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Abstract:

In the beginning of the 20™ century, in accordance with the decline of the Ottoman
Empire’s authority and the rise of the British power in the Middle East, Iraq had
undergone a profound change. During that period, which experienced rapid
westernization and subsequent modernization, its Jewish population too was contributing
to the development of the society. Secularization of the public sphere in Iraq eventually
encouraged its Jewish population in various fields, including the literary circles.
Growing interest in establishing a modern Arab Iraqi literature during the 1920s
motivated the young educated Jews to participate in journalism and publication. This
paper firstly analyses the historical background which inspired the Jewish intellectuals
and deliberately strengthened their sense of belonging to Iraq. In order to shed light on
the Jewish intellectuals’ endeavors, this paper focuses on an Arabic literary weekly
magazine “al-Misbah” which was published by some prominent Jewish figures of the
time. While considering the retrospective nature of the scholarly discussion concerning
the history of the Iraqi Jews in general, this paper attempts to clarify a part of the Jewish
intellectuals’ fluid identity.
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