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Conflicting Interpretations on Islamic Ideologies
and the Notion of Radicalization:
Focusing on the Acceptance of Salafism in the Deep South of Thailand

Naomi Nishi
Assistant
Organization for Research Initiatives and Development, Doshisha University

Abstract:

The radicalization of Muslims has been receiving attention in Thailand, especially
since the escalation of the violence in the Muslim-dominated south in 2004. However, the
notion of radicalization itself is highly politicized. In this paper, I examine competing
Islamic values and the influence of Salafism in a remote Malay village in the deep south
of Thailand. The influence of Islamic revivalism and Salafism has grown in Thailand since
the 1980s, and tensions between traditionalists have been pointed out in various research
works. In this paper, I argue that Salafism in the deep South of Thailand provides: 1) an
alternative for those who want to disassociate themselves from separatism and 2) an
ideological platform for avoiding conflict with the state without leaving their Muslim
identity. Although “Salafis” share with the traditionalists common grievances against the
state, they prefer an “apolitical” attitude as a political stance to survive under the

stalemated conflict they experience in everyday life.

Keywords:

Deep south of Thailand, Nationalism, Traditionalists, Salafism, Radicalization
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