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Consideration of the Islamic Policy in Wartime Japan:
Focus on the Dai Nippon Kaikyo Kyokai

Daisuke SHIMADA
Research Associate, WASEDA University

Abstract:

This article focuses on the Islamic policy in prewar Japan.

First, it traces the activities and organizational management of the Dai Nippon Kaikyo
Kyokai (DNKK), from beginning to end.

Secondly, by analyzing the business instructions and subsidies for the DNKK from the
Japanese government, it becomes clear that the DNKK was established in order to
execute the Islamic policy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA).

Thirdly, it makes clear the Islamic policy of the MFA, which takes a different point of
view from the Army. The Islamic policy of the MFA targeted the entire Islamic world
centering on the Middle East, and gave paramount weight to cultural activities. At first,
segregation of the Islamic policy had been made between the MFA and the Army,
because the Army confined its Islamic policy only in the occupied territories in the Far
East. However, such segregation was collapsed later, as a result of the deterioration of
the war situation and increased influence of the Ministry of Greater East Asia for the
DNKK.

Keywords:
Islamic Policy, HAYASHI Senjuro, SHIOUTEN Nobutaka, OHMURA Kentaro, Near
East Conference
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