fEfZEE (185 5% (JF8 F. Wayland, Elements of Moral Science) |
ICHITS [God] DEERZHSHT

TIWVX)NVE IV -V T 4~
N TNy NE R R

£5
HRGHERT BUff OB B E O —21, EROEFRTH o720 —BIZEITH L,

FH (1872~1879 4F) IZ&TF Sz (155 | GEMEEE) O IE, dA0E A #E
ZBATLHWD D o720 TD L) ITHHFEHE QPR TR S NIBEGBFFD
—DII, T AV I DONT T A MR 7 T >~ & « 7 = —F ~ N (Francis Wayland,
1796-1865) %335 L 7= Elements of Moral Science fiifIh (1835 4F) DR [15 & &) (R
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ZPM] OFELHL LTV L, WL, EERAER] SRbb L)%
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HTHo7zo HAFEMTIE (Questions) 2SR SN TwARvoid, 1V X M
TRBEV—FEOARADPHRGGE L SNTNLTHH ). ZOFFEIE, AR TR
D> TOULEREOHEEZHO NI TL2EELERTH S,

L. Prdfgeal [ Ham] (3 ) SCHRE. 1874 4 (Wi 7 4F 12 A)
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FLTECTORERD ], T2, [KEBEODTHFEDEIZES L26, KiZd
BULTHERERL ] Lo HRHGOBIEDN S, L¥HEZVTNOYE LTS
DOHRFE (HRH), €L THREFDOHRFEZ (FR) &ALz bh, CORRERN
HEFHONLL D b Z oD kFoH k2 R L. KRGO EA] ZEHL7zo
THbo il F1) A MzAc LiuE, AR T ota» S5 Lcz
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NA [HE—8F ] THO. [H] THD, ZOLEMNEF) A M EZ 7 = —
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(53] But, it is evident, that two events could not be thus invariably connected,
unless there were some power exerted to connect them, and some being, who, at all
times, and in all places, exerted this power. Hence the fact, that the laws of nature

exist, teaches us the existence of the Supreme Being, the Creator and Preserver of all

things. And hence, every change which we see, is a proof of the existence of God.*'
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(FTEBER) And it is also evident, that the Creator has connected events together in

this manner, in order to direct our conduct.*
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(JE3Z) As we find these events, namely, pleasure following right actions, and pain
following bad actions, to be invariable, we know that they must have been connected

together by God our Creator and our Judge. And, as he has manifestly connected

them together for the purpose of teaching us, we may hence learn, how he wishes us

to act.”?
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(JE3Z] 1. Always ask yourself, first, is this action right? To enable to answer this

inquiry, God gave you a conscience, and the Holy Bible.**
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(JE3Z]) And, as young persons have a conscience, as well as those that are older,
they are just as truly bound to obey it; and God will as surely punish them if they
disobey it.’
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On the Translation of «God» in Taizd Abe’s Shishinron
(Elements of Moral Science by F. Wayland)

Alberto Millan Martin
Graduate School of Language and Culture, Osaka University

Abstract

One of the most urgent tasks of the Meiji government was the enlightenment of the
people. For instance, the teaching of Shiishin (moral education), a subject under the
curriculum of the new educational system called gakusei (1872-1879), had the purpose of
introducing Western modern ethics. Thus, several Shiishin textbooks were adopted for
their use in primary schools. Among them was one published by the Ministry of
Education in 1874: Taizdo Abe’s Shiishinron, a version of Elements of Moral Science
(abridged version, 1835) by the American Baptist pastor Francis Wayland (1796-1865).
The original book, of course, was conceived with Christian ethics as its cornerstone.
Some other Japanese versions of the same book were published within the same decade,
albeit the translation policies of every translator apparently differ. This article, within the
framework of the modernization of education in Japan, intends to throw some light at one
particular aspect of the circumstances under which translation projects were undertaken
during the early Meiji period. Namely, it considers the devices that different translators
tried to apply when translating some parts of the text concerning Christianity in order to
transmit Western ethics to the Japanese people —i.e. literal translation attempting to use
the Japanese rendering of appropriate Christian terms, or adaptation through the use of
Confucian, Buddhist or Shinto terms. In particular, we focus on how Taizd Abe, who
omitted or tampered with most parts regarding Christ, the Bible or Christian doctrine in
his Shiishinron, rendered the concept of «God» as «Ten» (Heaven or Celestial Supreme
Being in Confucianism). Through the study of the original text by Wayland and three of
its most representative translations as primary source materials, we examine the above-
mentioned subjects while comparing relevant excerpts. We conclude that Abe’s version
—which focused on transmitting practical ethics and neglected or diluted theological
ethics—, was the least faithful to Wayland’s beliefs but also the most suitable to be
understood and accepted in non-Christian Japan.

Keywords : Christianity, Francis Wayland, Taizd Abe, Translated textbooks of the
gakusei period, «Ten»
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