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Current Research on Martin Buber

Introduction

Ada Taggar Cohen

As part of the academic cooperation agreement between the Doshisha University Center for
Interdisciplinary Study of Monotheistic Religions (CISMOR) and the Friedrich-Schiller Jena
University Center for Reconciliation Studies (JCRS), two research studies from both centers
are published in this volume.

The current issue of JISMOR features two articles about the philosophical, religious,
and political thought of Martin Buber (1878-1965) in two different periods of his life. The
English-language article by Dr. Francesco Ferrari focuses on a crucial point in Buber’s phi-
losophy during the early 1920s. Ferrari examines the text of a series of lectures given by
Buber in 1922 under the title Religion als Gegenwart (“Religion as Present”), published in
print as late as 1978, which he regards as the “almost forgotten conceptual laboratory” for
Buber’s masterpiece I and Thou, which he was about to complete at the time of that lecture
series. Ferrari observes that these lectures represent Buber’s “tireless effort to defend the re-
ligious phenomenon” against both exogenous and endogenous threats. It would seem that for
Buber the I-Thou relationship is not an immediate occurrence but rather a journey involving
encountering the other. Ferrari argues in detail that the series of lectures constitutes a turning
point in Buber’s thought.

The Japanese-language article by Dr. Kotaro Hiraoka turns to Buber’s political thought
during the 1950s, in relation to David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s first prime minister. Although
both men were avowed Zionists, they often clashed over political issues. Hiraoka aims to
show that, among other things, this clash was due to their different ways of understanding
the Bible, which was reflected in their understanding of nationalism. After giving extensive
background, Hiraoka focuses on the text of a public debate between Buber and Ben-Gurion
published in the daily press during 1957. He argues that the difference between the two men
lies in the place of the state in the idea of Biblical messianism: While for Ben-Gurion the
state plays an important role in the framework of messianism, in Buber’s understanding of

messianism the state has no importance.



—MBFEHRE 18 45E  Feature

BEDIILT 4 Y - T—IN—WFE
[FC®HIZ

TH BT — Ay

RS R — e e Z— (CISMOR) &7 U —FKRU vtk « &I —K%
A = — TR F5EET (JCRS) O ED—BRE LT, 45 Tk, Wit ¥ —Mn
BEEH &7 2 RO TGRS A AT 5,

A A D JISMOR (ZHB#H S D DL, ~T (2« 7 —s3— (1878-1965) DAJED
COORICE TS, Y - B - BRI O OWTOmIThH D, 7T AT
7 = 7 — VI K G5 ST, 1920 FHARMIEAD 77— "— BT DD THE
BREICERTDHIHOTHDL, 77—V KIF, 7= 192242 THIEL L
TOFRH LU TTo s D, 1978 2> T Hiiah/eT 7 X b &
LTS, 77— RIXIZOEFEEREL, 7 —S— HIRFERUZ AT TR
MATWE4E TFEk] oo, NFEALEENELNZBENERSE] L&
RLTW5, £, THUIANE LORAMEBICHT 57— =0 REBSET
HI2DOMERE N | ZGETHEDOTHDL EBLELTND, 7— "=k o> Tl
WRAFR) 1%, RIEFRI 2R HRFTIER <, LA, il & DHEWEES KR D TH
59, 77—V KiE, ZOEFGEERN T — AA—BHEOEHL L o2 2 b 2Rk
LTW5s,

R RERE A IC L D B ARGER L, A AT T AOPNREHE T v R Ry
Uy L OREIZIHBN T, 1950 DT — N —OEHEEIIZ DWW TEET 55D T
bHb, T—N=_bRXTVF T, MEELELALNR VA=A N THDLIEEASL
TWE, BURRIZRRIEZ KD BE 2 28 L7z, FRRIE, £ OEZEs B ERMIZ R
F2ZBICERL TS ZEEZHLOMNILE Y ERAETWD, ZOERIT, WED
Fa U XA SN TWE DO THLH 5, ERKIEFEM T Rl H 0%,
T=N—= R AN 1957 RIS H FIRRIC R R LI AR O 7T 7 2 Mok
HL, MEOEWNIEED A LT =X ABRBICB T DEFZOMBESITICHD L5 L
Do DEV, RUTVANTE S THFIIA VT = X LD AN CTEE R K&E %
RIzd—FH T, 7—="—D AT =X LBFICBW L, BFIXEEEZ R0
DT 5,



— W 18 4% Feature

Relation as Presence:

On Martin Buber’s Lectures Religion als Gegenwart

Francesco Ferrari

Abstract:

Buber’s dialogical principle can be understood as an effort to realize how and why being
present (in a given “here”) concretely means being in the presence (of someone or some-
thing), and hence being in the present (in a given “now”). Being there, being present and in
the present is not so immediate as it seems. It is rather a journey, which requires encountering
the other by the disclosure of what Buber names the I-Thou relation. This paper is devoted to
this issue, with a special focus on Buber’s lectures Religion als Gegenwart he delivered few

months before he completed his major work /ch und Du.

Keywords:

Martin Buber, [-Thou relation, Encounter, Religion, Presence/Present
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Relation as Presence: On Martin Buber’s Lectures Religion als Gegenwart

Throughout his life and works Austrian-Jewish philosopher Martin Buber (1878-1965)
ceaselessly aimed to find out to which extent the phenomenon of presence in reality is pos-
sible. He was aware that most of the time in our daily lives we are not present. In his essay

Zwiesprache he sketched a phenomenological glimpse of this issue in the following terms:

“Each of us is encased in an armour, which we soon [...] no longer notice. There are
moments which penetrate it, and stir the soul to sensibility. And when such a moment
has imposed itself upon us, and we then take notice, and ask ourselves, ‘Has anything in
particular taken place? Was it not of the kind that I meet every day?’, then we may reply
to ourselves, ‘Nothing in particular, indeed it is like this every day, only we are not there

every day’” (Buber 2019a, 123; italics mine).

Buber’s dialogical principle can be understood as an effort to realize how and why be-
ing present (in a given “here”) concretely means being in the presence (of someone or some-
thing), and hence being in the present (in a given “now”). Being there, being present and in
the present is not so immediate as it seems. It is rather a journey, which requires encountering
the other by the disclosure of what Buber names the I-Thou relation. The core of his dialogi-
cal philosophy may be found in the relational a priori he formulates in the first pages of Ich

und Du as follows:

“There is no I as such but only the I of the basic word I-Thou and the I of the basic
word I-It. [...] In the beginning, is the relation” (Buber 2019b 39; 49).

Buber’s relational a priori does not provide ultimate ontological centrality to the sub-
ject, nor to his-her object, rather to their encounter (Begegnung). Encounter is the name of the
event, which rises from entering in an I-Thou relation (/ch-Du Beziehung), by being turned
toward the other (Hinwendung), and through a reciprocal making oneself and the other pres-
ent (Vergegenwdrtigung), in such a way that the ultimate outcome of the relation is nothing
less but the gift of reciprocal presence (Ferrari 2012; Werner 2015). Buber’s relational a pri-
ori hence defines relation as presence. This is the fundament of a conception of reality as mu-
tual belonging (Zusammengehdrigkeit), reciprocal entanglement, and even interdependence
(Du Toit 2018), that is therefore realized, politically speaking, within the community (Ferrari
2018).

Already during his youth, Buber engaged in a dialogue with the great doctrines of
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mutual belonging and conciliation — from the thought of Heraclitus to Hasidism; from the
Christian mystics of Eckhart, Cusa and Béhme to Taoism; from Neoplatonism to the poetry
of Friedrich Holderlin. Buber’s mature dialogical thought, then, offers countless resources for
a philosophical foundation for reconciliatory processes. Relationally structured within a com-
mon cosmos, the human existence takes place, according to Buber, as being part of a whole,
hence through a condition of ontological conciliation, from which each separation expresses
a subsequent estrangement, peculiar to the so-called I-It relationship. The epithet “builder of

bridges”, which Buber received from Ernst Simon, is particularly precise in this regard:

“This apt metaphor conveys the image of someone who dedicated his life and thought to
crossing the chiasms that separate the domains of thought and culture from one another,
to healing broken relationships between individuals as well as between groups, to re-
storing unity and wholeness in people’s lives. Through his life, Buber dedicated himself
to overcoming the estrangement that divides people from people, the person from God,
the person from his social and cultural world, the Jew from Judaism, the Jew from the
Christian, the Jew from the Arab, and the nations from the nations. In fact, Buber’s writ-
ings can appropriately be read as one of the most significant attempts in modern times to
combat the alienating conditions of modern life, to help man in general and the Jew in
particular recover a sense of meaningfulness, rootedness, holiness, and wholeness in his
own life” (Silberstein 1981, 211).

Within Buber’s dialogical framework, human beings enter in relationship with the to-
tally Other, in such a way that the totally Other is the totally Present too. The encounter with
the Divine was always lived and interpreted by Buber within a tradition, that of Judaism, but
through the creative freedom of “religiosity”, and not in the observance of a “religion” (Ferrari
2014). Buber’s reading and interpretation of Hasidism, Zionism, and Scripture are also par-
adigmatic in this regard. Since his youth, he appreciated Hasidism as a relational religiosity,
which turns every contact with Creation into a sacred gesture of union. Already at the begin-
ning of the century, Zionism was also made his own by Buber as an expression of cultural
creativity, in antithesis with Theodor Herzl’s leadership — arguments that will lead him, muta-
tis mutandis, almost half a century later, to sharp critical positions toward the State of Israel.
Coherently with his dialogical turn in the early twenties, Buber turned himself intensively to
the Scripture, which he read as the testimony of a series of events of encounter and dialogue

between the human and the Divine in the course of history. The event of giving and receiving
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the word, in the interhuman as well as in the human-Divine dialogue constitutes a fundamen-
tal dimension of Buber’s entire philosophy. In such a “spoken” dimension, he individuates
the most peculiar dimension of Scripture, as well as of our existence, in a ceaseless “response”
to any given circumstance, therefore as “responsibility” (Verantwortung).

At the core of Buber’s thought lies that aforementioned relational a priori, according to
which the “I” becomes an “I” only in the presence which stems through the relationship with
a Thou. Presence, present and relation appear to be deeply intertwined in his philosophy. This
is paradigmatically witnessed also by the fact that Ich und Du (Buber 2019b, 39-109) was
published shortly after a series of lectures Buber delivered in Frankfurt in the winter semester
of 1921/22, entitled Religion als Gegenwart, i.e., Religion as Presence (Buber 2017, 87-160).

koK

It was under the invitation of Franz Rosenzweig (Buber 1973, 92-93), director of the
Freies Jiidisches Lehrhaus in Frankfurt am Main, that Buber delivered, between January
and February 1922, the cycle of eight lectures entitled Religion als Gegenwart. Their text,
typewritten by a stenographer, published in 1978 by Rivka Horwitz (Horwitz 1978), offers at
first glance a verbatim live portrait of Buber as a committed teacher for the adult education
in Weimar Germany (Van de Sandt 1977). A priceless document still today, Religion als Ge-
genwart marks above all a turning point from Buber’s early mystical phase, foreshadowing
the advent of his dialogical thought (Mendes-Flohr 1989). Religion als Gegenwart offers, in
particular from the fourth to the last lecture, theoretical and semantical prodromes of Buber’s
imminent dialogical and relational turn. At the same time, it is impossible to ignore the per-
manence of Daniel’s (Buber 2001, 183-246) terminology — which emerges time and again
through Buber’s renewed critical stance towards the overwhelming power of the “world of
orientation” (Welt der Orientierung) (Buber 2017, 104) and his arguing in favor of the “world
of realization” (Verwirklichungswelt) (Buber 2017, 123) — as well as Buber’s explicit refer-
ence to the Hasidic notion of Shekinah as the presence of God in the world, that stems out of
any genuine event of encounter (Buber 2017, 155).

More in detail, as we apprehend from a handwritten document sketched by Buber him-
self, Religion als Gegenwart was originally thought as the encompassing title for a series of
five books, within which Ich und Du was merely drafted as its “prolegomena to a philosophy
of religion” (see also Buber 1973, 66). The ambitious project, reported in Horwitz 1978, 210,

was so articulated:
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Biicherreihe: Religion als Gegenwart.

I Ich und Du.

11 Die Urformen des religiosen Lebens.
111 Die religiése Person.

v Die Religionen.

V. Die religiése Kraft und unsere Zeit.

Unfortunately, the plan was never accomplished. Ironically enough, Ich und Du will be-
come Buber’s masterpiece, the manifesto of his dialogical thought, while Religion als Gegen-
wart will remain its almost forgotten conceptual laboratory (for a brilliant exception: Huston
2007, 193-208). Nevertheless, three decades later, in autobiographical recollections such as
Zur Geschichte des dialogischen Prinzips (Buber 2019¢, 233) and Begegnung (Buber 2016,
305), Buber himself will make justice to Religion als Gegenwart, recognizing a crucial mo-
ment for the final editing of /ch und Du in the eight lectures he delivered few weeks before at
the Lehrhaus in Frankfurt.

We can read Religion als Gegenwart as a tireless effort to defend the religious phenom-
enon (das Religidse) against exogenous (the first three lectures) and endogenous (from the
fourth to the last one) threats. The question of religion, which was deployed throughout Bu-
ber’s first writings by redefining Simmel’s antithesis between religion and religiosity (Ferrari
2014), is now raised by facing the universality of the religious phenomenon (das Religiose)
and the plurality of the historical religions (die Religionen) as the manifold, everlasting pro-
cess of shaping the “form of God” (Gottes Gestalt) (Buber 2017, 158). As we shall see, Bu-
ber’s definition of religion as presence, introduced in the second part of his lectures, finally
offers the author’s counterargument to the “dangers” (Moore 1996, 167-198) that religions

may constitute for the religious phenomenon as such. With Daniel Breslauer’s words:

“Buber’s lectures entitled Religion as Presence [...] probe the meaning of religion in
human life and explore the varied dimensions of human experience, concluding that hu-
man beings discover God through their interaction with one another, through their dis-
covery of presence and being present, through the meeting of an I and a Thou” (Breslauer
1990, 15).

In the first three lectures, the Jewish philosopher proceeds ex negativo (Buber 2017,

96), affirming the need to set religion as something unconditioned, that is, free from all those
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reductionisms that, aiming its functionalization, call into question and even undermine its
autonomy. Buber resolutely faces and criticizes a wide range of attempts to turn religion into
“something relative” (Buber 2017, 90), which goes from its instrumentalization in favor of
individual biological needs to its abuse operated by nationalisms, which put collective groups
against each other in the name of God; but also, in a subtler and more insidious way, from the
assimilation of religion to a mere product of a given culture to its supposed dependence on
ethics.

Into this wavelength, Buber tenaciously rejects any endeavor to reduce religion to a
psychological experience too. Throughout his entire third lecture, discussing notions like

113

Schleiermacher’s “feeling of absolute dependence” and Otto’s “creatural feeling”, the Jew-
ish philosopher harshly refuses to identify a feeling as the locus revelationis of the religious
phenomenon, and he defines the latter as the connection that arises out of a “bond of being”
(Seinsbindung) (Buber 2017, 97). Not without an open confrontation with that withdrawal
into the self, which characterizes the concept of “lived experience” (Erlebnis) (Buber 2017,
110-111), Buber also rejects the notion of soul (Seele) as something separated from the ex-
ternal world, that would exist inside the human being. Significantly, he redefines it as “the
relationship of the human being to the world, to things, to essences, to men, to being, to him-
self. [...] A bridge between the human being and the world” (Buber 2017, 107). Referring to
four concrete examples of genuine relation (love; nature; artistic creation; decision), through
which he will unfold a phenomenology of the encounter from the fourth lecture, the philoso-
pher firmly announces: “all this must not be understood psychologically, that is, not as some-
thing that happens in the human being, but as something that happens between (zwischen) the

human being and an existing Thou” (Buber 2017, 133).

*kk

The lectures Religion als Gegenwart constitute a turning point in Buber’s thought.
From then on, the Jewish philosopher will be committed to the lifelong task of developing
a relational ontology of the between (zwischen), according to which something happens be-
tween us, with us, to us, and not just in us. This becomes clearer in the second group of the
lectures. His critical stance on the term “experience” does not target only its aforementioned
psychologistic connotation of “lived experience” (Erlebnis), but also its epistemological
dimension of “empirical knowledge” (Erfahrung). Fostering division (7rennung) instead of
boundary (Verbindung), both (Erlebnis and Erfahrung) jeopardize that sense of belonging to

the continuity of being, which is, according to Buber, profoundly distinctive of the religious
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phenomenon. The former, through a disproportionate self-reference. The latter, through a
series of processes, which lead to perceive the other as something separated, and, relatively
soon, as an object (Gegenstand).

Noticeably, Buber names those processes not just “experiences”, but rather “It-expe-
riences” (Es-Erfahrungen) (Buber 2017, 117). The fourth lecture thereby inaugurates an
everlasting juxtaposition in Buber’s philosophy: namely, the one between an “It” (E£s), which
is perceived as a separated object of experience, and a “Thou” (Du), which encounters us
as someone (or something) with whom we are bond in a relation (Beziehung), that, as such,
does not require knowledge, but rather realization (Verwirklichung) (Buber 2017, 128). Not-
withstanding the repeated use of this term, which represents a clear echo of his pre-dialogical
writings, combining it, also, with the newly developed I-Thou relation, adopting the syntag-
ma “world of realization” (Verwirklichungswelf) as a synonymous for the “Thou-world” (Du-
Welt) (Buber 2017, 123), it is indisputable that, throughout Religion als Gegenwart, Buber’s
thought and terminology are heading towards one of his imminent major work.

His moving away from that mystical accent, which had marked his early writings, is
also reflected now (Buber 2017, 137-138) by his arguing that the relation between I and Thou
does not mean an ecstatic process of unification (Vereinigung), but rather their facing each
other (Gegeniiberstehen) (Buber 2017, 123) in a polarity, whose elements never subsume
each other, but are mutually present (gegenwdrtig) (Buber 2017, 127). The fundamental an-
tithesis between It-experiences and Thou-relations is set, therefore, between turning the other
into an object (Gegenstand) with a given content (/nhalt), which has nothing but past, and
being exposed to the presence (Gegenwart) of the other, that, impossible to be encompassed
into any description, donates nothing but presence and present (Buber 2017, 129).

The juxtaposition between presence (Gegenwart) and object (Gegenstand) and the one
between relation (Beziehung) and experience (Erfahrung) suggest that the issue of presence
is not just a theoretical one, but it is rather a concrete question of primary human interest. In
the lectures Religion als Gegenwart, Buber addresses it individuating a correlation between
“presence” and “relation”, which involves three instances: 1. the condition of being-present
(here); 2. that of being-in-the-present (now); 3. the one of being-in-the-presence of someone
or something, i.e. in relation with the other. How these three dimensions are intertwined is

expressed in the clearest way by the following passage from the fifth lecture:

“There is presence in life to the extent that and only to the extent that there is relation,

there is Thou, there is relation to a Thou. From this relation, only from such a relation

10
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does presence arise. When something comes to encounter us and stands in front of us,

the exclusive presence arises” (Buber 2017, 128).

Buber’s relational ontology finds in the encounter with the Thou the conditio sine qua
non of presence. Human beings are ontologically relational beings, who are capable of being
present and in the present only under the premise of the encounter with the other.

Within this wavelength, introducing the developmental model of the “inborn Thou”
(eingeborenes Du) (Buber 2017, 123), Buber will argue that the separated conscience of the
I is just a secondary product, which stems only after breaking the a priori relation with the
Thou. Relations are not accidents in Buber’s philosophy. On the contrary, they ontologically
shape subjects and their access to the world. It is worth noting, nonetheless, that in the Reli-
gion als Gegenwart lectures the fundamental alternative is set between a “Thou-" and an “It-”
world (Du-Welt; Es-Weltf) (Buber 2017, 123), in a kind of essentialistic fashion that the author
will revise in Ich und Du by setting a fundamental antithesis among the I-Thou- and the I-It-
relation.

Human beings receive presence from the encounter with a Thou. Yet, such a presence,
just like the instant (Augenblick) of the relation from which it stems, has no continuity in
time (Buber 2017, 154), and therefore seems fragile and fleeting, constantly on the verge of
disappearing in the It-world of orientation. Acknowledging that “according to the essence of
the Thou, the relation cannot remain in the presence” (Buber 2017, 140), given the apparent
lack of connection between the Thou-moments (Du-Momenten) (Buber 2017, 131), Buber
takes seriously into account the issue of the permanence of presence. In order to bridge a dis-
continuity, which seems to be as an insurmountable on, there is a necessity, he argues, for a
Thou that, given its unconditional nature, does not decline into an It.

Buber identifies in a divine principle the unshakable foundation to the continuum of
the Thou-moments: “the absolute Thou (das absolute Du) that, according to its essence, can-
not become It” (Buber 2017, 131). Introducing the notion of “absolute Thou”, that will be
renamed soon as “the eternal Thou” (das ewige Du) in his imminent major dialogical work,
Buber provides a clearly theological foundation to his relational ontology, and determinates
ex positivo, finally, the genuine reality of religion in the relation: relation with a Thou that

never turns into an It.

“There is, apparently, no continuity in the Thou-World, therefore, no present that does

not become past. Then, there is no permanent, life-filling presence. This is the funda-

11
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mental question from which we can understand what is legitimately called religion: it is
the question of the continuity of the Thou, of the unconditionality of the Thou” (Buber
2017, 131).

seskosk

The religious phenomenon is therefore defined as a “pure relation” (reine Beziehung)
(Buber 2017, 133) with a Thou, whose essence is perpetual presence. Buber’s determination
of religion faithfully follows the double track of the correlation between presence and rela-
tion he sets in the fifth lecture of Religion als Gegenwart. On the one hand, he acknowledges
that “religion is presence, a present, which, according to its essence, cannot become past”
(Buber 2017, 146). On the other hand, he promptly recognizes that “the simple being-con-
fronted (Gegeniibertreten) is what all religions have comprehended, time and again, as the
real in its reality” (Buber 2017, 136), so that religion constitutes the paradigmatic example of
the I-Thou relation.

Along this way, Buber defines the religious phenomenon as the event par excellence,
in which the rise of presence reveals itself as indissolubly correlated with the occurrence of
the I-Thou relation. By defining religion as presence, the Jewish philosopher focuses on the
relational, responsive, dialogic character of the religious phenomenon, whose key figure is to
be found in that instant of the encounter with the absolute Thou, which has been called rev-
elation. Significantly, he qualifies it as a transforming force that, requiring a receptive coun-
terpart from the human being, inaugurates a gift-giving relationship, whose outcome is not a
content, but rather presence: “the human being receives, and he does not receive a ‘content’
(Inhalt), but rather a presence: a presence as strength (Gegenwart als Kraft)” (Buber 2017,
152). Genuine outcome of the revelation is not something that can be expressed once for all,
but rather an everlasting dialogue with an “entirely personal meaning” (ganz persénlichen
Sinn) (Buber 2017, 155) that, stemming from the encounter with the absolute Thou, is not
imposed as a universal commandment, but opens, on the contrary, to an individual law: “ev-
eryone has to prove it with his strength, in his way, in his limits, in his language, in his life,
in his place where he stands and in the moment in which he stands, in the uniqueness of his
life” (Buber 2017, 149).

Yet, Buber is aware that human beings have developed and shaped their relation to
the absolute Thou not just through these personal events of encounter, whose outcome is a

“presence as strength”, which goes beyond any given content and is, therefore, constantly on

12
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the verge of fading into nothingness, but rather through the mediation offered by historical
religions. The seventh lecture is opened with the explicit recognition of a constitutive tension
between the religious phenomenon and historical religions: “it becomes particularly difficult
and tough at this point, where we are now, to counterpose what we have recognized as the
essence of the religious process to the religion and the religions, how they unfolded in human
history” (Buber 2017, 143).

Aiming to offer continuity to the fleeting instant of revelation in time and space through
faith and worship, historical religions operate, according to Buber, by providing sapiential
and prescriptive contents to the instant of revelation, as “expressed knowledge (ausgesagtes
Wissen) and ordered action (gesetztes Tun)” (Buber 2017, 149), which end up by replacing
the encounter with the absolute Thou. In this process, they expose (and are exposed) to the
risk of dealing with the absolute Thou “as a content, as something that can be shown, ex-
pressed, treated, experienced, as something we can have a lived experience, as an object”
(Buber 2017, 153). Historical religions operate a “change from the presence of the encounter
to forms, images, and concepts” (Moore 1996, 253). Whereby the religious phenomenon
constitutes the paradigmatic example of the I-Thou relation, historical religions seem to act
fostering and perpetuating, in a diametrically opposite way, the dynamics of the I-It relation,
moving in the It-world the absolute Thou, which, according to his essence cannot become
an It. The Jewish philosopher acknowledges this dynamics as nothing less than the tragedy
of the human spirit: “I see the history of religions, that is, the history of the displacement
(Versetzung) of God into the It-world, as the tragedy — not a tragedy, but the tragedy — of the
human spirit” (Buber 2017, 148).

Buber’s sharp critique of institutionalized religions does not throw the baby out with
the bathwater. It points a way, on the contrary, according to which the religious phenomenon
should constitute neither an unconditional submission to any given authority nor a mystical
privileged moment. According to the Jewish philosopher, as we apprehend also from his in-
terpretation of Hasidism, religion is about letting enter the absolute Thou in the middle of the
circumstances of daily life, here and now: “in its innermost foundation, every religious re-
ality is a matter of the here and now, and not a matter of an historical event, which is unique
and incomparable according to its essence” (Buber 2017, 151). Challenging any dichotomic
way of thinking, in particular the antithesis between sacred and profane times and spaces,
and also every form of religious authority, Buber’s conception of religion articulates a dialec-
tic between a receptive (letting the presence of God enter) and an active moment (entering in

relation). Presence and present stem from of the relation between I and Thou. Corresponding-
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ly, the I-Thou relation provides the strength to enter and to realize that present, which faces,
unique and unrepeatable in its appearance, every human being.

Religion as presence proves, finally, to be the paradigmatic example of the I-Thou re-
lation which is capable to redeem any given present from the risk of being a mere fleeting
instant, turning it into accomplished reality. Religion as presence may, therefore, even revert
the sublime melancholy of the human existence, according to which every Thou must be-
come an It, by establishing a pure relation, which elevates any It into a Thou. Along this way,
religion as presence finds the foundation for its accomplishment in the (I-Thou) relation as

presence:

“The pure relation can be fulfilled universally, the relationship to the absolute Thou can
be proven in the becoming Thou of every It, in the elevation of all things and beings to a
Thou. The great capability to say Thou affects all beings”. (Buber 2017, 154).
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Dispute between Buber and Ben-Gurion over
“Understanding the Bible” with Focus on the Debate of 1957

Kotaro Hiraoka

Abstract:

This paper aims to shed light on the understanding of the Bible in the context of modern
Jewish nationalism, highlighting a dispute between Martin Buber and David Ben-Gurion. 1
first outline the relationship between the two men in the framework of 20th-century Jewish
nationalism. Then, based on the disputes between them before and after the founding of the
State of Israel (1948), I consider the dispute of 1957, which centered on the understanding of
the Bible. On August 12, 1957, nine years after the founding of the State of Israel, Ben-Gu-
rion held a meeting in Jerusalem with a group of Israeli intellectuals, in which he lectured
on his understanding of the Bible and messianism. On October 4, about two months later,
Buber publicly criticized Ben-Gurion in the newspaper Davar in an essay titled “On Charac-
ter and Zion.” After reading this essay, Ben-Gurion immediately sent a letter to the editorial
department of Davar in an attempt to refute Buber, and on October 9 of the same year Davar
published his essay titled “Answer to a Contender.” Despite their differences of opinion, the
two men shared a common view of the problems in the State of Israel that centered on the
Bible and Jewish messianism. Where the two clashed was on the status of the state. That is,
Buber advanced the importance of theocracy, which is the realization of prophetic justice in
the State of Israel; on the other hand, Ben-Gurion stressed the importance of existence in the
materialism of the prophets’ discussions, specifically the existence of an actual state. Some
scholars see the two viewpoints as mutually complementary. While Ben-Gurion may have
accepted this characterization of such a relationship, Buber would not have acceded to this

framework of complementary relations with the views of Ben-Gurion at the time.

Keywords:

Martin Buber, David Ben-Gurion, Zionism, Bible, Theocracy
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Ambiguities in Biblical Metaphors:

A study based on the hermeneutics of Paul Ricoeur and Anthony Thiselton

Hideyuki Kagiya

Abstract:

The ambiguity of meaning in metaphorical texts, such as narratives and poems, should be
clarified in historical and narrative criticism. This is needed to ensure a reasonable interpre-
tation and to recognize that the ambiguity of meaning itself cannot be identified as a virtue
of the text. However, the philosophers Heidegger, Gadamer, and Ricoeur, along with the
theologist Thiselton, view the ambiguity of meaning as affirmative in and of itself. This is
because they emphasize the importance of the reader’s participation in the world of the text.
The reader experiences the text as an event rather than as an “object” to be clarified through
empirical analysis. Experiencing text as an event demonstrates that the ambiguity of meaning
is indispensable to the reader’s involvement. Therefore, to gain a greater understanding, it is
important to view the relationship between rational interpretations derived from empirical
studies and new interpretations that emerge when readers experience a text as an event.

If the empirical method removes all ambiguity from the text and strictly pursues only
historically valid interpretations, then any text that immerses the reader in a biblical poem or
story, in which they may apply the text to their current situation, could be judged as a mis-
reading. This is because completely different contexts exist between the situation at the time
the text was written and the reader’s current situation. Conversely, without historical analy-
sis, the reader may give the text any meaning they desire, which could distort the text’s argu-
ment. Therefore, Thiselton chose an intermediate position between radical reader-response
criticism, which assumes that the meaning of the text is entirely left to the reader, and histor-
ical hermeneutics. However, although Thiselton discusses each of the problems that arise in
choosing one or the other, no positive argument is advanced for this intermediate position.
Thiselton adopts the middle stance by a process of elimination. Specific approaches to avoid
are not mentioned where metaphorical texts are regarded as mere vehicles for the author’s
thoughts, and at the same time, neither is any consideration given to the danger of turning

these thoughts into mere mirrors reflecting the reader’s own thoughts.

34



EEMEKROBERIICOVT —R—IL - UT—ILET oY Z— - DRI VDBREICLDER —

Therefore, considering Thiselton’s discussion, this paper offers the following obser-
vations. First, empirical research is necessary to resolve ambiguities caused by the lack of
preliminary understanding and to accurately perceive the interpretations of the metaphorical
text. Second, it is essential for the reader to apply the metaphorical text to their own situation
as a way to interpret the ambiguity of the text and to understand how it pertains to their own
life. Accordingly, by recognizing multiple ambiguities within text containing biblical met-
aphors, it is possible to reconcile an empirical reading with a reading that is applied to the

reader’s situation.
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P Nk K- AR DITEBE IR FE O T51 & ] BHARF U A MBI, 2016 45,
54-55 H,

: GHRER TWRRIEE) DIOREERREO FI ] BAF Y 2 FEEIHERR, 2016 4,
175-176 H,

30 Ak, 179 H, BAITEEOMNE, NEE LI, AMNES BLEOER) 1Tk TEDL
Wb, NINEFIL, LITWENOHEE S, T ISNARIFETHY | IMER L IEX
MEND, WHEE OKEF &1L, SCFRIERIG-CA T 2 O TSR 2 82, 2580 £,
HELEETAHLIChD, NIGHEIL, WIHEE LRI, 772 Wb BESS
METHDH, TIUL, 727 A MOBRINPFHETHDOHP TRABICHBEIND LHE LTS E
O, BE LEOFHETHY , BEOFH LIXXBEND (AL, 178 H),

4 ERHEEFCREHEHCBE W TYH, 77 A NOBKRIIIEETHD, LrL, ThbHOF
BIZE S TERINVEE L2 L01F, HETHLRYBRMBIR~LE W50 0%08 LT
THY, BRMBERTHS Z & ZNAERMIEE L LTRD LD DI T,

5B EL Vo Tn, FEICEL D2 FEME MR X - TR T 5 Z Ll L,
NAFTHZRO LD ICHEH LTS, Iz MiEs L CHRMMN T2 2 ick-T, £
Nz, ZOXHIMEMT ENTZH 0N, ALOMEFEFEIND, - TXTOMMIER
T OVERE, ENSEIBAE ER M 247> T DA TH, — 2O EBULTH S,
HEAT T OERX. FEEEZ, TOHLIZNE T TENT, 2F0, FETHEEBY
DOFFIZET, LA, ME T OMERIZ, FESE, 7272, 300 OfffEfHT 51724
DERBLELTOR, ZHSETHEBT D, - MESITFOOERT D &Ik, - FE
KL TEZOLNI) AEAKDEHETHL, ) (LT 4y NATH— [t a—v=X LD
UWNT R TRRER, BUEEEE . 1997 4, 105 H.,)

6 TE<—DOFZTIE, AR HCZBWTEEAROF, Al it@ds THE I2koT
R S5 F5TlE e (e NEBICAEE CaEL T ERIR ) [l d 2 FHTH 5,
OFN, HHv—PALRRCBWCTEEELEZ501F, BARBRLBET 28R L)
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X, IOITRIEMN ., NEOBEESENRORBROLEE CHHIEETHD, 20 &
5. ACRHRICBWCEIET 5 HIENEfRZ Wik 5 Z &0, X ~—Il b > T TH
TWCTHo 7 CEIPREST Y #~— A 55V 2T A & i3] 2E4.2019 45.9-10 H),
FEEERMFTIEIC L > I AMEOIIL A M LG WS &~ —o AR5 1
X, AN TH—OREL R TIND, £7-, V7 —» [EE7ER] 28T
FLDIL, WL L TEBENTEREY OAFERAB L., TEICEDSINE VI HTH
D, 2OV 7 —NONBIZHET, " TH—OEERRBOOND, ~NAT H—,
HEw—. U7 =L ZREICERY ARz 'L b sy, FfEO@EmN RN D,
NT A NATH[EE~OBE] OV —X[ATH—28E] 5F12%) &,
AL L— e T AR BISCH, 1996 4F 191 H,

[ I, 308 &,

SINT 4 AT H— [k a—v=XL|ZHONT], 101 &,

[A k. 102 H,

[F . 145 H,

HC5E D preunderstanding (GEATEEAR) L 1X. FA Y FED Vorverstindnis DEHERN TH D, Z D
FHE, FANIA . AT H = TA =2 BTk o TR O ST %I R
L 7g o7z, preliminary understanding (F{HIUEEAR) & HIEIND, T hv U, BHEL
BtoT 7 2 Fofilz T, SATEEEZBIT 2, FlAE, EROBCACBIT LT
A b, Thbb, FRESOHXZHRAML 2O, mEIE. TOT 7 A NONEZBRfiET
X0 LA, Wi & 2R o OB TR, TIVEAE) &2 BT 503N H D (Anthony
C. Thiselton, Why Hermeneutics? An Appeal Culminating with Ricoeur (United States: Cascade
Books, 2019), 112.), EF7 /v h= > @ RFEIZ, ROTEICIEE STV D55 “Is
exegesis without presuppositions possible? (HifAEIEk7Z: LICIREILTRED?) ~” 2 I iz
L., Rudolf Bultmann and Schubert M. Ogden eds., New Testament and mythology and other basic
writings (Philadelphia : Fortress Press, 1984).

B CRRBE R E R T A A M T oA T H — b FERERAFRES AR L LR L
TELT, WOLIITERTND, [SEIERFESL, SEZOLOZRFN, BN
ICERRT D 2 &M, TNEEMER RV E, BBEZTND, RELFEDRVTHE
EEREV, TOWVIOMRITITENRY OHEFNRSH Y | MEOEEEREZFLHT TWD O
TTe TIOWVIHENSIE, FIZENRVIIPNRKICLEDZ L2 ES T LR TE 21T
Tl (FAT v AT H— [FHE~OELE] 191 H,)

AL OEZEL L HBMEZAKICT A0, ETIRMERE L ZOLEBICOWVTHAT
LMEND D, VX rar X OERICIIVUE RFII = S0OBRM AT 5T D,
BRI ISR W TR L, (5642 0T 7 A N EERT 55 2L
TWe (Ux v - ruryy MRERE] RRE, EBEEFR, Akt CUEZ &Y a),
2018 4F, 12 H), £ LT, ZOHFITE W bIF, MRS, ECRB T, 74 7+
VT XABEOT VI AT 4 RA, AT e bbbl >THREL, TOBRIT7 Y —
RUE v adf 7w n—s TS L (AR 12213 5), WROEREIT, Bikks
I A NEW D BICERFO T2 LEE Uiz Z &b RIRFEITY R, RIREE O )
FINLIGC o7 (ML 12 H), Fio, RFITAREMICEEE LTORBEEZA L TEY,
FoANEELRT 52 L &I 201, #x a0 LIEERE L T (7
b)o WA, ARBUCEID DR 2 ORI D BEMSCEBRER LB 20
([, e ORAZRRELTWEDTHS (AL, 10-11 H), FRFOH B TiX, 7o
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NIV e T VB AR RRFOTRER AR R L LoD b, HHP D ANFICE
Ak EORREE LTI A EMS T (FE, 13EH), £ L TEOMRYE. B
RBEICES S HEmRICRIL L T e (Rl , MREOB=BRII~AT v AT
7 ’ﬁ%éﬂé%®fb@ BB TR S LCOMRT] ST oKENE L
Tiiﬂﬁ (A 14 5), B MR E L, ADAFETHE Y HFIETHD ;FWD AN
AE%@%@@éﬁW ﬁméﬂ5ﬁ$mﬁﬂhf%%ék%95 W, AT H—IC K
LIERFORAERIIAFET L (FE), "AT T2k >T, BRFEREDLD iTﬁZ
FT@&<%@%®%®T%D\%ﬂﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂiof%éﬁmkﬁ%méﬂié@f
b2 (AL, 14H), BRICBTHRFORKEZL (DX ~—V 77—, BILOK
D OBME T2 D) 1INA T H—OYBONICNLE T DB, AT H—IZBNTE
PIVD IR NEE BEVICENTZATGEF L ORMEEELEOITHEAL, Tk T, va
TATN—=RT 4 )V H A DB L @F%{-ﬁ%ﬁ@)?bt (FE, 15H), L2L, H=F
PEDIRIRFE T2 HId, RPIIZETE IS hEmE LTOEENMT 5SS Tnd &
SHAIZEFRE L2 o7 (FE, 15H), Eo0EMIZT LA, YRR EmI /T
XA LZUYREL, BREOSEER - BRI A K0 IEYICRHET 2 K 9 R, S HITE
NIfRR 2 REIEDLZ E2ho7- (R, 15 H), HEIEFEOFEENLZDORAD
—PlEEFDLE, K=V =T RL-Tay s OIE [EEZEXL] (UK,
HE & HHRER. #oofE, 2021 45, J5EE : André LaCocque and P. Ricoeur, Thinking Biblically:
Exegetical and Hermeneutical Studies (United States: The University of Chicago Press, 1998).) 7%
b, TOHFTY 7 —nit, BEBELTORKUIL-T, 77 A NOBEREWRDLETED
B2 AT DM FiEL . S O E 2 B IS AL TR L RS S
A7 7 A N &SI LT D, ST, FRFIIEU LD LS REBRH 205 EH0R, —
BLTEA5DIE, MRFRT 7 A NOBEMEZRET L7 THLENS ZETHD,
Fhdzru R, REME MG ERICTIRE T 2MIRFREL VWD b, BgEn
DREZDbDEEBLTND] EHFENTHD (Pyr s Frryy [MERE] 11 H),
LR G, U EREEHFETDHRA N EL=ZXLIBNT, 727 A NOBEN L 1T
ERBLOHEDOBT D2 IEURIIRTT Db DL BB EINTZ, ZDID, T A FNDEF
HEDSH>T, RAPMEX =AM LB L OZO BRI L TN FE L &
aTdATIN=RT ANEA | NAT A= DR H DR FEH L EOBT, ML
VERFRD T O 2 b irole, HThH, X ~v—L P Y v - T U XORSFIE
FHLHTHD ([REDY | EFEEIND ZOWMPIZONT FEL FROET 2SR L
X T UVENCRTENT B —1E0 [T A SRR RN, SR
EIEAR, EEKE, 1990 4, 93-139H), I—r vy NORX FEFX=Z L L TR
TVHEIv= N T—a=RN TAVIDORARNEL =AML LTI Fr—F-m—
T4 —ERAB Y — - T 4y a MUK TH S (Anthony C. Thiselton, Why Hermeneutics?
An Appeal Culminating with Ricoeur, p.112.), & L T, {&#EAY 72 R FHY FLHIAD B R 72 B
DEE LB RERBBIL, KA MEX =X Mob, BROHS MR X ORH 0%
Tz (' AT LAUE) TEPE (radical) ] (CHEFH L7272, 48 6 OMREGILT 7 A
hDERE DR O D ERMEE iB/uTb\f_&b\jm Cholz, Ty N, A
BRI B U 7 — AR E D E COMRRMRPRIFHINES KORA P EX =X
Mo b O E A L, 1980 4£0D The two horizons : New Testament hermeneutics and philo-
sophical description Wlth special reference to Heidegger, Bultmann, Gadamer, and Wittgenstein 7)>
5 2018 4D The power of pictures in Christian thought : the use and abuse of images in the Bible
and theology \ZE 5 £ T, BEZ OFEEOT T, (EEFL, 177 A b, [BEOBERK]. TH5
) OMEZWPIZLTEE - B S, EURMRICE S 2 & v ) FREIZIRY M2
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T T& T, BREMGRAZIRIT D ERIKC, BET A NEEL2OEICEDLI DL LT
WY e CZITED Z xR L CHfER D), Fo.2b 2 BEYIRRA) & IXTh,
T A NI DLELERERSH S 200, ZOX) MW ETEL N TRRL, B
KNOZHEFITDI 2L E A THEBEMICH LTS, BTHI L FiE, N A
TH—TFEIEMEL Loo, MIIOFETIN Y ~—I12, BHOFEFETIZY 7 —11icE
HKHLL TW D, PlEo XS iiof T, AKfETid, & bR 5 RMITK
FeClEftno2%, O RO A EIERW LIAMLT 5 2 & T, EHAIEL e 88
FIREMRIZ F5 U 2 FEREAIWFZE L BEE I K DM D, &0 BRI OO G L 2k 5,
[F2Mk (metaphor) | &9 FED AILEIX, DBHICL - T, /2, IEFRICL > THERND
D120 ZDEFRPID TFEMEL 2o T D, b —RINZRSENER T B E 1T T
K72 ITHIbFBAEH L R2N—XDHKRTHY . ZhRRBIEZORERTHD, Zh
WZxt LT, IRFEORRMIE, BERMEKREREZRE L. 2086, BAETIE Mk &&
LEINDHLENL N (272 L FEETIIRBE ORI HIAZ ORI “metaphor” ThH 57280,
HENKLETHD), LinL, MRFACBITARROERIZILIVEETHDL, A =ZADT2
ERFEIRIZIBNT TR & o72hE, TR T O —XORKR TIZRWEER
2, BT, 7 RVT s a—U ey —lZBWT, NEM] SIXERSBRE, SR
Rz ZAFEEE L. TR (TEWRP IR 72 & 2554457 (Adolf Jilicher, Die Gleich-
nisreden Jesu, 2. Aufl. (Tiibingen: J.C.B. Mohr [Paul Siebeck], 18881899 [repr. 1910; Darmstadt:
Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 1963, 1976]), 1:93,97.), = X—k « 77 7%, =& %
RhA AR E 2L, B e LT & 2G56E, Nz omEitRics 545
LK T TERERT EE XD, 77 7%, Robert Funk, Language, Hermeneu-
tic, and Word of God. The Problem of Language in the New Testament and Contemporary Theology
(New York : Harper & Row, 1966), 136 D {E 12 |28V T, EM & FEMDOE T as < like D
FIIZD D LBRDA, FRFIC, WEOELS T [z & 25BN T as X like [TH I S
NTNWD T2, HEMERDOENIC L > TEER L FEKREZXNTE L0 TIER, &
BHREN, DD, NRE TOEWVI L ZFOKMESIE EFohTtnd) Lok
RTCEH, BRoEHRE., EREOHHINEIHICHL I RoTD, [ERITFHHAKH TS
V. RMITEWRZANET 2, S L LTOREKRTIE, PIEICSND NE R E NS
NOEREAVBHOLNUDIELGNTEBY, ZNaRifRs TN TESH, LrL, BR
ICBWTZORIFFERSND] (bid, p. 137) &6 77 7 13ENTWD 2, FEREMR
MEW WIS IR A LS 7o, RFIZ L > TRER SN DL 25Eb D, = —
Vervy—b 770 0%BER, VEALRAAL REXFERRETERTHLETHZ LD,
TR THLETHIEHRYTHLHE L, MFITEFRLTEBY, FHNRLOLH
5 &% 2% (Anthony C. Thiselton, Why Hermeneutics? An Appeal Culminating with Ricoeur, p.
580, vEADUACE S TRKROIETHIFIZL VIR, TR EIE, HEHSEEHW T,
FEOMN. SNTHERDOBRZTLSOBEMIC L - TIRIE L, FREY OSHETIHBELEN
RN LERATLLOTH D, RBRIT, —HOBEMEMGTOBME RS TCOD L X
CLTHMATSZLICk T, oD R LA MRS % (Anthony C. Thiselton,
Why Hermeneutics? An Appeal Culminating with Ricoeur, p. 109.) & /L h N3 ENTW D,
ZOFTENHIE, BN CBRERE - SCOMKRKRBICERE L T LT, FHSHRRK
EOUETHEREHHH L TWD Z ER0n5, ARETIE, 2 b rOSSIZAIY |
RBRAHMEBRO—UIZEAETDH, HOABROREMESRLE L TRTDHI L& L,

VE 14 Tl — U by — kT 7 o MR S AR BB & D I, AR
BOTE, A ZAD72L ZFEERRSCEREWVWI BT IV —Timd 5 2 & BNBEIC—f%H
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Thd, LEB>T, ARTIE, RRORERONIZTZLAFELEHLZE LT D,

AfaT TRRIT 7 2 b LFIBICIE, WREFFO L D RFFNT 7 X b afkaii L,
FRIZ, A TR XD T2 L AR RIAICELS 2L L5, NUurEMMNFHT 7 A NTH
HLMBRENT 7 A N THLMIZONTIE, FRFICL - T, 72, EWICE T, &l
NOEFTNZ L > TH MR mivd, AR AAE, T T ADEZNA A=V H T
BY Y TR R A L TV W I B XTI RLTELWEIEE R R
(Anthony C. Thiselton, The power of pictures in Christian thought : the use and abuse of images in
the Bible and theology (London: SPCK, 2018), 105.) £ ik~ N7 EHIZH N TH T 1 v—
MEAINTWAZ EEBFL TS, EL, EffitmEEn, Bk & TWEE &
WO RARNCR R L2FUTH L Z & bMITFEM L T D, BRI EZ 2 0nEL AL
THFRED b, HEZITL > THAFORNENIBGTHR A D2MEED T3, HENRT
7 A RDOEWIISERERESWVITEARRE N, U e EFHRFFMEEND LW S [
P, RN OIS BN AR IR AT 572012, FRvi b 2iil o
oL RET 7 A R TH D Z LISHEmORMODRNT 7 A MIRHBEZRE L TEREED
Do

V7= ki, BRORIUTIBN T, ZRMIME LY bikE b2 59, Bersdly
CXBRLENT2ALD P T, BROBERIT, BROERTH L, BT IREICBs
T, R EFFIHEIND72DICH LD TH-> T, flifEEZ RNWZIND72DI0H DD TiE
M, MBRLIFEFHINDIREILDOTHY, BHESNDHOTIERY, O &) 7k
BT, NHMEOREZ RDE LR DL L) 77— iTfall T 5, SEEOFRIZRIRICIC
FoT, Tx TR HICHRETRSRE LTTIERL, BXHOILOLLTRDZ
LINTEDL EMITEZ DD TH D, (Kevin J. Vanhoozer, Biblical narrative in the philosophy of
Paul Ricoeur: a study in hermeneutics and theology (Cambridge [England]: Cambridge University
Press, 2007), 60.)

Ibid., pp. 60-61.
Idem.
Idem.

FERPEE o TR WM (EE7fEK) 1L T, ROl < THERES ). (Al
ZWb ), RHzZRET L) oL 5, HAMEICE > TEREZA L, BRI TR
L U7, TBEAZREM ) & L<IE TR 728 LT D, SEATERM & i o
RHOBRIEIZOWTIE, Ya—Y - LA a7 033 MICim T 5, BlxiE, TREe s
VD (FHIeTH D)) ORI~ OBMTERS RN TN D06 22 TR 2 RE L)
MR 2 fiRT 21 XD RFEHAPAFEMMEHNSNLDOTH S, RHIERY ] DLD
BRI IS A S 77— LIRS, FFLIIROXMEZRSATZL, G LA =
TZ.MYaryy vy & NED A —, MlE =, TaMm=R, KEEEFE,
1986 4,

ZIZTo TR &, —CHEAO, REORREZFL TWD, 2F0, [OL572) (24
LT DLERHNON TN —XDHGRTH 5,

Paul Ricoeur, Interpretation Theory: Discourse and Surplus of Meaning (Fort Worth: Texas
Christian University Press, 1976), 46.

Rl e D b, msSm e b - 2 SL TR RS OMBCE] AT,
BRI, G2 ok 1987 R 82 H,

Al L. 83 H,
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ZRMENGRSNBRWGEE, ZREIBRI LD, b LENABELATHNIE, 78
FEBEO DO Th L ERHBICHEREEX L2 L b, Thwz, ByPEiEea s
Ea—2 —5ikE, B S 2MUERICHERT 2 2 L IT X o THESHIG IR L L, B
RIGEZFREIZLTWD, LML, ZALIEEMFNICERENH O TIT R AT
BT 5 HOTH 7R (Kevin J. Vanhoozer, Biblical narrative in the philosophy of Paul Ricoeur: a
study in hermeneutics and theology, p. 59.),

HATIE, ANZB Y 7 — 0 K5 Z ORI« WO TR RIS A7 ()l
N THER O SCEEFAIRGGR | 5 4243 RAapl & LTy TAAEBaRE] 5 47-1 5. AE
HFstas, 1986 4, 46-81 HA I/ L), £, FATEIL 74V vbeiZLb4
BHERE Y 7 — VT K D AEE RERIER. LA 2 7 ORMIIRERE & B £ 272 BT,
PEOLEHAIER T Y 2 P ESLFERICEA OMEM O H Y | BT HITREWRIC
LoThbebInNdBMmEBBFELILAF L TVD LTRSS (FAEE %Y 2 MM
ERBETE -SRI c 7 XA M) TH U R NCARELE] 5535, mHRKFE
BHFR, 20154, 1-18 H), Z 0B 2 2 LHIICKREE L7253 L LT, RoOMiFRH
&%, Higm AR SN FRERIREROMHIC SV T - QGBI O & 2D <o T —)
[—hZe i 25 12 %%, RIS RT:— MBI 7E o 2 — 2020 42, 90-106 H, HFE
MBERIIAZNIZ, ZOoMOFEGTIEIR ZoMEBA-E4%2ELRT, ZLTEOD
Frtbd 212, REMIRROBE®R A TRICEELSND LWV ZEEHVET, Lk
IRIZBNT S ORI~ NOBIERIBONITEL 9 2. LEER->T, FELLNR
WPEWEGOBI &R RAT L TND L LGICHRT LT TERY, ZORMEE L
FROMER TR L7222, 22 T&bic, =T FoRENEGE ) & 7720
fEiffE) WV L TR TR S50 W BWAE EL, AROER~L £ D,
RWRICIIERORENRH Y, ZORFNSIIZRECL2BRIBAET 203708, Y
7= VERO L HIZHIBERTN S, R, b OFHEICIE, 2EEOLHREDRH D
EEWIENDTHD, KRMIZE 5L, BEROBRRICEI2ZR/ETH S, bivbis
B Ees, BaUb R S6E, BPHii 23X 2 9 2 S mE Lo vl amBled
X OBEKROSHEEZ R R Tt b, i, RMERICEBN TR, —#EEOX
Fa T2 < BEWROBRENIC L > TEZENTHLFHEICONADLIITIHEI D TH D, (K—
e ) 7 —v TEEEMRE] ACKIE, fox KGR, S o4k, 1995 48, 68 H, BT
EFHONME,) ZORENSIE FFEOLEM BRI [—RHEOFEIC LD b0 & 17
7 A NPAREN A DEFBR S ] O2MFET L) 7 —ART#H L TnD 2 En
3n%e —HBMEDOKM(DED T 7 A MIDTTF ) ICL > TETLIEROREI S & b,
V7 —ME TBRS) ThHEBZXTHLOTHD, Zkblid, SITHEMOR R
TORIEE (DFEV ZHEMOTT —) ITERTIHIEEROARAARSILAREH I 4 b Fox
THoMEO MBS L LTHRADNETHAS I, L, [EHROBRIC L > TELEN
ThdEE] (DFEV, 50 - RKWT 7 2 8) OWNEIZE W TS, T3E OR+075%E
ITEHARIC L > TAT 2RSS & 177 2 MPIAREMICIH A 550K S | 2RI L T
WD EW D IRIZOWTE, HRORY | FATHFETHEB STV,

A=« U7 —) [REMRT], 283 H,

. Fo AZTEGBAFRRATRETHD &V DIF, MORIUZET VL Slenénd
ZETIERY, LA, EEFTZRERITEWREAANET D EIT, O F WX BRI W)
HIZLENS & ThD (AL),

Paul Ricoeur and John B. Thompson eds., Hermeneutics and the human sciences: essays on lan-
guage, action and interpretation (Cambridge [Eng.] ; New York: Cambridge University Press,
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1981), 159. ZOERNBIE, ¥ ~—0 [HEL E] F—HORELHHA-IMD Z LN T
&2,

The power of pictures in Christian thought : the use and abuse of images in the Bible and theology,

pp. 98-104 T, BN M XT 7 7 OEZEHTEICIHME L TV 5, £72. Why Herme-

neullcs7 An Appeal Culminating wzth choeur B FroofEimE. XA Frnb
VR TS B SN N Iy % e i BolbDThHD,

Robert Funk, Language, Hermeneutic, and Word of God. The Problem of Language in the New Tes-
tament and Contemporary Theology, p. 143.

/\/x /sz/W T ~— [EHE T i o 2500 (U, 26 158) & H
JVEES . EBCRFHIR. 1986 4E, 173 H,

INVA = b’z”zlxﬁ HE~— [EEE I PR O B ] (IR, 55 2 &) fEFHI,
BHPLRRAR, JEEORFE AR R, 2008 4F, 464-465 H,

[EJJ:O

[EJJ:O

a2 T AT A—URICB O T FRFEE fEROL—L) L L TIRZAONTWEZRN, v a
FTA T N—IfEIRFE RO THhdE L, MREITT 7 A NOEEL—IK
fbL, FEEOAEZBERBRTHZLICE-oT, ELWEMNAREL 2D v a T4 T~/ —
137 % 7= (Anthony C. Thiselton, Why Hermeneutics? An Appeal Culminating with Ricoeur, p.9.) ,
HE=—TKDO X HITENTN D, [HHPBEARDTRE VD OPEZEEAAORAE
RERTH TN, TNHEOESDOEARTHD ZENEITIEHEINDLITH A I,
TOLFEARBEET S LICE>TUI LD T, AMIFEEDO R ST, bivbidE
HWEMRE DXL TV A HREZEUNCHRET 2RI TA0THE, ] (hoAR=
FANG « T w— [EFE ik E0IREO TN ] 5 2 %, 435-436 H,)

T A NMERE R — K7 — L7 EOWEO (M : Spiel) 50> L (Spiel), FAHOHEE
(Spiel) 1272 & 2 BT TIC, N A= Ny - HE~— [EHF L Gk TR iR 2
DI D 1% (KA VFERE FEERTIEE 1H) CRERAIh T

W, [PHE b7 7 A b (Closed texts) |3 45 E DRz L+ D ﬂLT (B in7=7
27 A ) (Open texts) [ OMREIET, BHE O T 7 A2 ML, HREEET L
WOIZIES LTz THifTHYT 7 & k| (Engineering texts) 75§ﬂﬂF”E’J'CZ%5 TEHAE R D
FlThHs, I, FFRIHINTZT 7 A M THDIHEENRELL ., £ 2 CTlltkc 2EBERD)E
EWRT L ENTED, L, TENHOHENRLOLH D, Fl I, BKERO
L. ionizala=r—rarTld, falRe SNDKMERET 2D, Fa'fﬁ#ﬂ?i
aAIa=lr—v3 ‘/'Ci KOLAZDOWTFEDL—FH T, ZRNENLS BLVOFEI ThiLlE
fElCTd D, \ZHIWT &5, (Anthony C. Thiselton, Why Hermeneutics? An Appeal
Culminating with choeur, p. 110.)
U2 — X —FECHARRENERE., Ho Lok U T 7 A M) IZBNT,
ELWHREITHE—Th 5720, Mool EZEMT 5 2 LITHENES TH Y, i
D THLIPERAMICHIATE 2, LOAL R Wm0 XS N7 27 A M) i
H—OELWHEEWI LORGFHELRWNZD, 77 A MO REERLZMIRTH -
TH, TAEFRD LFEHIT 5 2 LITAS TRV,
RN AR, MEICL S TERM, b LEESHRNICSIEEZ SN T 7 A MORE
RAARIZOWT, IROBIEDHE 1 E Tim U Cu 5, Anthony C. Thiselton, New horizons in
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hermeneutics (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Pub. House, 1992).

NATH—E, 77 A FORBRICE o TIRFREPERESEONDBILICHOWNWT, kDX
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Book Review:
Yukiko Nishikawa, International Norms and Local Politics in
Myanmar (London: Routledge, 2022)
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Book Introduction:

Wakaha Mori, Hajime Yamamoto, and Yumiko Murakami,
Cuneiform Tablets, Collections in the Kyoto University Museum,
No. 9 (The Kyoto University Museum, 2022)

FEE. LXE, HEBRAZFHEE

MREXFHLIR] (RBXRELEBMENBEHBEZEIS)
(RBREREEYME. 2022 F)

Ada Taggar Cohen

This volume publishes the contents of the cuneiform tablets housed in the Kyoto University
Museum, which were first received by the Department of Literature, Kyoto Imperial Univer-
sity, in 1915 as a donation from Dr. C. J. Ball of the University of Oxford, as well as contents
from the two tablets presented to the museum by Prof. A. H. Sayce and Prof. G. Uchida. The
volume is authored by two Research Fellows of CISMOR, Dr. Wakaha Mori and Dr. Hajime
Yamamoto, with the participation of Dr. Yumiko Murakami of the Kyoto University Muse-
um. At the end there is an postscript by Prof. Emeritus Kazuya Maekawa of Kyoto Universi-
ty, explaining the history of the tablets’ collection at Kyoto University Museum.

The collection in the volume includes 60 tablets that are all presented in photos, trans-
literations, and translations. The tablets are written in cuneiform script in the Sumerian, Ak-
kadian, and Hittite languages. The volume is bilingual, where the informative text and trans-
lations appear in both Japanese and English.

The book opens with a foreword presenting the history of the collection and how it
came to be in the museum. It also mentions that a large number of the Sumerian tablets were
already transliterated and translated in 1928 by Yomokuro Nakahara in the first publication
of Sumerian tablets in Japan. Thanks to the enormous advances made since then in cunei-
form studies, particularly the Sumerian language, this new reading gives the tablets a clearer
meaning and better places them in historical context. Next, the authors give a chronology of
the treated texts as well as a map of the regions from which they originated according to their
contents [pp. 10-11].

The volume is then divided into two main parts. The first part includes photos of the
tablets in the following order: Sumerian (Tablets no. 993-2 through 993-52; 993-54 & 55)
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and Akkadian (Tablets 993-X-two tablets; 993-90) [pp. 14-71]. The second part includes
copies of the texts, their transliterations, and their translations [pp. 78—153]. After the two
main parts, an appendix, a postscript, a catalogue and scholarly references are added [pp.
154-167]. Let me describe each part in detail.

The first part displays color photos of each tablet from six angles (obverse, reverse,
and each of the edges) to permit full reading of the tablet. The photos are high-resolution,
and the signs can be seen clearly (scans made by Cultural Images Archive Co., Ltd., headed
by Dr. Ari Ide, Faculty of Engineering, Kyoto University). Each tablet is numbered with the
running numbers of the volume after the museum number (993-). Next, museum information
is presented: the language of the tablet, its provenance, and its date. The content of the tablet
is also described, such as “Receipt for Barley” or “Withdrawal of Livestock,” as well as the
size of the tablet. At the end of this part, there are two additions: one that includes photos of
five tablets produced by the same scribe from the city of Umma, and which the authors found
interesting to comment about, and the other that presents four tablets that are copies (i.e.,
models) of four originals, which were made by a Japanese company for sale around 1930.
Today these models, housed in the museum, are used for teaching.

The second main part includes the meticulous work of hand-drawn copies of all tab-
lets prepared by Dr. Mori and Dr. Yamamoto. Each copied tablet has four rubrics: 1) a hand-
drawn copy of the tablet’s obverse and reverse sides as well as its edges if attested; 2) details
of provenance, period, language, size, content, and previous publication; 3) transliteration of
the signs; and 4) translation [pp. 78—139]. Following this section, a separate section of hand-
drawn copies is devoted to the seals impressed on 26 tablets of the collection [pp. 140—153].
All of the seals are impressed on Sumerian tablets, the majority of which are from Umma.
The copy shows the position of the impression on the tablet and its transliteration, transla-
tion, and whether it has been previously published. Pages 154—158 include four previously
published tablets based on the publication of Nakahara 1928 and Hamada 1923, without new
photos. Three of these tablets are in the Sumerian language and one is in the Hittite language.
The tablets are presented in the same format: 1) a photo from the original publication, 2) sug-
gested provenance, period, language, content, 3) transliteration, and 4) translation.

The translations of the tablets in a bilingual format offer scholars an additional resource
for interpreting administrative records, mainly from the period of the Sumerian Ur III dy-
nasty. The Sumerian records offer insights into the transfer of commodities from storehouses
within the royal administration for the temples and the gods, as well as the palace and offi-

cials. The two main cities mentioned are Umma and Puzrish-Dagan. The three Akkadian tab-
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lets include one from Dilbat, dated to the Old Babylonian period, one from the Achaemenid
period of Babylon showing contracts of sale (land and slave), and the third of unknown prov-
enance, dated to the Middle Babylonian period, showing records of grain rations distributed
to palace officials. Unfortunately, the Hittite tablet is very fragmentary and thus yields hardly
any content.

The publication of this volume will surely offer scholars new materials to study and
review in the future, enhancing our knowledge of the long-gone cultures of the Ancient Near
East.
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Ukraine without Russia:
History and Churches in Ukraine with a Focus on Eastern Orthodoxy

Sanami Takahashi

Abstract:

The invasion of Ukraine drove a wedge into the world of Orthodox Christianity, which is
shared by the ethnic Eastern-Slavs. Eastern Orthodoxy is characterized by an “autocephalous
church system” that developed with the concept of nation state, wherein, the jurisdiction of
the church is usually defined in line with national borders. The current conflict between Or-
thodox Russia and Ukraine stems from the fact that most of the former USSR’s territory is
still under the jurisdiction of the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC), and that the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church remains without the autocephalous status. It is also noteworthy that Ortho-
doxy is a shared identity factor for both ethnic groups. Though orthodox faith bonds them, it
burdens Ukrainians under the war against Russians. This paper will provide an overview of
the myth of “brothers” sharing Orthodoxy. Furthermore, it examines the nature of the prob-
lems that Ukraine is facing regarding religion/culture/history of Orthodoxy and reviews a

series of issues surrounding current Ukrainian Churches from a broad perspective.

Keywords:

Ukraine, Russia, Eastern Orthodox, Religion and Nationalism, Politics of Memory
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Editor’s Postscript

We are pleased to send you the eighteenth issue of the Journal of the Interdisciplinary Study of
Monotheistic Religions (JISMOR). The current issue features reflections on Matin Buber (d. 1965), one
of the most prominent Jewish religious philosophers, and includes articles dealing with interpretations
of his famous lecture series “Religion as Present” and his understanding of the Bible in the context of
modern Jewish Nationalism. The issue also contains a contributed article that passed our peer review
process. It discusses an interpretation of how to recognize multiple ambiguities within text containing
biblical metaphors. Furthermore, the issue contains a special contribution that examines the history
and present situation of the Eastern Orthodox Church in Ukraine and Russia. This special contribution
offers important insights into the influence and background of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, which
has been a major ongoing international crisis since 2022. Finally, the issue presents a book review and
a book introduction. The editors believe the contents of this issue can meaningfully deepen the reader’s
understanding of the historical and contemporary aspects of the monotheistic religions and religions in
general. We hope the issue inspires your research activities.

March 2023
Teruaki Moriyama, Chief of Editorial Committee
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