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“Could suicide be the consequence of the
belief in gods as beings necessarily inimical to
man? For regardless of whether gods are the
work of man’s fear or of his love of beauty—of
his longing for never-aging and never-perish-
ing thinking beings of indescribable
splendor—they impair man’s self-esteem.” '¥
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“He [Halevi] accepts, at least within these
limits, what may be called the philosophers'
view of the Natural Law. But preciesely by
going so far with the philosophers, does he
discover the fundamental weakness of the
philosophic position and the deepest reason
why philosophy is so enourmously dangerous.
For if the philosophers are right in their
appraisal of natural morality, of morality not
based on Divine revelation, natural morality
is, strictly speaking, no morality at all: it is
hardly distinguishable from the morality
essential to the preservation of a gang of rob-

bers.” 17
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4. Strauss as a modern philosopher king?
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% ZIiZ“Athens and Jerusalem: The Legacy of
Leo Strauss”WH5@E T, NFY—-T—=7 2R
(Hadley Arkes)&Wyd AA WYY —F A
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“Surely, one of the most striking attributes,
evident at once to the young student who
entered a class of Strauss's for the first time,
was the presence of a contingent of Catholic
priests. They were not there as detached
observers trying to scout the opposition. They
were sitting at his feet, along with the rest of
us, and there was, in the room, the most
intense concentration, and in the most pro-
nounced reverence. Harry Jaffa has written
that Strauss's distinct mission was to restore
both reason and revelation against the ten-
dency of modern science to deny them both.
Both strands were unmistakably present in
those classrooms: the interest in reason and
in revelation. It was evident that the thing
that connected everyone in that room----from
the Catholic priests to the young Jewish stu-
dents----was the interest in standing against
the world----contra mundum----standing
against the current culture, with its variants
of moral relativism. What connected everyone
was the interest in what might be called 'nat-
ural law': the conviction that there were
indeed moral truths, grounded in human

nature, and those truths would endure as
long as that nature would endure. That is to
say, what connected the Christians and Jews
in that room was the religion of reason, or

rational morality'.” ¥
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2. Spinoza as a disciple of Machiavelli

(1) A—rET#HH

[BufiamlsE13 2—-beE7HH vs (BB 153

[BaGE ) 25105 acutissimus Florentinus Disc. I. lib. 3 in Tit. Livium

[ -+ -5 (Philosophi)id, 52 FFD A TIZE<, £9H->TUILWE-I XS H A
M2 REEIZZARTOBEDTHS, ZOMRELT, NSO KET T, W4 EHIND
DIZFRf A S E, EERICEHAIh2ER 22 B E&T22 b0, Fv(7LLr Rk
IAEEE S, HBHVE, - ETENEFFHFATZBDHDE SR ——F DL B
i, 2L, R LB ETIE L, >7——ED BV TO AR IS B LS
KEREERSL=DTH-72],

(2) BURRIY A =X L

[therBaGEm | 58 3 E AR (3f& i)

[75. XS DRBDIED P S DREMAZKRGFIZLUTLED AT IUL, DKUIEDEDZ L% F
S1KBLATHAD, Thabb, PNSIFNOPEE I 55— ARINFMIZZDY
TZEALRTVEDTHE256——NEDEREHUHETETHAIL, flidrn bk fEE
ETHA5 1.

[BOABH) Y A = X LD R % 27 o F Lz A——8 K AR Cldd 72728, FZ24Y7 A
Tl nnro7- PIFAELT, ZRIEAE ) TH 7=, ]

ER
“Why We Remain Jews: Can Jewish Faith and History Still Speak to Us?” (1962 Feb.)
“Preface to the English Translation,” in Spinoza’s Critique of Religion (1962 Aug.)
“Das Testament Spinozas” (1932)
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Verdammung (Bannspruch der Amsterdamer Gemeinde)
Rettung (Mendelssohn)
Heiligsprechung (Heine, Hess)
Neutralitaet

@ Bifi. ZTOMANDRHDHE

“Could suicide be the consequence of the belief in gods as beings necessarily
inimical to man? For regardless of whether gods are the work of man’s fear or
of his love of beauty—of his longing for never-aging and never-perishing think-
ing beings of indescribable splendor-they impair man’s self-esteem.” (Socrates
and Aristophanes, The Knights, pp. 83-84.)

(3) hedonismM 3Lz h 5 DSREHEH]
Die Religionskritik Spinozas als Grundlage seiner Bibelwissenschaft (1930)
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cf. Machiavelli, Hobbes, Descartes, Leibniz

“Spinoza ist nicht Jude geblieben, waehrend Descartes, Hoobbes und Leibniz
Christen geblieben sind.”

F )2 H & Machiavelli vs. 4V # & Spinoza (vs. 1.4V H & Strauss)
rational morality & O [ i

cf. natural morality
“the necessity of the connection between morality and revelation”

4. Strauss as a modern philosopher king






