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The Christian Apologetics of Sir M. Monier-Williams
and the Religious Views of Kumagusu Minakata:
Focusing on the Correspondence with Horyu Toki

Peter SZALAY
Doctoral Student
Graduate School of Language and Culture, Osaka University

Abstract

Kumagusu Minakata (1867-1941) was a prominent Japanese folklorist and biologist
who spent a long period of time studying in Britain and America. This paper discusses
his religious views. This is by no means the first attempt to focus on this topic. However,
while previous studies tend to focus on the Buddhist aspects, this paper puts greater
emphasis on Christianity. For this, Minakata’s letters containing his criticism of the
British Indologist, M. Monier-Williams, have been relied on. After an introduction to the
historical background and the nature of the work, a new view is presented about the
possible time when Minakata might have read the book. Then, based on letters, it is
revealed that for Minakata the greatest concern was Monier-Williams’s definition of
religion, which is centered around the concept of a transcendental God and thus excludes
Buddhism from the ranks of religion. Finally, a brief inquiry is made about Minakata’s
views on the affinity of the Buddhist concept of self-salvation and modern scientific
thought with the idea of karma or causation.
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IRz kHic, MAERIRD MAZ) 7 ~#) oWEBLET IR, IR
B OEHLHA, TOREE T RBIERIEF IS E W,

3-4. Bhttn

B TR ~<7= X 912, Monier-Williams O ZH DO EZICBWTIIMA EETH
o TOD, WREBELEERDDOLAAMIZEBL TN THS, AMD
EEZALMTIZOOERNER L 700 | FTHEOFIRTHY | S HIZIED HROE
THDIE, BTHTHD, 2V AT, ZOEPFINDLTZD, ZOFEEE D)
eI, TRV XA FONTEHL LRV ERLETWVWLDOTH L, (Z
MM EZGR TH D, ) THICH L TLAE T, TR THAHCEMESE S,
BOOOIZBSONTITE LT IER6R0nE LTS ERRTWnE, OF
Y Monier-Williams (Xt /1 & A &2 RS SHETWHDOTH S,

A J7 13X Monier-Williams @ Z @ FBfig, >F 0 | T RIKRITLEIT AEIZFF~, i
Hizmha Ikl T2 VW) FEZRBKRVWTWE, L, TE-Ahsx sz e,
ZOBRNCTREOHZIZLIEA W, BE2BTIE, ekt HTcTed,
BABRKHEOM D LY FE0 bzt L) EANHEZ -
TELFHLTWD, HAFEF Y X NEFEOT LT L & —KEE, B2 CELE
. TS, HFRLEE, BEOROVWEDOVRBRIFEEMEHE T I L &
ZEEMDHBLDICHOLT, TOMRITHADCUCET, MILE2BEETLH,
HOEERdT 0Lk, BN AFOZLORLRTH2bDICEENY | %
EL M E T ALY, O TEERTEIIBNTRETHS LM GTITIER
LTWE=DTH D,

o T, MBI ERWELIRETHV BTV, 25T 2 LB LI
LTHMELESD, WML TUTERLEI 2 &, FURFOFLICBELTH YA
P TH Tz, TROLHEGIFEMEVITWICEEZEZBN TV EEZ LD
Th b,

3-5. AADX) R &t
72770, MAREFY A MEESENICEEL THW b TEZRW, LA, #
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@kk@%ﬁ%ﬂ% IR L CHEMREEZ LITLITRLE, MARTY X Mk
EITEECE, KO S E2RX TR TE S,

R SN Huanfnirmtc]: N, MIFMTWEEMA L0, #HFEz B -
%ﬁﬁ?éﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁff;k75>f%7‘£7b>o7‘_kb\9‘ﬁf“%éo el ziE, [ElFE#E
#] No.5 TIERD L S Ik ~Tn5,

INERER A BELICIET, R EEASBOREELS O, MoF~b e L
THRMADBMAEBEX X#W@E%%Wkib HLEERDOESIIROIE
TR LT, HERE L 72 0 TR BT 28, ARSI &
%&Lf%@%é%%a%@ﬁoﬁ

L2l 2L OB E L& RAETH -2, mAIEEEICs T, AARDIA
BEODEITEIELY LR RXTWVWD, 72 & 23X RDOHI & R THZWD,

TLZGER] OFRRKOLIHFERIZT L IL<ELITHRL, iEo EEL
L. Lk LEDARLAEZIE, ML g FER, HL/VECRTIZ, 58
DILFEITFE EIRZII R E U & FREE, (& RIVUEHED L X ITEHRES .
{LGE D EBEOPEAT I3 < ™,

TREOHBEIZX, REVEIORFEERNRE X HTICHD, TRLL, i
Lﬁﬁ+%kzﬁﬁbfwwskbix%ﬁaﬁéazﬁ}dmé_&b*é%&ﬁ»otaréﬁ
B WIZL > TORKOMEIZZORTHoT-, [INEOLEZENT 51%, H
WRO—KEIZH D20, T7R1L6, WL TATIEL257%0, HELT (UFE
BERIO b DOERE) T70RICHO, RREWSZLEFRL THSAILIDH I L
LY, MUICHERABSLLOIIRREZEEA LT bR, ok
PR P eab | MEBII I OMES | R OMESE T T D EHEI LT,
BN LEZ RN D, MPFEERELL0LTEDT b TIHEROfE e
LHHb0%EH, PIREERZE L TCARLEVWSZ LR RIAET 22 BT HR%
FIPE TR RO ZELEHA LT, —m@ELETHEYFSICH A
T %L BEERE SRR EME Y bERLAEZ LB I DD R D,

FEZ, TESEED T 0T AZ v hOME L, 1) DR R < (23
SBHERIER LIZD L WITRbe, REMEL WS L 2T L2 &K
YOWRICASRER) B MERS A ARTE, BERIEAR L . 2F R
BIRBAN DN E 2 AZ ERLAWEHEE (=2 70y kb b
bW bhne I BTV 5H,
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FA OB FR 2% U 2 N EPR OB FATI TR 0 HITHEA TV 2 LR B
HENRH L EBbiLs, ToOFTH, MANHRICEMICE L EBbis E. S.
Morse (1838 - 1925) @ [Eitftia] NE L F VA MEERL TW5D,

Ll RO ANELES T, MHIEF ) A2 MEHLTH, 2
BELE Do T, BRERL, WRARIEY NCREABMBBELEEZZNPLETHAS D,

BB T HE DSHETHOERBICHT 052 F LD THE I,

FIEERATERD bDR L, i RSN OREDFNE S E L
20, EERELVWSZ L, HHROERICHON T, FHEMLN S, HEL
WSZ EITARENWSRD, WAMNIGEEEERERIT, FORALILITZ
ICIED . XEFLWSEZLFENICLHY T, ZREHEET DT, Wb
ODRAZOHOFEDE L, DDA ESRI R 20,

BbHYIC

19 A RIZFRBORFTNVRKREL EDL VIO TH Y | HEEHFE O AIRK
MThole, ZOoOH T, RTFEREEFETHRLAFIY X MNEETH D
Monier-Williams X3 U 2 M O(LZIZx T 2B EZFEH T 2 720 OBR AT
o, ZTHFRIC—MOEFEMLLRY | HHOFICA-T, HITTNITERZZIT,
MY BTNV O LEEICH T, ZOFEHEL., THICKHT 58T DK% %o
7o

Buddhism ZFEA T FIZE > TRAOMEIXFZHEOERZOMLHFHLAELT TW
5 X 912 5, Monier-Williams O EFITHA L IZF Y A P EIZHE STV D T2
W, TN DOZEHE TEOZH & LTRIZRD TWARY, HOFEEZDOL D
ELEEET. bHALEEL LRWIIHOLZEIT, BRFHATIT RN LTk
B, THUCK U THLEBEZ A LI AL, (MHEZHE LTGRO TS, £ L
TRBOEREIER LTIV ERM LT, ZOZ b, 72& %X,
TANDOEROFIZNH - HROLBOWNFOTRAN LIELIER NG,
FATHFR TR SN TWD L 21, MAMME U RBUTEBDORE DGR S
STWb, ZOHT, XUV RAMFZOEEENER IR GEH, TNETE
EESTETRMO Wb, Z ERnnrolz,

FA 7 DSHESMCITE L7 IR B & 5 A LRR O R, HBCR B O Al
Yib, EHIIFVAMHLEBRVWEFRIZHD Z LTV EFTH RV, EHETIE
ANxORFEAEEBHICBN T R MNP RERE O EHDTND, 14 FI2
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HYBEETWHI LML, o3 2o e gz Ebhd, L,
FFIEF YA M ET —~ & LI ERE LD TRy, Bir¥ U X M
WEALIZEFW-TH, ZNZHRETELIERNIFEFITRONA TS, Zok
WIZBWN T, AT o TEE ER/ ] No. 10 122 % Buddhism O « #HEHIZ & b
ODTHEAETHDLEVZ D,

%%bi%ﬁﬂ)m*ﬁ BIF 5. & VT H. Spencer ® R/ L= &ENZHW

L B AZED TS, I i%ﬁ®ﬁ?¥i%@ﬁﬂy&?ﬁxkb‘5f’}§ W %F

ﬁ‘é%?%ODEEﬂT@pﬁﬁf%é MTIEE VA N TR REOFRHTH D kb\o
FEEANT Y A REFEOMEBLZICH LN, £ ORPWIT KK T X THEEIZ
TLEIMENRTHD, — . BHEIRAESRE L i3k, 1&73)¥ETL7Z
DIE, WEHEAF Y A MFEOME L IESEN R ZHOM LM T ThH o7, KT
BRED I —m v ORI BT, HARDEAR 2 JIE L 2R kwak%&ﬁ@
HC, MARRMOFRHBEEOERICB DN TER TRV ELZHEDDF Y A M
ORMEE, [RONTEROFTTE LR EFEIZELE LT,

ﬂ:ﬂ

VOB OMWMEF IR E S SIS Hid, 1886 4EH D 1892 4EE TORFIIL T A
U AR | 1900 AEE TOREMNT T RURER) b L<IE T4 F U AR &L
nNTns, Kigb IhiZit o,

2 M OB L CiE, SR TRTRER - N0 BA—RR DT & A SRS
M Tl R ENE . 2001 4F, M JEE T [H R I8 0] 9l Hi%E, 1991 4, i
HfE— [FE 7 RER—dE bam - Bas - 7] FLkE, 2003 4272 E & < O BATARB IR S h
W5,

OB - AA AR [ RERICS L] BhaRH i, 2012 45, 409 H,

Y OMICh ZORBOETILESATOARVERRHRIOETLARES A TRV
DWW D, RIFRICENWTEETEHARWEEbN D7D, T HiF 720,
Fe=e#Em] 348-349 H % 2,

> EEHIT AR LB LHEERELIF LR, MIRETHEDOZ L EEAICTR
B]UEZE S, M BRI OB RO L RIC 2 &, S IREDITHFEUH
ST [EEEBIN. 2, 7H) LHRBIIOVWTFESI I BT L TWDHA,
HARBELONTERNZD, bEVEERVEFEFICENT NS,

®  Buddhism LIS [RIEEIC R 528 HHIC% - 72 b DI21E. Thomas H. Huxley, Evolution
and Ethics (1893) <> Henry T. Colebrooke, Essays on the Religion and Philosophy of the
Hindus (1858) 72 &b 5, [fEMEER] No. 6. 36 H& S,

T OKBROBMEICHI- VB EIZL - DIE. Monier Monier-Williams, Buddhism, in Its
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Connexion with Brahmanism and Hinduism, and in Its Contrast with Christianity (Varasi: The
Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series Office, 1964) T&H 5, LT, il RnIX—YHizL<Tih
20D,

Tel i, BINE R T G REA & RRLE (k- ) HEM - LEHEERLOZKEZ O
ToTyTREm] 2577 % 6 %5 - 8 5. ML [HFREMOE 2 2 (LB — L HERE
Fffi 2 foic—) TERSeE] 8 51 50 Al TEE L BURAE—r e - LEiE
FETEEEM 20 L C—) [HBEeUb) 28 204 5, BB E s [R5 AekE o E M B3
=B [MLATFRWMI B8 HRENRDH D, TND DML DORKINZBRIL, #BRIZ
LoTREEhE A~ ¥ 2AT5H52L T BLALEOHEEIL v K
VIR OEMAEZOWEF L L TLNRRWEHINICH 2,

RAJERE T - WA IR, ATieE. 26-33 H.

&, 3l HIZHEMIN TV L2, BHNE XK L WmBEFTIEFIcH O EN
RbOT, EFTIEIOOFHELGEEE LCTHROMERICH D, T OFEER
REZFEBRT HIEWICRERMEL L B2, LV mEHIN oS IZw T
Do

PR BERE TR 7 e O K R — L HIERA EMIC A O N DM~ ¥ 7 O FE—] [%
Hoodkl % 224 5. 95 H,

BLEE] TR L Hhutida —m v Roo > R [7 VT Y] & 144 55,
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography In Association with the British Academy: From The
Earliest Times To The Year 2000 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004) vol. 59, 261.

Oxford Dictionary of National Biography In Association with the British Academy: From The
Earliest Times To The Year 2000 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004) vol. 16, 394.
DL 2 J7 136 21X The Study of Sanskrit in Relation to Missionary Work in
India. An Inaugural Lecture Delivered Before the University of Oxford, on April 19, 1861
(London: Williams and Norgate, 1861) |Z KL< RALTW5, Z DOFmIL DK% TIL, “l have
thus indicated the extent to which a missionary ought to know Sanskrit, with a view to
command the spoken dialects, and conciliate the affections of the Indian community. Without
such knowledge the truths of Christianity may be powerfully preached, translations of the
Bible lavishly distributed, but no permanent influence will be gained, no mutual confidence
enjoyed, no real sympathy felt or inspired” (TLL . A > ROBATOFE S 5% B HBTEICH,:
V. AV FAHSOHEEZ/LDIC, EORETHMMBPY A7) v hEEMD A
EMCONTHEARZ, ZOXDRABHES TH, FY X FEHOEHIZHOWTHHEL
MBITHERLTEAS L, [HE] oOWREZM L <EAT D2 & bR ENR
WS KT DB MENZREE, ERBENELNRNTHASD]) & A~
RTH YR MEERRZIRD HT20121E, Y227 Y v FEERRPERWEER S
nNTn5,

Alexander Duff &5, AV RTIEB LAy TV RAOBEHMMNR T 2L DT
b5D,

AXYADAV RHEO Y —F—MFEETH 5 T. W. Rhys Davids & F. Max Miiller & K
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18
19
20
21
22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

(LT HEH W) T & - 7= [Notto R. Thelle, Buddhism and Christianity in Japan: From Conflict
to Dialogue, 1854-1899 (Honolulu: University of Hawaii, 1987), 216] . L2>L. +HEIE.
Rhys Davids |% TR L C~=F T 2 AT KOMEEDORICH 5, (LHKFEELH KV
WMEBLLY ] LT D (TEEEM] No.2, 7H) .

Monier-Williams, op. cit., vii.

Ibid., 537.

Ibid., xi.

Ibid., 537.

Sir Edwin Arnold, The Light of Asia; Or, the Great Renunciation (Mahabhinishkramana).
Being the Life and Teaching of Gautama, Prince of India and Founder of Buddhism (as Told in
Verse by an Indian Buddhist) (London: Triibner & Co., 1879). Aj& CIXRIEE AW 5,
INBE=ZFEP LR D RFHRIIMETH D (B EHE - AR - DRERIE - BT
AR+ FOCEATHR [RERE R S ] BB R, 1998 42, 50 H) .

A 71X Z @ Light of Asia % 1888424 H 30 HICIEA L CW D Z EREDO RN B HND

(R T ReRs TR GRemi Ba) & 18, \IKERE, 1979 /£, 155 H) .

Thelle, op. cit., 215.

Ibid. {AZIZAFERRBE 2R L CW oM E 2455, Lucifer (#2 @ The Theosophical
Review) D% 4 5 (May, 1889) THR LN 2R D& FTH 5 b The Light of Asia ¢ X4 IkF oD 24
W23 D 23 oiv b, “There is one book called "The Light of Asia,” a poem by Sir Edwin
Arnold, of which several hundred thousand copies have been sold, and which has done more
for Buddhism than any other agency.” (TEdwin Arnold J8Z (X + 5 it & 584172 &\ 5 The
Light of Asia ®FEENH S, ZhiE [HHET] OAHO [B#H] 2> T d T
LV bR TH ST, ])

Tomoko Masuzawa, The Invention of World Religions: Or, How European Universalism Was
Preserved in the Language of Pluralism (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2005),
140.

Otto Kistner, Buddha and His Doctrines. A Bibliographical Essay (London: Triibner & Co.,
1869).

“For its presentation of Buddhist philosophy Sir Monier-Williams has laid the whole
missionary world under obligation to him. Writing as a zealous Christian, believing in the duty
of Christians to supplant every other faith with the best, that of the Christian, he has presented
a vast array of arguments that the missionaries of Ceylon, Burma, China and Japan will not fail
to appreciate. The book is a mine of resources for them.

To those of us who neither now nor at any time come in contact with Buddhists the book is
of value chiefly in giving us a true picture neither overdrawn and highly colored, like Sir
Edwin Arnold's "The Light of Asia," nor as savagely depreciative as the works of some of the
Roman Catholic writers on Buddhism mentioned in Otto Kistner's "Bibliography of
Buddhism." We shall appreciate our own faith the better by a careful study of its contrast with
Buddhism and have a very much clearer comprehension of this, one of the greatest of the
world's religions by the aid of Sir Monier-Williams great work. It is a wonder that no one of
the missionary magazines has yet thought to reprint that last chapter, on the contrast, nor that
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30

31

32

33

34

apparently none of the missionaries in Buddhist lands has thought to translate it and print it as
a tract for circulation among Buddhists.”
A Few of the Chief Contrasts Between the Essential Doctrines of Buddhism and of Christianity
< Literary Admirers of Buddhism 72 & % o R ARfHT ST,

[TEEE®] No. 1. 4 H,
3, No.7. 72 H,
F1EEBH,

[GREEVERIEE ) ISR AR HDOLRZED Bizi#: < #ik 2% Encyclopaedia Britannica ¢

MAZ) DHEAEES —BL TS Z LT, 2EMREREHFENOH LN TH D,

[GHEEERNE ) @ THENACICAIREFEOR, @ (=) 7 ) AEOSRIE (R
=%7) 0BT, TTIZERN (FrYR) ofichsE, BEBZUTALAN (F
FEFTUR) RET, REOALE, MAIEY ., R LTEBEDOML] LW HEL
ik & Encyclopaedia Britannica @ “At the end of the 6th century B.C. the Aryan tribes from
the Panjab had long been settled on the banks of the Ganges; the pride of race had put in an
impassable barrier between them and the conquered aborigines; the pride of birth had built up
another between the chiefs or nobles and the mass of the Aryan people; and the superstitious
fears of all yielded to the priesthood an unquestioned and profitable supremacy; while the
exigencies of occupation and the ties of family had further separated each class into smaller
communities, until the whole nation had became gradually bound by an iron system of casts”

(TheEaT 6 HALD R, NP TN BRI T — U YEROEHES T TIZH PR D
FICEFELTWE, 7= U YHROBHELMIERINTZREREOMICELX D Z & D
RKpWBEL Ip o, FTo, T UYEOM TS, MAITE > T, &IE - BE & —KIE
ROBTHRIU L D RERFEI N, HHWDLH DT HREMN LRI ENLOREIC
F o T, B T R B A IS Lic, —F . HEHOE B L OFEERBRICE 5
T, TXTCOREFITE LIS ST SN, FREAICERSERED X 5 22555l
BEILE o TBAEWIIHEEND Z LILE ST iz —fle LTxHE L TAHR LI,
—HEM SN TWDLEFTIEIH D, THREEZERT D & [BRIEME] okl
LHERNZNDHTHS I,

T, [BEEEEANE] ORBICERLATWD [V RE] OBV
T EEERIR TR WA, [F U Encyclopaedia Britannica @ [Z ~ %) OIEE IZHESW
TWa Elbhd, T2 TlE, JUEEFIZET HIEFE S Encyclopaedia Britannica @ % i
LR —HLTWDHZ LN Y MIhD,

ZOZODHEHE X E BT Rhys Davids 3 W= 0T, [BEEAE AR5
EDOA v FHEOFEIT2 T Rhys Davids ICL A2 D THDB L NI ENTEBHEA
Do

% Buddhism Z# L TW\5, MAFIELIZLIEWADOEYDZ A4 M2 BAEICRL TR,

36

37

Buddhism & [{AZEkzs] &b TAZEGEER] L bR L,
T3] No. 10, 98 H,
[F#. No.7. 82 H,
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38

39

40

7

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

[[13,. No. 10, 108 H,

Monier-Williams, op. cit., 537.

“Christianity is a religion, whereas Buddhism, at least in its earliest and truest form, is no
religion at all, but a mere system of morality and philosophy founded on a pessimistic theory
of life.”

Monier-Williams 735 9 [#iE D {L#% ) 1%, [Buddhism of the Pitakas or Pali texts |

(Monier-Williams, op. cit., vii), 77205 ZJEICEWVWTHL DO EFR LT E, FFEL
DWEHEDILE - A FFEFICISAGND2HNTH D, 2FED, FEoIX, TYVTHE
WCIRE > TWHAZICIEH £ VL Z2R LTIV - 720 Tdh %5 (Masuzawa, op. cit.,
126-131),

Monier-Williams, op. cit., 538.

“Clearly the definition of the word ‘religion” is beset with difficulties, and its etymology is too
uncertain to help us in explaining it. We shall, however, be justified if we affirm that every
system claiming to be a religion in the proper sense of the word must postulate the eternal
existence of one living and true God of infinite power, wisdom, and love, the Creator, Designer,
and Preserver of all things visible and invisible.

It must also take for granted the immortality of man’s soul or spirit, and the reality of a
future state and of an unseen world. It must also postulate in man an innate sense of
dependence on a personal God—a sense of reverence and love for Him, springing from a belief
in His justice, holiness, wisdom, power, and love, and intensified by a deep consciousness of
weakness, and a yearning to be delivered from the presence, tyranny, and penalty of sin.”

[ &) No. 10, 99 H,

Y, ¥ aBFELHEBICTEINTWE, ¥ /a3, ab, vX heRhEEaeT

[TED 7R ES ) & LT TRRIERY ) LR Tz,

DT XA FTHOFOST Thb, EHEZZOL S RFOHITIFERTE 20,

[ £ ] No. 10, 100 &,

INEH, DFED | PHERE., MR, TR EOLEDTH#EMDZ L Th D,

Fei<FE@] No. 4, 25 H,

[F3, No. 13, 135 H,

Monier-Williams, op. cit., 551-552.

“Then again, when it spread to outlying countries it assumed the character of a religion; it
taught the existence of unseen worlds; it permitted the offering of prayers to Maitreya and
other supposed personal saviours; it inculcated faith and trust in these celestial beings, which
operated as good motives in the hearts of many, while the hope of being born in higher
conditions of life, and the desire to acquire merit by reverential acts, led to the development of
devotional services, which had much in common with those performed in Christian countries.”
Monier-Williams, op. cit., 552.

[t] b TV AHI2TH D, MhEMIHTDIEE, TRICRE S T oty
BFRIERLRN EWIHINEFROHETH D, MHIEF Y A MAEDHT DY
V. HRPEOFEE b BV TR BEREN,

[1E1E &M ] No. 10, 101 H,
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53
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55

56

57

58

59

[@E i <EE#H] No. 5, 32-33 H,
[3#, No.17. 175 H,
[M3#, No.13, 131 H,
[@3, No.13, 133 H,
MO DBEHRO—DTH5D,
Fr=FEE®) No. 13, 135 &,
[@3, No.13, 136 H,
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