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CISMOR Seminar June 12, 2004
“Issues Facing Monotheistic Religions in the United States”

Barbara Brown Zikmund, Ph.D.
Professor of American Studies
Graduate School of American Studies
Doshisha University, Kyoto, JAPAN

This presentation will examine three groups of issues confronting monotheistic
religions in the United States at the beginning of the twenty-first century.

1. It will analyze the contemporary organizational realignment within
American religions, with special attention to the growing influence of
new religious movements and trends within Christianity, the impact of
immigration upon Islam, and the question of intermarriage within
Judaism.

2. It will explore theological issues of exclusivism and feminism and how
they are challenging monotheistic traditions to think about faith and
practices in new ways.

3. It will lift up some of the most significant political and social issues which
unite and divide monotheistic religions in American society: religious
freedom, women’s role, racial justice, family values, sexuality, Middle
East foreign policy, public education, and the relationship of government
funding to religious life and practice.

As time allows I will share information (case studies): from my personal expe-
rience as a Christian clergy woman (ordained in 1964) in the progressive
Protestant denomination known as the United Church of Christ; from my 30
years teaching as a leader in theological education (especially working in
Muslim-Christian relations at Hartford Seminary); from my life as a scholar
and member of the American Academy of Religion (AAR); and from my work as
the chairperson of the National Council of Churches of the USA Interfaith
Relations Commission.
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Marks of Faithfulness®

1. All relationship begins with meeting. The model for our meeting others is always
the depth of presence and engagement which marked Jesusl meeting with those
around him. In our everyday lives, we will meet and form relationships with men
and women of other religious traditions. At times these may be difficult relation-
ships, based on bitter memories. However, we have been created for loving commu-
nity and will not disengage from trying to build bridges of understanding and coop-
eration throughout the human family.

2. True relationship involves risk. When we approach others with an open heart, it
is possible that we may be hurt. When we encounter others with an open mind, we
may have to change our positions or give up certainty, but we may gain new

insights. Prompted to ask new questions, we will search the Scriptures and be
attentive to the Spirit in new ways to mature in Christ and in love and service to
others. Because those we meet are also Godls beloved creatures, this risk is also
opportunity. Our knowledge and love of God can be enriched as we hear others pro-
claim to us how God has worked and empowered their lives.

3. True relationship respects the other's identity. We will meet others as they are,
in their particular hopes, ideas, struggles and joys. These are articulated through

their own traditions, practices and world-views. We encounter the image of God in
the particularity of another person’s life.

4. True relationship is based on integrity. If we meet others as they are, then we
must accept their right to determine and define their own identity. We also must
remain faithful to who we are; only as Christians can we be present with integrity.
We will not ask others to betray their religious commitments, nor will we betray
our commitment to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

5. True relationship is rooted in accountability and respect. We approach others in
humility, not arrogance. In our relationships we will call ourselves and our part-
ners to a mutual accountability. We will invite each other to join in building a
world of love and justice, but we will also challenge each other’s unjust behavior.
We can do both only from an attitude of mutual respect.

6. True relationship offers an opportunity to serve. Jesus comes among us as a ser-
vant. We too are given the opportunity to serve others, in response to God’s love for
us. In so doing, we will join with those of other religious traditions to serve the
whole of God’s creation. Through advocacy, education, direct services and commu-
nity development, we respond to the realities of a world in need. Our joining with
others in such service can be an eloquent proclamation of what it means to be in
Christ.

* “Interfaith Relations and the Churches,” NCC Policy Statement, 1999,
paragraphs 47-52
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Identities in Dialogue—The School for Peace
Approach, 2004, pp.42—43.
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*  NEPL[FBIEMRLZEIZEBZHAFD L AT L

ISP =L BT I A 2T — AFRHTER DR AE A

(B2 =FMZEB=HEAT W+ ¥ =L =AM =578 & i) (+HBuazem)

{1

A 2T — LI BT BAGEE DHLE @ .

2. BIRIZB T 5425 — LD RETAE

@) 4 2T—LL LY
“In the West, interreligious studies and conferences are customarily dominated
by the relations between Christianity and Judaism or relations between
Christianity and Islam. Aside from their generally Western and Eurocentric
perspective, encounters of this type have yielded few practical result.”
John Bunzul(ed.), Islam and the Political Role of Religions in the Middle East, Gainesville, 2004, p.1.
“Islam and the Political Role of Religions in the Middle East”

Vienna 27-29 Nov. 2000 German Orient Institute(Humberg), The Austrian Diplomatic Academy
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“The Buddhist-Muslim Dialogue”, 2003/ May 5-7, Paris
(UNESCO'’ s Inter-religious Dialogue Programme)
“Conference for Buddhist-Muslim Dialogue, Malaysia, Indonesia, USA
NGO “Global family for Love and Peace(GFLP)”
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“Civilisational Dialogue between Islam and Confucianism, 12-14 March 1995
Centre for Civilisational Dialogue, University of Malaya,

Osman Bakar, Islam and Confucianism, Centre for Civilisational Dialogue, University of Malaya, 1997
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