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Interpretation of Idiomatic Religious Metaphors
in Creative Imagination

Hideyuki Kagiya
Doctoral Student
Graduate School of Theology, Doshisha University

Abstract:

This paper investigates the ways in which idiomatic usage changes the perception of
religious metaphors. Just after it is created, a religious metaphor with dynamic meaning
gradually becomes fixed through idiomatic usage and is transformed into an expression
in the linguistic tradition of a religious community. In this process, individuals acquire a
particular point of view or sense of religious community through the repeated use and
adaptation of idiomatic religious metaphors. In accordance with Sadamichi Ashina, this
paper argues the following: First, significant cognitive changes are not caused by the
novelty of a new metaphor but rather by the idiomatization following the impact of that
novelty. Second, even worn-out metaphors evoke a response involving creative
imagination because the objects they point to lie in a transcendental dimension.
Therefore, even for an idiomatic religious metaphor, it is necessary to consider both the
communal and personal meanings.

Keywords:

Religious Language, Religious Metaphor, Conceptual Metaphor, Idiomatization, Biblical
Hermeneutics
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George Lakoff and Mark Johnson, Metaphors We Live by (Chicago: University of Chicago
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A — - AT = - FAam=R. KIEEEHIE, 1986 4F,
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B, Fx ORI, RIZE&THD) LWV BRRPDESBAFNTNDINEZE, F1
WIRETHRBEDZAEENTHHDOTHD
BIZIT, ENE L THRADZEZT 4V v L BIRMTHDLHEEX D, MEANELT
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Religious Language (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987). Z Z CTY A ¥ — X%, [ERD
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Metaphors in the Hebrew Bible (Leuven: Peeters, 2020). 2. Gregory R. Lanier, Old Testament
Conceptual Metaphors and the Christology of Luke’s Gospel (London, T&T Clark, 2018).
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EBURFHR R . 1986 45, 208-248 H.,)

BfR (727 AR EHAFOMIIHLRIY) Lo T, BELFLMEF2EERFKOD
TAOXMEEOBENESRIOND, 77 A MNIEINDL I LITE ST, HIEORWD
LIfEf SV H DT 5, Paul Ricoeur, Interpretation Theory (Fort Worth, Texas: Christian
University Press, 1976), 60.

Vanhoozer, “Biblical Narrative in the Philosophy of Paul Ricoeur,” p. 230.

Idem.

Ibid., pp. 230-233.

Ibid., p. 233.
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