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About Telling of God:
The Mode of Expression Using the Beauty in ‘Attar’s llahi-nama

Kido Ishikawa
Doctoral Student
Graduate School of Asian African Area Studies, Kyoto University

Abstract:

In this paper, I analyze how ‘Attar expresses his mystical thought by observing the
parable related to beauty in ‘Attar’s [1aht nama. ‘Attar tried to convey his thought and
teaching in his verses by taking adavantage of many parables. Under the tradition of the
persian mysticism, the beauty is recognized as a symbol of God, and the main theme of
‘Attar’s verses is “love toward God.” Though, in the era in which ‘Attar lived, theory of
“love toward God” was already developed, he made a new way to tell of God by
applying the psychological description of the practitioner of “love toward God” and the
description of the Beauty depicted by metaphors.

In this paper, I indicate the originality of ‘Attar’s “love toward God.” by analyzing
the parable of ‘Attar.

Keywords:
“love toward God,” the Beauty, llahi-nama, Sawanih, ‘Abhar al- ‘ashiqin
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