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The Uniqueness of Hans Kiing’s Idea on Historical Jesus:
An Example of Interfaith Dialogue According to
Christology from Below

Norimasa FUJIMOTO
Doctoral Student
Graduate School of Theology, Doshisha University

Abstract:

This paper analyzes Hans Kiing’s Christology from below. Hans Kiing is a Catholic
theologian who focused on interfaith dialogue in his theological activities. This paper
shows the uniqueness of his idea as compared to the Christology of Paul Tillich and
Joseph Ratzinger. While these two theologians also discussed Christology from below,
the concept of Christology from below varies among the three. This paper supposes that
King emphasizes the historicity of Jesus, although he denies that the historical Jesus is
historically accurate enough to substitute all of the meanings of Jesus in the Bible.
However, Kiing sees Jesus as a true person and as a true God in history, as he is then told
in the Bible. Therefore, nothing is more important than Jesus in history and more than
the Church’s teachings on Jesus. Church’s teachings are based on Jesus as a historical
figure. Therefore, this paper makes it clear that Kiing’s emphasis on the historical Jesus
indicates the uniqueness of Kiing’s Christology: historical Jesus can instruct people

through the Bible in infinite ways.

Keywords:
Hans Kiing, Christology from below, inter faith dialogue, historical Jesus, history
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