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21, Burke, De Infantia Iesv Evangelivm Thomae Graece, p. 211,

2'8. 1. Davis, Christ Child: Cultural Memories of a Young Jesus, p. 167.

2 1bid., pp. 47-56.

3 Ibid., p. 62.

2 1bid., p. 166.

% Qarafi, Shibab al-Din al-, al-Ajwiba al-fakhira ‘an al-as’ila al-fajira. Bd. Bikr Zaki Awad.
Silsilat muqaranat adyan 1. Cairo: Kulliyyat usul al-din, 1986, p. 104.



' This translation in English is following: N. Robinson, Christ in Islam and Christianity, p.
142,
12 See the original text of the Koran:

M wu‘f&m e 03 S5 6 2 1T

KT i, BN 18 ol 5 2 35 3.0 L el el a
\l\' bbm%dj\u\_}_}éj G‘;-"-J_jdb'\.! j’/,o y\&f\deb‘\J’Wé_;’é@

18 See, on the Reception of the Paidika in the Koran: “The allusion in the Quran may result
from contact with the episode though orally-circulating traditions, perhaps even
ultimately deriving from the Arabic Gospel of the Infancy which incorporates this
among other 1GT stories.” (T. Burke, De Infantia lesv Evangelivim Thomae Graece, p.
37.)

' The chapter 36 reported this Jesus child’s action in the context of playing in the clay and
making forms of animals with children. Jesus child was pround of his self-made thing
like living things, such that Jesus child proved his ability by controlling his self-made

thing like real birds: « igigl o lipbd Olshll ad U pilaal] okl A08 o Jee B Gl

lpdid agaiue g LolSWE pgark 5 4ay Ao |eikd 7 (J. K. Thilo, Evangelivm Infantiac
Servatoris, p. 110.).

'8 The chapter 46 mentioned this Jesus child’s action in the context of playing in the clay
and making forms of animals, with children making small pools at a rivulet of water.
One child then began to destroy their pools and forms from clay, such that Jesus child
prevented his self-made things from its destruction by clapping his hands and

manipulating his self-made things in the sky like real birds: “... 4y Ghud paoy il Lld

Opaggas ah g lgld aglas 53 pdleall Je . (J. K. Thilo, Evangelivm Infantiae
Servatoris, p. 122.}.

1%'S. J. Davis (2014) explained that some similar examples of the ancient magical practice
of manipulating things from clay just like living things were found in the ancient Greco-
Roman world. 8. J. Davis (2014) cited and introduced examples of Egyptian and Greek
magical practice (8. J. Davis, Christ Child: Cultural Memories of Young Jesus, p. 58.).
In addition, S. J. Davis (2014) noted that Jesus child’s gesture of clapping hands to
control bird’s forms had resemblance to other ancient magical practices of commanding
birds by clapping hands. S. J. Davis (2014) then cited and introduced examples in the

Greek magical papyri (Tbid., p. 38.).




References : .
! See, on the name of this collection, 5. Davis (2014)’s comment: *,..a collection most
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2 This translation in English is following: N. Robinson, Christ in Islam and Christianity,
Albany, N. Y.: State University of New York Press, 1991, p. 142,
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among God’s messengers in the polemical context and in comparison with
other miracles. Instead, this kadith incorporated three keywords of Koran’s
interpretation into the pattern of the ancient children’s play with birds as
toys and pets to the use of birds® which S. Davis (2014) explained as the
cultural memory®?. It resulted that this hadith’s incorporation contributed
to familiar understandings of the very short depiction of the same infancy
tale in the Koran. In addition, the still circulating Paidika sometimes might
confuse Koran’s understandings, in that the Paidika conveyed the image of
Jesus Christ as the ancient magician which was inconsistent with Koran’s
interpretation of Jesus Christ as one God’s messenger. Taking the short
length in the Koran and the difficulty attached to the original infancy tale
into consideration, it becomes clear that retelling of its infancy tale in the
hadith did not mean the multiplication of its infancy tale as 8. Davis (2014)
suggested(24), but the complement to familiar understandings of Koran’s
interpretation as the cultural memory. It leads us to conclude that not only
Islamic commentary upon this infancy tale, but also retelling of its infancy
tale served for the further reception of the Paidika in Islam.

Conclusion

We have concluded that retelling the infancy tale of creating birds in the
hadith tradition of Ibn Ishaq functioned as the complement to familiar
understandings of the Koran’s description of Jesus Christ as one God’s
messenger who performed miracles only by God’s leave. This hadith
tradition thus proved the interesting way to incorporate keywords of
Koran’s interpretation into the original infancy tale, which made it possible
to avert the conceptual confusion while reading variants of the Paidika
circulating among Islamic worlds. It leads us to think that retelling its
infancy tale in the kadith served for the later reception after Koran’s
incorporation of the Paidika, which was the different way from more deeply
understandings of Koran’s verses which Muslim commentators made efforts
upon. These various positive attempts for the reception of the Paidika in
Islam might contribute to the later sure positive assessment about the
Paidika. For example, Qarafi, the thirteenth-century E(%;rptian jurist,
identified the Paidika as the fifth Gospel of the Christians ), which was
contrasted with the Christian’s attitude to continuously reject the authority
of the Paidika. Tt can be seen from this comparison between two religions
that the difficulty to understand each other is rooted not only in the
conceptual difference, but also more desply in the different historical
reception of early Christian texts.




The discussion will turn to the comparison between this Koran’s
interpretation and the Arabic version of the Paidika, the Arabic Gospel
Infancy, which might be the source of the Koran"®. The Arabic Gospel
Infancy described that Jesus child only controlled his made-forms from clay
fly and stand still by ordering” or clapping his hands"®, which proved his
divine ability tangled with the image of the ancient magical practice!”
which could be reduced neither to the simple and systematic concept of
Jesus Christ like the Koran nor sectarian identification in Christianity®®,
This comparison between two texts provided an evidence to say that the
Koran utilized such infancy tales and focused the interpretation of Jesus
Christ as one God’s messenger, as opposed to Christians and Jews, who was
able to perform miracles of breathing life and becoming birds completely
only by God’s leave. The point to be noted is that this Koran’s interpretation
was based on three key words: ‘breathing life’, ‘becoming a bird’ and
‘God’s leave’.

The discussion will return to the hadith tradition of Ibn Ishagq. It is then
evident that not only the key word ‘breathing life’, as S. Davis (2014)
indicated®”, but also another two key words derived from the Koran’s
description were found in this Aadith tradition:

Jesus, the blessing of God be upon him, was sitting one day with the boys
from the elementary school. He took clay and then said, “Shall I make a bird
for you from this clay?” They said “Can you do that?” He replied, “Yes, by
leave of my Lord.” Then he prepared it and when he had made it in the form
of a bird he blew into it. Then he said, “Become a bird by leave of my
Lord.” So it flew out between the palms of his hands. The boys went off and
mentioned that business of his to their teacher and divulged it to the people.
Jesus grew and the Children of Israel had in mind to do away with him. So
when his mother feared for him she bore him on a little donkey of hers and
went off as a fugitive with him.

It can be said from this similarity between the Paidika and the hadith that
retelling of this hadith was consistent with the Koran’s interpretation, which
was vividly contrasted with the Arabic Gospel Infancy that Jesus only
manipulated his self-made things by ordering or clapping hands with no
mention about God’s leave. The important point is that this hadith provided
less clear comprehension of Jesus, like the Koran, as one God’s messengers
which performed miracles only under God’s leave. The reason is that this
hadith did not explain, like the Koran, the unique position of Jesus Christ



from clay something resembling the form of birds and I blow into it and it
becomes birds by God’s leave. And I heal the blind from birth and the leper

. and 1 bring the dead to life by God’s leave. t3)

This passage shows that Jesus Christ was recognlzed as the messenger
who brought a sign from God to the Children of Israel, not as the Son of
God believed by Christians and as the quasi-Messiah believed by Jews. It is

thus only “God’s leave” (41 031y that enabled Jesus’s miracles as a sign

from God, which proved that Jesus Christ was simply the messenger of
God. The miracle of creating birds was set alongside with other Jesus’s
miracles of healing the blind and leper, and giving a life to the dead, with

the emphasis of “God’s leave” (diH O3y, Jesus then changed the form of
birds to real birds by “blow into it” (42 #& 1) with the result that “it

becomes birds” (&b 8s8:9). This content was consistent with those other

Jesus’s miracles in view of giving a life and changing completely by God’s
permission.

The chapter 5 is similar to the chapter 3 in context. The chapter 5 mainly
consisted of criticism against Jews and Christians, and the confirmation of
rules for Islam. The infancy tale of creating birds from clay was narrated in
the context of re-telling Jesus’s true life which Christians falsely
believed:**

When God said, ‘O Jesus Son of Mary remember my favor to you and
your mother, how [ strengthened you with the Holy Spirit so that you spoke
to mankind when you were in the cradle and when you were of mature age.
[Remember] when I taught you the Scripture, Wisdom, the Torah and the
Gospel and when you created from clay something resembling the form of
birds by My leave and when vou blew into it and it became birds by My
leave and you healed the blind from birth and the leper by My leave and
brought forth the dead by My leave.. (9

This passage puts its focus upon the reminiscence of God’s favor (“w)

to Jesus Christ, which enabled Jesus’s miracles in both his childhood and his
mature age. “God’s leave” (4! 3% thus made it possible for Jesus to

perform the miracle of changing bird’s forms to 11v1ng things by breathing
life into bird’s forms. This miracle was equivalent, in the same way as the
chapter 3, to other miracles in the viewpoint of giving life and changing

completely by God’s permission.




pointed out that this kadith does not simply adhere to the details of the
Koran’s account, while its Jesus’s act of breathing into the clay derives from
Suras 3:49 and 5:110®. From this perspective, S. Davis (2014) explained
that Tabari (or one of the earlier chains of transmitters) conflated two stories
from the early Christian Paidika tradition: Tabari combined the bird tale and
the teacher tale together!”, while these tales were originally separated each
other in the Paidika. This way to conflate two stories in the Aadith led S.
Davis (2014) to presume that this sadith loosely depended on the Paidika or
one of its variants'' ",

It should be here noted that not only Jesus’s act of breathing into the clay,
as S. Davis (2014) indicated, but also other key words derived from the
Koran’s description were found in this Aadith tradition: ‘God’s leave’ and
‘becoming a bird’. These three key words for understandings about Jesus in
the Koran were not included in depictions of Jesus miracle action in the
Paidika. It can be seen from this point that Tabari (or one of the earlier
chains of transmitters) did not only conflate two stories from the Paidika,
but also he incorporated Koran’s interpretation of the tale of creating birds
into retelling its infancy tale. S. Davis (2014) thus paid less attention to this
aspect, which resulted that S. Davis (2014) did not sufficiently conceive the
meaning of Islamic retelling of the infancy story from the Koran to the
hadith tradition. The next chapter thus puts its focus on the examination
how keywords of Koran’s interpretation influenced upon the nature of
retelling in this hadith.

2. The Influence of Koran’s Interpretation upon the Hadith Tradition of
Ibn Ishaqg

The infancy tale of creating birds from clay was twice cited in the Koran:
chapter 3:49 and chapter 5:110. The chapter 3 which consists of 120 verses
is mainly divided into three main topics: the first topic is the confirmation
and clarification of the true religion against Jews and Christians, the second
topic is teaching lessons from the Battle of Badr (624) and the Battle of
Uhud (625), and the third topic is to explain the responsibility of Muslims to
the religious community. The infancy tale of creating birds from clay is
related to the first topic, especially the Islamic interpretation on the angelic
annunciation to Mary: a2

And [He shall appoint him] a messenger to the Children of Israel [saying]
‘Lo! I have come {o you with a sign from your Lord. Lo! I create for vou




child story of the Paidika. The first chapter will introduce retelling of this
infancy tale in the Aadith tradition of Ibun Ishag. The second chapter will
discuss how the key words of Koran’s interpretation influenced upon the
nature of retelling of this childhood tale in the Aadith tradition. Finally, it
will become clear that retelling of the infancy tale of creating birds in the
hadith tradition of Ibn Ishaq functioned as the complement to familiar
understandings of Koran’s description of Jesus Christ as one God’s
messenger who performed miracles only by God’s leave.

1. The Infancy Tale of Creating Birds in the Hadith Tradition of lbn Ishag

Tafsir of Tabari® is the oldest major commentary extant, and it enjoyed
an exalted reputation for several centuries after his death. This Tabari’s
work provided an almost exhaustive record of the traditional material which
was in circulation at the time when it was composed. Tabari commented on
the whole Koran in sequence, dividing the chapters into manageable
sections which vary in length from a single phrase to several verses. Tabari
quoted the text and provided a paraphrase, later discussing canonical
variants. Tabari then introduced traditional interpretations with quotations.

When Tabari examined chapter 3:49 in the Koran, Tabari presented the
hadith tradition which was traced back to Ibn Ishag. It is as follows:

Jesus, the blessing of God be upon him, was sitting one day with the boys
from the elementary school. He took clay and then said, “Shall I make a bird
for you from this clay?” They said “Can you do that?” He replied, “Yes, by
leave of my Lord.” Then he prepared it and when he had made it in the form
of a bird he blew into it. Then he said, “Become a bird by leave of my
Lord.” So it flew out between the palms of his hands. The boys went off and
mentioned that business of his to their teacher and divulged it to the people.
Jesus grew and the Children of Israel had in mind to do away with him. So
when his mother feared for him she bore him on a little donkey of hers and
went off as a fugitive with him .

This text was presumed to be an excerpt from the Jost first section of Ibn
Ishaq’s Kitab al-Maghazi, in that the isnad occurred 380 times in Tabari’s
Tafsir”, Morcover, this text was thought to indicate the transmission of Ibn
Ishaq’s work®.

Previous studies have shown an interest in the way about retelling of the
infancy tale of creating birds in this Aadith tradition. S. Davis (2014)
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Introduction

The Paidika™, the collection of Jesus’s childhood tales, conveyed that
Jesus child performed various miracles even in his childhood, although such
tales in the synoptic Gospels were included only in the Gospel Luke 2:41-
52: the story of Jesus’s encounter with the teachers in the Temple. The
Paidika widely prevailed among the ancient Greco-Roman world®.

The Paidika was ranked as an apocryphal writing in emerging New
Testament collections, and it had a negative assessment in Christianity that
many bishops did not recognize its authority®®. However, the emergence of
Islam in the seventh century marked a significant shift in the reception of
the Paidika: one infancy tale of creating birds from clay was cited twice in
the Koran (Chapter 3:49 and Chapter 5:110). It resulted that this tale
obtained a positive valuation and a scriptural authority in Islam. Muslim
commentators thus annotated this tale from various viewpoints™,

It should be noted that their commentaries upon the Koran’s verses of the
infancy tale was not only the way for the further reception of the Paidika in
Islam after the integration of such infancy tale in the Koran. Abu Jafar al-
Tabari (d. 310/922) reported that the tale of creating birds also became the
subject for retelling in the hadith tradition, which Tabari attributed fo
Muhammad’s early biographer Ibn Ishaq (d. 151/768).

The present study was undertaken to examine how retelling of the tale of
creating birds incorporated Koran’s interpretation into the ancient typical
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Syntactic Cohesion in Surat Al-Rahman: A Text Linguistics Analysis

Abstract

This research describes the syntactic cohesion in Surat Al-Rahman from
the perspective of text linguistics by using some syntactic notions such as
referring, demonstrative pronouns, comparative tools, substitutions,
omission, and conjunction. They will be classified in order to (a) offer a
framework for coding and analyzing the text, (b) linear/horizontal following
up in the level of sentences/verses of Quran, (c) vertical following up of
sura, ie. the relationship between the sura's paragraphs or parts of sura's
text, (d) clarification the notion out of the text/analyzing to make the text
talk about itself, and make solution to verses that have some enquiries and
questions about Allah’s creation. Also it aims to tie the first verse with the
last one and shows its rhetoric and inimitability (jjaz), (e) discussion of the
quotation, ie. using some verses in different topics in the same verse of
Quran and sura's itself, during a talk about many topics in the same sura
such as man, Jin, sky, earth, fire, paradise creation, etc. The aim of the study
is to show the validity of cohesion and show its borders by suggesting some
syntactic topics that are required by Quranic verses. Also we show the
syntactic cohesion and explain the difference between the verses through
horizontal and vertical tie within the verses. This is to benefit from and
understand the inimitability of the Holy Quran, throughout explaining the
verses, showing their meaning and simplifying teaching Arabic to both
Arabs and non-Arabs.
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