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A Critique of Speculative Theology and Innovation of Islamic
Faith in al-Ghazalr’s Later Works:
Research on his new Faith Theory Using the Concept of Fifrah

Fuga Kimura
Master’s Course Student
Graduate School of Humanities and Sociology, the University of Tokyo

Abstract:

Al-Ghazali has been known as Algazel in Western Europe since the Middle Ages,
and there is considerable research about him. In previous studies, he has been recognized
as an intellectual speculative theologian or a philosopher, and his thoughts have often
been compared with those of al-Asha‘riyah and Avicenna. However, it is not enough to
research his faith theory only from a speculative theological perspective, especially
because he developed his thoughts through his criticisms against conventional theology
in his later years.

In this paper, we examine critical historical studies about al-Ghazali as a theologian.
Re-examining his evaluation of the speculative theology(kalam), we research his original
faith theory, which does not need the speculative theological methods. We then point out
that he uses one of his key theological terms, figrah, to seek primitively monotheistic
faith from existing Islam.

Keywords:
Al-Ghazali, al-Asha‘riyah, kalam, fifrah, monotheistic faith
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