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The topic of Kabbalah and Sufism presented and discussed in this conference gave us the opportunity to
bring together research on Judaism and Islam in a historical perspective, with a strong slant on modern
world esoteric and mystical beliefs and practices. In this our modern era, these esoteric religious beliefs
originating in Judaism and Islam, have been developed in an attempt to appeal to people of different
religions and denominations.

New-age activity of “Kabbalistic practice” has moved away from the origins of the thirteenth century
Kabbalah and the same process seems to have occurred with Sufism. The core of the conference focused on
these developments. Religious beliefs and customs are both based on the concept of ancient traditions
searching for the divine even though in modern times, they have adjusted to changes in society in the search
for a wider audience. The participation of two eminent scholars, each a specialist in one or other of the two
fields and the creation of a common dialogue for these two different religious groups with similar religious
activities, deepens our appreciation and understanding of how the interdisciplinary study of religions can
help comprehend a modern phenomenon shared by both traditions.

Well-known representations of the two traditions appear on the cover of this volume: Kabbalah is
represented by the “Tree of Life — the Ten Sefirot” showing the ten forces by which God manifested his
powers; by interacting with these powers, human beings believe they can cause God to intervene in the
world with compassion and judgment. Sufism is represented by the image of the Dervish who seeks to reach

universal values of love and divinity through ecstatic dance.
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