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Maimonides’ Theory of Attributes:
His Critical Views on Christianity and Islamic Kalam
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Abstract:

Moses Maimonides, a Jewish philosopher of the 12th century, developed his theory of
attributes in his philosophical work, The Guide of the Perplexed (Dalalat al-ha’irin) in
part one, chapters 50 to 69. He concludes that man can understand neither God’s essence
nor His attributes through a positive description of God. His theory is referred to as
“negative theology,” which includes his criticism of Christian theology and Islamic
Kalam, especially on their doctrine of the Trinity and on their theology of positive
attributes. On reviewing the relevant chapters in the Guide, this essay examines the way
in which Maimonides developed his theory of attributes by referring to his critical views
on both Christian and Islamic theology.
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