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What "Muslim Zionists" Cast On:
A Trap of Dichotomy and the Ways to Recognize the Question of Palestine

Hani Abdelhadi

Abstract:

Among the various positions that can be taken on the Question of Palestine, the
position of "Muslim Zionists" that has emerged in recent years is particularly
characteristic. According to the existing understanding of conflict, it was common to
depict the major axis of confrontation between the "Palestinian Arab Muslim" and the
"Israeli Jewish" positions based on the ethnic and religious affiliation of the main parties
concerned. Therefore, Muslim Zionists are considered to belong to both positions, that is,
a position with self-contradiction.

At present, Muslim Zionist has not developed into an organized movement, and it
cannot be said that it has been systematized as a single thought. Reflecting on this, it has
not been subject to academic discussion. However, at a time when the solution of the
Question of Palestine has reached an impasse and certain alternatives are needed to solve,
the view of Muslim Zionists is worthy of attention as it can relativize existing methods of
understanding the conflict. In this study, discourses by major Muslim Zionists posted on
SNS were analyzed from the viewpoint of critical discourse studies.

In their discourse, which supports Zionism as Muslims, the first characteristic is
the existence of a multilayered dichotomy. Specifically, there is a dichotomy between
"democratic and tolerant Israel/Zionism" and "intolerant and violent Arab/Islamic world,"
and a dichotomy between "moderate and nonviolent true Islam" and "radical and violent
false Islam." In addition, a characteristic point is that there is an alternative and short-
circuiting logic in which the awareness of some problem in the in-group translates into
support for the out-group. And the justification for such logic is based not on an objective
assessment of the history of the conflict or the structure of oppression or violence against
both parties to the conflict, but a conviction shaped by personal and limited experience.
As aresult, their logic is seen as largely complicit in the oppression of the Palestinian side.

This dichotomous and “either-or” logic suggests implications not only to the case
of Muslim Zionists but also to our attitudes in dealing with all social and political issues.
As aresult, this paper points out that sustainable problem solving can only be achieved by
taking a critical attitude toward both in- and out-groups.

Keywords:

The Question of Palestine, Muslim Zionist, Critical Discourse Studies, Representation,
Oppression
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