper evaluates the impacts of COVID-19 on women's socio-economic activities in Mali. The
COVID-19 crisis, which broke out in China in 2019, became the fastest global pandemic of the century
within a year, exceeding public health and socio-economic challenges. Subsequently, sanitary
restriction measures were enacted in Mali to contain the spread of the disease. As a result of this
confinement, inequalities between the sexes increased. Using data obtained from women's oral
accounts, local and international news, reports, and journal articles in rural and urban Mali, the
analysis found that the COVID-19 pandemic severely impacted women and girls. This inequality was
mostly reflected in the economic and social spheres. Hence, domestic violence and financial
dependence of women increased during the pandemic. As resources decrease, women are at an
increased risk of abuse due to their economic dependence on their partners. The adverse effects have
been dramatic for those locked up with violent spouses leading to physical, mental, and sexual violence.
The paper concludes that there is a pressing need to prevent and manage domestic violence and post
COVID-19 impact on women's socio-economic activities by establishing a new, more inclusive societal
order with gender-sensitive policy responses.
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