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“Critiques of the Western views on Sufism : through the Transition
of the Western Discourses on Religion and the Modern”

Kenichiro Takao
Graduate School of Theology, Doshisha University

Abstract :

This paper aims to explore, through the reference to transition of the Western
discourses on religion and modernity, the issue found in the recent researches of the West
on Sufism (Islamic mysticism). Sufism in the context of Islamic modern is often defined
to have lost its organizational and ideological influences to Muslim society. On the other
hand, the recent Western researches tend to reevaluate Sufism focusing on its diverse and
heavyweight roles. I review these recent trends of the Western discourses which regard
Sufism as a spiritual alternative of Islam, and point out the parallel condition of this type
of Sufi discourses with religious discourses in postmodern context. Then, I criticize
incoherence of terms and epistemological errors of expectations confirmed in which the
Western researches express that Sufism is non-‘fundamental’, ‘secularized’ form of Islam,
therefore that it must have affinities with the modern Western society. At last, I note a
linkage between Sufi discourses and Islamophobia. As a result, this paper concludes that
to evaluate Sufism in the Western context today could play a role in excusing, rather in

camouflaging the Western Islamophobia.

Keywords : Fundamentalism, Islamophobia (Phobia about, or Aversion to Islam), Study

of Religion, Secularization, Spirituality
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