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Preface

For our 11™ Conference on Jewish Studies — an ongoing gathering of international
scholars which offers a wide range of studies on Jewish culture in correlation with
other religious traditions — we chose the topic of pilgrimage. Unlike the previous ten
conferences, which were held on the campus of Doshisha University in Kyoto, this
time we had to hold a series of online lectures on the ZOOM platform, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic travel restrictions. The lectures were also made available to the
general public on the CISMOR website.

The series of lectures offered various views on the essential components of
pilgrimage in several periods of time and in different religious contexts. Each lecture
consisted of an analysis of the way pilgrimages were conducted, in which way their
purposes were understood, and what scholars could learn from this today. The topic of
pilgrimage involves the research fields — to indicate the most obvious — of
anthropology, history, literature, religious studies, as well as tourism in antiquity and
modern times. To quote Alan Morinis: “[Pilgrimage] is rather a composite process
pieced together from elements of mythological, ritual, belief, psychology, social roles,
architecture, geography, literature, drama and art, and spiritual concerns.”! The papers
included in this volume offer different perspectives on the topic, via the use of textual
material relating to historical societies and the study of the ways that pilgrimage is
conducted nowadays.

Initially, CISMOR conducted a program organized by its Jewish Studies
Group of Research Fellows on the theme of “Revisiting the ‘Zion/Jerusalem/Holy
Land’: View From the Biblical Text until Today” ([ 4> /= /L4 L A /Bt | #]
OFRE  BETF X B4 HIZES £ TJ) including the topic of “Pilgrimage
to Jerusalem”. A workshop was organized in which Dr. Hiraoka Kotaro and Dr. Anri
Ishiguro presented two themes related to the topic of pilgrimage. The workshop took
place on October 23, 2021 and was followed by the first online lecture by Prof. Ora
Limor of the Open University of Israel. The two presentations by the Research Fellows

were as follows?:

! Alan Morinis, ed. Sacred Journeys: The Anthropology of Pilgrimage (Contributions
to the Study of Anthropology 7; Westport, CT.-London: 1992), 2.
2 For a summary of these presentations see CISMOR VOICE 34 (5/2022), pp. 5-6.
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“‘Pilgrimage’ in a Contemporary Meaning: American Jews as an Example” (340
DOBRBVIER « 7 AV J1 « 24 % N& %)) by Dr. Anri Ishiguro.

“Pilgrimage in Medieval Jewish Bible Interpretation — Focusing on Abarbanel” (IH
fit o & BEEAR IR IZ 35 1) 2 38&4L—T N v T 7 RV & L Z—]) by Dr. Kotaro

Hiraoka.

The lecture by Prof. Limor, held on October 23, 2021, was on pilgrimage in
Christianity from a historical standpoint. The lecture by Prof. Ryosuke Okamoto, held
on November 7, 2021, was on the modern concept of pilgrimage, as it is currently
studied in the context of tourism. The lecture by Prof. Daniella Talmon-Heller, held
on December 19, 2021, was on the place of pilgrimage to Mecca and other holy sites
in Islam. Finally, the lecture by Prof. Ada Taggar Cohen, held on March 27, 2022, was
on pilgrimage in the Hebrew Bible in correlation with the idea of sacred journeys
conducted by the Hittite royal family to the cult centers of their country. The lecture
of Dr. Kotaro Hiraoka is published separately in its lecture format with scholarly
references.

Since three of the lectures were delivered in English and two were delivered
in Japanese, we have chosen to publish them in their original languages. To each article

we added an abstract in both languages.
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3 Alan Morinis, ed. Sacred Journeys: The Anthropology of Pilgrimage (Contributions
to the Study of Anthropology 7; Westport, CT.-London: 1992), 2.
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