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The Giant ‘Uj and His Images in Islamic Book Painting

Norihito HAYASHI
Ryukoku University

Abstract

The existence of giants can be found in folklore throughout the world, and the
Islamic world is no exception. The people of the ‘A4d mentioned in the Qur'an and
the race of giants that appear in travelogues and books of marvels are well-known
examples of giant lore in the Islamic world. The visualization of these giants in the
form of paintings means that the perception of their existence is made concrete, and
the giant ‘Uj, who is said to be the grandson of Adam, has appeared in a wide range of
writings genres, and his figure has been repeatedly pictured in book paintings.

The tradition of ‘Uj is derived from Og, king of Bashan in Judaism, but it is also
related to the traditions of the Prophets Noah (Nuh) and Moses (Musa) and is the most
frequently pictured of the giants in the Islamic world. For this reason, the pictorial
representation of ‘Uj has been dealt with in several previous studies. In particular,
Milstein has published a number of articles on the tradition and iconography of Moses
in Islamic book paintings, including an iconographic approach to ‘Uj. The pictorial
representation of the ‘Uj is also often discussed in studies of entire manuscript which
include illustrations of the ‘Uj. For example, in recent years, Ghiasian's study of the
Hafiz Abru’s Assembly of Chronicles has included a discussion of the illustrations
depicting ‘Uj. However, the only study that focuses on the pictorial representation of
the ‘Uj throughout the several periods and works is a short article by Gutmann in 1989,
and the process of the formation and establishment of specific representations in book
paintings remains a matter of debate.

Therefore, this paper attempts to analyze in detail the process of development
of ‘Uj s pictorial representations in the Islamic world starting from the 13th century
onward. By doing so, this paper will clarify the background to the repetition of specific
‘Uj figures in a wide range of regions, including Iraq, Iran, Turkey, and India, and then
analyze the process by which a particular image has been formed. In the process of
depicting ‘Uj, detailed motifs from anecdotes are incorporated into the expression as
a way of indicating that the image is a representation of ‘Uj. In addition, the anecdotal
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motifs gradually have taken on the function of an attribute to show ‘Uj, and have
become fixed in shape. We will clarify part of the process by which the specific types
representing ‘Uj spread to later Turkish and Indian manuscript paintings. Finally, this
paper will also attempt to provide some basic insights into the religious, political, and

moral concepts of [slam, as symbolized by the iconography of the ‘Uj as a giant.

Keywords
Giant, ‘Uj, Og, Islamic Book painting, Figural representation
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