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The Transition of Hans Kiing’s Theory for Interreligious Dialog:
A Method in Perspective of Pursuing Humanity

Norimasa FUJIMOTO
Doctoral Student
Graduate School of Theology, Doshisha University

Abstract:

Since the beginning of the twentieth century, interreligious dialog has remained an
important theme for theological discussion. In the globalized world, many people
migrate from country to country, and encounter other religions in host countries. This
can lead to conflicts between religious groups. To understand such a problem, | will
conduct a brief review of the results of the theology of religions in the 20th century. |
then draw on the work of the theologian Hans Kiing, as he engaged in interreligious
dialog leading to his declaration of “global ethic.” He criticized inclusivism like K.
Rahner and pluralism like J. Hick. However, supported by Cobb Jr., Kiing insisted that
pluralistic religious dialog should be seen as a common search for religious truths.
Moreover, Kiing set “Humanism” as the criterion to criticize one another from an ethical
perspective. This criterion is also a central idea of the global ethic. Using this criterion,
he developed a common perspective for religions to engage in social activities
harmoniously.

Keywords:
interreligious dialog, Hans Kiing, religious pluralism, global ethic, globalization
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