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From rp’um to Rephaim:
How did the Representation and Image of “Giants”
in the Hebrew Bible Come about?

Keisuke TAKAI
Kanto Gakuin University
Abstract:

This paper considers how “rp ‘um”, which means divine existence in the ancient city
of Ugarit, became established as “Rephaim”, which means giant in the Hebrew Bible.

First, in Chapter 2, as an introduction, I introduced Og, King of Bashan, who is
a representative of the “giants” that appear in the Hebrew Bible. Through the episode
in which he was allegedly a survivor of Rephaim, I suggested that Rephaim was
considered a “giant,” but also stated that the word Rephaim itself had no indication of
“giant.” Therefore, this article eventually considers why Rephaim became a “giant”.

In Chapter 3, the words of Rephaim in the Hebrew Bible were classified into dead
Rephaim (ghosts living in the underground underworld) and living Rephaim (giants).
The former is said to be a specific group destroyed by God, and is also used as a
symbolic expression to mean the inhabitants of the deepest and darkest parts of the
underworld. The latter is a giant tribe that inhabits areas such as Bashan on the eastern
bank of the Jordan River and was destroyed by Abraham and Moses.

In the following Chapter 4, Ugarit's 7p ‘'um, which has been considered to be related
to Rephaim, was analyzed for its attributes by analyzing the Ugarit text. I pointed out
that Ugarit’s 7p 'um, the prototype of Rephaim, was a deified living hero and king, and
was given a ceremonial role after his death to strengthen the authority of the kingship.

In Chapters 5 and 6, I considered the reason why and the meaning of which »p ‘um
became a giant with a negative image in the Hebrew Bible. In Israelite tradition, giants
were originally depicted as horrifying enemies and their subjugation as a symbol of
victory. Also, Israel was blaming foreign kings for deifying themselves on the basis of
monotheism, which denies the deification of humans.

Based on the above, I concluded that in Israel, Rephaim could not be affirmed in
the original sense, but rather was recognized as a giant, a great enemy, to be denied and
destroyed.

Keywords: Rephaim, rp ‘um, Giants, Ancient Israel, Ugarit
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