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Ze’ev Jabotinsky and the Discussion on Racial Issue: Based on his reflections on the 1910
racial incident of “Johnson-Jeffries Riots”
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Race and Faith: Reshaping the Church Anti-Semitism after Nostra Aetate
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E#» H Nagasuna Tsubasa

On the 4th of July of 1910, brutal riots later called “Johnson-Jeffries Riots” took place against
African-American (Black) citizens. On that day, a famous black boxer defeated another famous
white boxer and that match result caused white’s riots. This incident reflected a racial
discrimination at its roots.

Jabotinsky was informed of that incident through an article in Russkiye Vedomosti. In response,
he wrote his opinion in sarcastic tone in the Odesskie Novosti on July 18th. This article shows
how Jabotinsky strongly opposed racial discrimination. This presentation will reveal the view
of Jabotinsky on that racial incident while exposing the composition of his own character at
that time.
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Nostra Aetate promulgated a revolutionary shift in the Catholic church theology, opposing her
old doctrines and acknowledging that Jews are a salvific figure which remain in a covenantal
relationship with God. However, this shift causes a deep tension and debate among Catholic
church leaders and members, that continues to haunt not only the Catholic Church but also
Christianity in general.

This essay will try to examine the Catholic appropriation of racial Anti-Semitism on a broad
perspective of positions, and try to challenge the traditional distinction between Catholic anti-
Judaism and modern Anti-Semitism.
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