Preface

The Eighth CISMOR Annual Conference on Jewish Studies was held this year in the midst of
Kyoto’s cold winter, from February 28 to March 1, 2015. As in previous years, this time too we had
the honor of welcoming to Doshisha University distinguished scholars from abroad, but a special
opportunity was also given to young Japanese scholars to introduce their work and receive valuable
comments and advice from our eminent guests and their local colleagues.

The focus of this year’s conference was on aspects of mystical thought and practice in both Judaism
and Islam. Following the tradition established in our previous CISMOR conferences on Jewish
Studies, we strived to present various religious traditions side by side and examine their mutual
reflections. The lectures presented by the young scholars widened the scope further through examining
various other aspects of religious thought throughout the ages.

The public lecture and workshop on the first day of the conference focused on the modern and
contemporary manifestations and scholarship of Jewish Kabbalah. Prof. Boaz Huss of Ben-Gurion
University first delivered a public lecture in which he expounded on the history of Kabbalah and then
focused on its contemporary manifestations, following a new surge of interest in it evident since the
late 20™ century; he emphasized the surprisingly innovative aspects of this surge, such as exotericism,
practicality and New Age spirit. In his workshop paper Prof. Huss argued against the very use in
regard to Kabbalah and Hasidism of the term “Mysticism”, which he regards as a “modern, culturally-
dependent, discursive construction”. According to him, this practice involves theological and
orientalist assumptions, and disregards historical, social and political considerations. His paper was
followed by a response from Dr. Doron B. Cohen (included in this volume) and a discussion.

The second day offered a public lecture and a workshop focusing on some aspects of Neo-Sufism.
In his public lecture Prof. Mark Sedgwick of Aarhus University introduced classic Islamic Sufism,
before focusing on some of the phenomena of Neo-Sufism. He too elaborated on the use of the term
“Mysticism” and its applicability to Sufism. In his workshop paper Prof. Sedgwick reviewed the
career of Idries Shah, a prominent popular writer on Sufism and related ideas, against the background
of Neo-Sufism in the 1960’s. He also elaborated on Shah’s relations with some leading authors of the
time who promoted his work. This was followed by a response from Prof. Teruaki Moriyama
(included in this volume) and a discussion.

The earlier workshop on the second day was dedicated to the presentations by young scholars (a
postdoctoral fellow and three PhD candidates) on four different religious issues, including points of
contact between Judaism and Christianity on the one hand, and Islam on the other. Mr. Hajime

Yamamoto turned to the ancient world and expanded on the means of communication between the



kings of the Hittite empire and their gods, hinting at possible relevance to the Bible. Mr. Koji Osawa
looked at Jewish-Christian relations in Late Antiquity by comparing interpretations from rabbinic
literature and Syriac Christianity of the episode of the “Golden Calf” in Exodus 32, exposing points
of contact and conflict. Ms. Aiko Kanda expounded on the conditions for attaining true knowledge of
God according to the final chapters of Maimonides’ Guide of the Perplexed and in relation to his
other writings. Finally, Dr. Shinichi Yamamoto offered a comparative analysis of the notion of “World
Cycles” in Kabbalistic and Isma’ilt literature, suggesting some intriguing ramifications to historical
messianism in both Judaism and Islam. Each paper was followed by a short comment (not included
in this volume) and a discussion.
*

As in the previous seventh conference, this year too all papers and comments were delivered in
English, with no papers or comments presented in Japanese. All the papers and main responses
delivered at the conference are therefore presented here in English, after having been edited for
publication by their respective authors.

We wish to express our sincere thanks to all the participants and to those who helped in the
organization of the conference and the production of this volume. We are especially grateful to the
CISMOR staff for their constant dedication.

We wish and hope to be able to keep up the tradition of annual CISMOR conferences on Jewish

Studies in the years to come.

Ada Taggar-Cohen, Etsuko Katsumata, Doron B. Cohen
Editors
Kyoto, October 2015
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