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The Studies of Salvation in Ancient Judaism by Max Weber:
Is Salvation “Jiriki” or “Tariki”?

Takashi MIZUGUCHI
Doctoral Student
Graduate School of Theology, Doshisha University

Abstract:

The main subject of this study is the concept of “salvation” in Ancient Judaism. The
author will analyze the mediation between God and man made by Levites, Pharisees and
others, in the period of ancient Judaism.

The study explores the specific concept of salvation for each mediator, through the
concepts of “Jiriki” and “Tariki.” Jiriki and Tariki are undoubtedly keywords of Pureland
Buddhism; however, Hideo Kishimoto gave these concepts broader interpretations that
allow for application of the terms to other religions. In Judaism, the concept of salvation
is not individual, but rather it is specifically connected with the people of Israel as a
group.

Several comparative studies on ancient Judaism have been conducted, but in this study,
the use of the concepts of Jiriki and Tariki as a research method might offer new insights
that Western religious studies have not yet reached. Finally, this study aims to establish
where ancient Judaism can be placed in the scale of Jiriki and Tariki.

Keywords:
salvation, “Jiriki”and “Tariki,” divine election, intermediary, individual and community
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