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Maimonides’ Theory of Attributes:
His Critical Views on Christianity and Islamic Kalam

Aiko KANDA
Doctoral Student
Graduate School of Theology, Doshisha University

Abstract:

Moses Maimonides, a Jewish philosopher of the 12th century, developed his theory of
attributes in his philosophical work, The Guide of the Perplexed (Dalalat al-ha’irin) in
part one, chapters 50 to 69. He concludes that man can understand neither God’s essence
nor His attributes through a positive description of God. His theory is referred to as
“negative theology,” which includes his criticism of Christian theology and Islamic
Kalam, especially on their doctrine of the Trinity and on their theology of positive
attributes. On reviewing the relevant chapters in the Guide, this essay examines the way
in which Maimonides developed his theory of attributes by referring to his critical views

on both Christian and Islamic theology.

Keywords:
Maimonides, Essence of God, Attributes, Kalam, Negative Theology



WHET <A T=F A0 Bk
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R ROV EEFE~ A =7 X (Moses Maimonides; = % ¥4 Moshe ben
Maimon, i#F; Rambam, 1138-1204) 1%, =3 [#¥x 2#F O F51 %] (1185-1191; 7
Z ¥ T & : Dalalat al-Ha’irin, ~7 7 A §& : Moreh Nebukim. 7 7 > #& : Dux
neutrorum ; LT, [FGI&] &5) *O8E 150 =D 69 22T T, MoK
BHERBMEOBRIZOWTIMLETEY . £ 2 THIZ, MOREILANBICIZEMAEE
Thh, HOBMEIZONTHZDOEEMRRIZ L > TEIMD Z N TERNVER
NTWS, WOINEDFRITEEMFEL IFTND R, TOEFRITIT, =L—
KEBER LX) A MRDEHFL, MOKENREBDOBIEDHFELRD DA A
T—2AE (BLF, BT =L EMER) 1T A8 EEN TS,

KimTlE, ~AE=T ZADOBMmO KL L7 LT, #EiaReE, Lokd
RIFEZE TRV A NAE DT — 2 DBEMEREHCH L, 08 5 0B
R L TV o7eOMNCH &, HEFT2HLICBEET D,
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YAE=T AFTFIIEIHE 1HSOEDOFHT EFEREAUTOLIITERT D,
M54k (itiqad) &%, EiESN7-B Z2 (ma'na) TiEe<, EBICZhnRG S
N EBYICHE SNTERIZ, DICRBEINTEEBELXATHD ), HIFESLRICEL T,
[(ENEZRLLTEL, FEENICHET L AMAERD L Z L7 MiIETHZ &
X, B TRNRZILETHD EBRD, (MIT—Thor0, EHROREN R EML
Ffo) LFEDZE L, X URNHGEN THIE—THIN =T dh, ZThHDN
—Ths] LEH2LEFIE-TEY, ZhE MREEHD ) LidRbZ &
CRIFZETHDHE LT, ¥V RO =L —EGw7Z T TR, EERELTOMDOR
PEDFEE BRT HA AT —AOMFEHR (LXMWY LA—2) ZHHOIFI
HEHI L 72,

< S1 T, MITFEAR ER O LRMAE R AR L DOIZOEZHETND, v A
F=TF A, KDORESRKDBTZE L Wtz HICTH BB THMRETREZ: ., FFHH
EELRWEWAS D 5, MORENRBEOHFED X S e, WIWEEZTL,
FE LRV, Wit R EWA S D Lk D, REIZMMENT=TXTDEZ
FEAETHY, SETCLOHFELZVLOIEFEELZVEDIELL vy, BEIC
XVEEOEZNOHER SN DIMIIHFELRZV DL TH D,

WD 52 BT, L RO HZE S kT 5, %n%i TUARTLAD
Feimgsm] 72 E2sFBlc L CEMNT SRS D, [ER] EomES] THMH)
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CADRRITE MO BARNBEAZBLTTLY, MEEMT S Z LKA
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56 T Mo 2B BiF, e NS ITENR R D -0 mEOMITIX
W7 D3P LT, WE IR AR TH D E T D, D 57 BT, L T
DEEM] #BET D, SETKSINTMEMEORRITITHIB A E 4, Wi
TR OFEEERH V| FTMBAICIIRHFEOFREEN S D720, X7 T
HOLMIZITHEH LEX 20N ETH D, DI, MOFIEITLIRTEDFEEICIE
FRZLE ST, MOFEEREEIFRCERRIND Z D, MICEAMHEIX
—YFELRNDTH D,

58 D 60 FITIL, WD THEMT ] ICAT 2D RMATLINTND
LEMFE L 1L, 2OV TOEERGE % %LT*ﬁa@fiﬁﬁp%tﬁLéﬁ *mwg
WZIES3Z2 9 &ETH5FE2HFTHDH, ¥R D, (2 X 2o BER IS T O RRGR
PRDODTZO RPN EEND—T7, HEI ;é%@ﬂL ERREDEHD 72 <
ELWHIEERRSNGELINLTHD, MIIEEREOLREZRL, ZORE L
DOFEEMIT KT 203, MOERLRBERIZH D FRNTZD, HEM M OFRIL
BEENDDTH D,

65 FEN D 67 HIZIX, MIERIZRIDOFCR D BARGIDN R EN TN D, HERDIL
ﬁ#mﬁfﬁ“éiﬂmFE%&%M#%LTT%@iﬁﬁb%*ﬁLEPJ
RTHAI, ZORIEDN, EOoWVbp s [FEMT] B2 FLHEREE S
Z &9,

2-3. DLZIZDLVT (1:61-64)
61 NS 64 ZTIZINT A E=FT RFHOLIZERT A 1L 61 ZEDFHET.,
HOZITFOMEMNORAELELDOTHD ERRD, HISMIT Yy K e~g - T7
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HY, HOMIZE > TTEHRY, MOMIIMOREZDOLEDENLTH D, A
ARERE L L CHIMEMICRE T 2 EERTH - TH, AREMERH D Z & L BIZEIZZ
ThoHIT L LIFRUTTIERY, £, FMEEHOBRIZOWVWTE LKL, WW&
FBFEL L IZHPETH Y | FbE & MM ERER S L2 AT L Z 2D b O
THHRWES S, ¥R b, BEMLEMES X, MEMICRE I b 0Tt
BT, TRTHEICBWCZEO@MEEIARE LR THY . MMt IXHED = &
N Th D,

WD 69 T, WITHFHENMEZE —JRE LML L 2BHT 2, BFEEIME
BN, HDOWVIEARBOEE L IEEOIE, TRTOFEDITITRN, Thabb,
BE AR, WRENK, BRI OUERKRAFET 208, MIZEHETHY, SHICEB
TbhdEE2OND72D, R, BMH, BUEIZE -0 D LI 650
HbTh D,

3. TR MHEDEEEZZITI-A AT —LBRAEIZHT HHLH
3174%‘?X®ﬁ5—Aﬂ%
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BARB 220 ORGS0 8 5 D T, if%@%ﬁ’%hfﬁ%kwo
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f4?%&7y;7j —Jk (al-Ash‘ariya) 'O%E B OfmF, FILF U A - Hph
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W O RMEOENZRO LD IZHAT 5,

TP, AUX X4 TIROBERTH D2, WS 1) Tk TE&E Lvo
OB, HOARELE L bDOTHDE L, BHEBIKENSHEENT-E
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NEMEL2 DORMEEAL &K EICHESE L, o 77— g (s k-
T]mLéﬂt%@f%éJ& U, ZAT7 = EN=MicBld 28 AR
X, B, Bk, EEIEOSEEEZHETLOT, 63T XTiEHkK
FICEIR SN D R& 7L TET D,

—Ji. Ty aT7 U —JRiE TR EMEII D BN L CFEET 2 FEK (ma‘ant)
Thd] LEETDH, HOHIE HIIMICHET LML >THD] b~ AR
DHFRDB B 2MBE THLOIZK L, MOGEIARENREETHD LT 5,
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Wolx, HOREDOBMELBEOBMEL ST TEZ, KEDORMEIZIX., 4ATE4
MfFenizbon—%T 5 RKENEM (nafsiya) &, 4TSN 6HOREET
HLIFFERLTH 2 WEEREME (ma‘nawiya) 23H 0, @& 0BT, 4T E 4
oz bOOMICERNSVED LT D, 72T U—Jki% B L E—
TRV, FLSNTH RV ElR BERFNLEEN T ELTH D Z L &M
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R, AUVFR4TIRET v aT V—IROMEIRE S, FETL20E0E 0D
FERE S BHERAIRZ TS Z L, &5I2, the AR EEHET S
LK VREEES TS LML, T E R D FIETHORE EEMEORE
EBEZTDOPRIAE=T ATHDETDH, vAEF=T RE, BT, #he A&
Mot B p -0~ TE R &, B, AZD2bDLERZEVWE D
R T D2 EITERENTRNE L, MEMERIC L VA SO B AR L
Eoblice_midimtbd, FETANEAT, B0, BEREHOME—MEDH
RIIFELTEY, MORENRBEUEEZELCHZERMOLMEE L L2 LITE
MBHELT, HOLOBMMZOLOERE LI &L, FIT, BIEESUEMIC
AL, EFFELBRFBELFE LD L, BENREFOHADLDWVILIEETH DL DI
FIFTEZIZEThHD, fiEOHEG. BIZIXTANIATHD ] Lo o CEIL,
FREERFENEL AL CTHARAIEE THLI-OERER IRV, T-BEOHRE.
B ZIEMMENT-MEOHE, EEEZ2BAT-LOEBLRT I EICRHTZDIEL
W, YA EFE=FTRE, TIVARNTLRADORMENS ., EMOERITEESITH
N5 b o (definiendum) OFF (genus) & 7= (differentia) 7> 5K Y W70,
WHARLEICHE I WL, AMOSEEICL s TEEREST N RN ERLD
DTHBHY,
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4-1. REMGMELEFOER

~A =T AR, JBIEREREAHBOMBEE LTl 2 B RIS L
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ETL T IT B O AR L T2 LRI T 5,
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WM A O DT U7 Y FT TR E IS 1L E S0 EORGRIZE KT D,
VA ET=T AR MBS EE, BEINEBALTIERL, EBICEAWRERRINE
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BlC [REEINT) BEE LD TRE SN BENRLS N, T, ESR)
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TLT Y TR T A, TV AT LAD THVIIRELNZEE (logos) T
HTHHBTHRWED, WENMETIERV] B, 2 0W) SEAER S8 58068
LWz b,

GREErmE] SiX, yAv7 Yo7 VA RNT VABRIZE D &, BEDGFT
BT T HOEMCL Y BEENRES N, T 0 X ) R BEAIERREE T
STHNTIRANC XV FT B TH N2, TR TOFERILRAEIIFMNC X DERICE S
KBLENDHEDOTHDLENHIE, L, v~ A E=FADESEOEHRIL, 7V
ART LV ADOGEPICESREANMEL LTEINIZLEDOTHY, 2D,
MIZBAT 2V 55 S GaB MM & L CEBDRIAESI R T NIER 620,
EWVWIIDONTAET=T ADRMEEZOLND,

YAE=T AL, B 1S E T OOMBMMEIC OV TR LT, 20—
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MEFBOREELELRTHETH D, MEOLA. ZHITMA T, ALV
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42 FYR T LADREEN ATz, IAE=TAOBEORESE
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LWL, &ED 174 OBMHICELTOAR, MIZELTLEESNED
LTV B,
COEDETHDIN, ~AT=T AIEDLITHDITHTIZDOTHS DD,
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The Uniqueness of Hans Kiing’s Idea on Historical Jesus:
An Example of Interfaith Dialogue According to
Christology from Below

Norimasa FUIIMOTO
Doctoral Student
Graduate School of Theology, Doshisha University

Abstract:

This paper analyzes Hans Kiing’s Christology from below. Hans Kiing is a Catholic
theologian who focused on interfaith dialogue in his theological activities. This paper
shows the uniqueness of his idea as compared to the Christology of Paul Tillich and
Joseph Ratzinger. While these two theologians also discussed Christology from below,
the concept of Christology from below varies among the three. This paper supposes that
Kiing emphasizes the historicity of Jesus, although he denies that the historical Jesus is
historically accurate enough to substitute all of the meanings of Jesus in the Bible.
However, Kiing sees Jesus as a true person and as a true God in history, as he is then told
in the Bible. Therefore, nothing is more important than Jesus in history and more than
the Church’s teachings on Jesus. Church’s teachings are based on Jesus as a historical
figure. Therefore, this paper makes it clear that Kiing’s emphasis on the historical Jesus
indicates the uniqueness of Kiing’s Christology: historical Jesus can instruct people

through the Bible in infinite ways.

Keywords:

Hans Kiing, Christology from below, inter faith dialogue, historical Jesus, history
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Rashid Rida’s Influence on Contemporary Maqgasid Theories:
Concerning Human Rights

Kazunori HAMAMOTO
Doctoral Student
Graduate School of Theology, Doshisha University

Abstract:

Rashid Rida has a significant influence on contemporary scholars who are studying
maqasid al-Shari‘ah (the objectives of Islamic law). Yet these scholars have different
views on maqasid al-Shari‘ah, and they are not all equally influenced by Rida.
Concerning human rights, we notice two distinct ways in which Rida influences maqasid
scholars. First, some of them follow Rida’s view as to what rights should be guaranteed:
they call for reforms of Islamic jurisprudence with regard to religious freedom, whereas,
in gender-related issues, they maintain their traditional belief about the different roles
that men and women should play, and consider this belief superior to the Western idea of
absolute equality between genders. Second, others are influenced by Rida’s legal
methodology: they claim that changing contexts should be considered when interpreting
revealed scripture, especially with regard to gender. Thus, Rida’s methodology has been
used to justify arguments that are against his own and has contributed to the emergence

of a variety of maqasid theories.
Keywords:

Rashid Rida, maqasid al-shari‘ah, religious freedom, women’s rights, contextual

interpretation
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14.

Guidelines for Submissions to The World of Monotheistic Religions

Revised on March 31, 2014

This journal is designed to provide young researchers engaged in interdisciplinary
research on monotheism with opportunities to publish their papers, with a view
toward producing high-caliber researchers.

This is an online journal published annually in or around March, and is made
publicly accessible on the Doshisha University Academic Repository and the
website of Doshisha University Center for Interdisciplinary Study of Monotheistic
Religions (CISMOR).

In principle, eligibility for contributing papers is limited to individuals
recommended by at least one research fellow of CISMOR.

Each submitted paper will be peer-reviewed, and the editorial committee will decide
whether to accept it or not for publication. Both the letter of recommendation and
the submitted paper will be considered in the review.

Submissions are limited to unpublished papers only.

Please send a resume of your paper (written in approximately 400 characters in
Japanese or 150 words in English) via e-mail by the end of June. Please also specify
the name of the recommending person. Any format is acceptable.

The paper should be received by the editorial committee by the end of September.

Please prepare your paper both in Word format (see below) and PDF format, and
submit them along with a letter of recommendation (in 800 to 1,000 characters), as
e-mail attachments.

To submit a paper, please use a template for Microsoft Word, which can be
downloaded from the CISMOR’s website.
(http://www.cismor.jp/en/publication/index.html)

The paper should be written in either Japanese or English.
The paper should be written from left to right.

The paper should be 12,000 to 16,000 characters long if written in Japanese and
4,500 to 6,000 words long if written in English.

The first page of the paper should include: the title of the paper; the name of the
author; the organizational affiliation; an abstract (in approximately 400 characters if
written in Japanese and 150 words if written in English); and five key words. If you
write the paper in Japanese, please provide the following information in English on
the second page: the title of the paper, the name of the author; the organizational
affiliation; an abstract (in approximately 150 words); and five key words. You are
responsible for having the English writing proofread by a native English speaker
prior to submitting the paper.

Footnotes should be provided collectively at the end of the paper. No bibliography is
shown, in principle.
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15. If your paper includes reference to books, magazines, and/or newspapers in a
European language, their names should be written in italic type, while titles of
papers that may appear in your paper should be written in Roman type.

16. In principle, Hebrew, Arabic, Greek, and other words from any language using a
non-Roman alphabet should be transliterated into the Roman alphabet, using the
same system of transliteration throughout the paper.

Specifically, in transliterating Hebrew and Greek words, please comply with the
guidelines specified in Chapter 5 (p. 25 onward) of P. H. Alexander, et al., eds., The
SBL Handbook of Style: For Ancient Near Eastern, Biblical and Early Christian
Studies, 1999 (hereinafter referred to as “SBL”), as much as possible. While SBL
specifies two systems of transliterating Hebrew words—academic and
general-purpose—you may use either one that better suits your purpose. (Use of
SBL is also recommended for transliterating the words of ancient languages such as
Coptic, Akkadian, and Ugaritic.)

In transliterating Arabic words, Japanese authors are required to comply with K.
Otsuka, et al., eds., Iwanami Isuramu Jiten (Iwanami Dictionary of Islam) to the
furthest possible extent. While no particular system for transliterating Arabic words
is specified for authors from other countries, compliance with ALA-LC (Library of
Congress) is recommended as much as possible for transliterating Arabic, Persian,
and Turkish words.

If you have difficulty obtaining any of the abovementioned guidelines, please
contact the editorial committee.

17. Published papers will be converted into PDF file and sent to the respective authors.
Please contact for inquiry and submit your paper to:
Editorial committee for The World of Monotheistic Religions

Doshisha University Center for Interdisciplinary Study of Monotheistic Religions
E-mail: journal@cismor.jp
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