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Moderate Islam and the Role of Civil Society
Movements in Emerging Economies:
A Case of Muhammadiyah in Indonesia
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[ Guest Speaker ]

Muhammad Sirajuddin Syamsuddin (Din Syamsuddin)

Professor of Islamic Political Thought at State Islamic University (UIN) of Jakarta,
President of Muhammadiyah
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[ Moderator ]

Hisae Nakanishi

Professor of the Graduate School of Global Studies, Doshisha University
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[ Program ]

13:30—13:35 Greeting, /2 by Prof. Nakanishi
13:35—14: 20 Lecture /G by Prof. Din Syamsuddin
14 : 20—14 : 30 Commentary,/ fi# &t by Prof. Nakanishi

14 : 30—15: 00 Q&A

[ Guest Speaker Profile ]

Muhammad Sirajuddin Syamsuddin

Prof. Dr. K.KH. Muhammad Sirajuddin Syamsuddin, also known as Din Syamsuddin, was born
in Sumbawa, Indonesia in August 31st of 1958. He is currently a Professor of Islamic Political
Thought at State Islamic University (UIN) of Jakarta. He holds a Ph.D. and a Master degree,
both from University of California, Los Angeles. And his research spans a wide range of topics, in
which he has published an extensive amount of work. Among his most significant publication are
his books: Islam and Politics in Indonesia during the New Order, and Muhammadiyah Thought:
Responding Islam Liberalization.

Din Syamsuddin has held, from 2005 to the present, the position of President of
Muhammadiyah. In addition he has held other significant posts, such as Vice Chairman of
Majelis Ulama Indonesia, Chairman of the Inter-Religious Council of Indonesia (IRC), President
and Moderator of the Asian Conference on Religion for Peace (ACRP), Co-President of the World
Conference on Religions for Peace (WCRP/RfP), Member of the Strategic Alliance between Rusia
and the Muslim World, Chairman of the Indonesia-Palestine Friendship Initiative (IPFI), and
Chairman of Centre for Dialogue and Cooperation among Civilisations (CDCC), among others.

As leader of Muhammadiyah, one of the two biggest Islamic organizations in Indonesia, Din
Syamsuddin often participates in various international conferences on religion and peace, where
he is often recognized for his efforts to highlight the importance of peaceful dialogue for the

Muslim community.
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Muhammadiyah

Muhammadiyah is an Islamic organization in Indonesia. The organization was founded in 1912
by Ahmad Dahlan (1869-1923) in the city of Yogyakarta, the central area of Java Island, as a
reformist socioreligious movement, advocating ijtihad - individual interpretation of Qur'an and
sunnah, as opposed to taqglid - the acceptance of the traditional interpretations propounded by
the ulama. It has gradually expanded to other areas in Java and Sumatra Island, then gradually
to the nationwide.

Muhammadiyah is much influenced by Egyptian reformist Muhammad 'Abduh, considered
modernization and purification of religion from syncretic practices were very vital in reforming
this religion. Therefore, since its beginning Muhammadiyah has been very concerned with
maintaining tawhid, and refining monotheism in society.

The main focus of the Muhammadiyah movement is to heighten people's sense of moral
responsibility, purifying their faith to true Islam. It emphasizes the authority of the Qur'an and
the Hadiths as supreme Islamic law that serves as the legitimate basis of the interpretation of
religious belief and practices.

Since its establishment in 1912, Muhammadiyah is developed by setting education as one of
the important pillar of their activities. Moreover, they have been offering medical services such
as establishment of hospitals, maternity hospitals, and clinics, which they set as a second
important pillar of their activities.

In addition, Muhammadiyah clams that Islam in Indonesia is deviated from the Quran which
caused Muslim unhappiness. Therefore, it emphasizes the importance of returning to the
original Quran to learn, practice and spread the teaching of Allah properly, which will bring
individual happiness, social welfare and national prosperity.

Regarding educational activities, Muhammadiyah has built Islamic schools in modern forms,
aside from traditional pesantren. Some of its schools are also open to non-Muslims. Currently
there are more than 10,000 schools owned by them. It has also functioned as a charitable
organization. Today it owns several hundred medical clinics and hospitals in Indonesia, which
plays important roles in supporting the regions alongside with the government.

Although Muhammadiyah leaders and members are often actively involved in shaping the
politics in Indonesia, Muhammadiyah is not a political party. It has devoted itself to social and
educational activities. At the moment, Muhammadiyah is the second largest Islamic

organization in Indonesia with 29 million members.
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The 2nd joint conference on Values in Religion:

Conflict or Consensus among Religious Tradition and Modern Values
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