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Ukraine without Russia:
History and Churches in Ukraine with a Focus on Eastern Orthodoxy

Sanami Takahashi

Abstract:

The invasion of Ukraine drove a wedge into the world of Orthodox Christianity, which is
shared by the ethnic Eastern-Slavs. Eastern Orthodoxy is characterized by an “autocephalous
church system” that developed with the concept of nation state, wherein, the jurisdiction of
the church is usually defined in line with national borders. The current conflict between Or-
thodox Russia and Ukraine stems from the fact that most of the former USSR’s territory is
still under the jurisdiction of the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC), and that the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church remains without the autocephalous status. It is also noteworthy that Ortho-
doxy is a shared identity factor for both ethnic groups. Though orthodox faith bonds them, it
burdens Ukrainians under the war against Russians. This paper will provide an overview of
the myth of “brothers” sharing Orthodoxy. Furthermore, it examines the nature of the prob-
lems that Ukraine is facing regarding religion/culture/history of Orthodoxy and reviews a

series of issues surrounding current Ukrainian Churches from a broad perspective.
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