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! Movie “Spirited Away”

According to filmmaker Hayao Miyazaki, “In my grandparents’ time, it was believed that
gods and spirits existed everywhere...in trees, rivers, insects, wells, anything. My
generation does not believe in this, but I like the idea that we should treasure everything
because gods and spirits might exist there, and because there is a kind of life to everything.
In fact, in Japanese, there is an expression - ‘yaoyorozu no kami’' - which means ‘eight
million gods.” However, as far as I know, nobody has actually seen any of these gods and
spirits. So I had to make up their faces and shapes. Some of them are based on beliefs,
traditions, legends, and other materials. For example, it is generally believed that a river
god is a snake or a dragon.”

Set in rural Japan, “Spirited Away” opens with ten-year-old Chihiro and her parents on
their way to a new home in the suburbs. Having taken a wrong turn, the family arrives at
what they believe to be an abandoned amusement park. Chihiro’s parents are scon tempted
by a buffet of irresistible food, which nearly consumes them as they consume it. They are
quickly transformed into large squealing pigs.

When Chihiro searches for help, she finds a friend in Haku, a mysterious boy with
magical powers. He introduces her to the spirits that inhabit the amusement park at night.
Chihiro must go to work for Yubaba, a fierce old woman with a huge head and short body,
who runs a hot springs resort for all manner of fantastic creatures and gods. Her
experiences with these spirits, monsters and beings from ancient legends lead to a series of
extraordinary and entertaining adventures beyond her wildest imagination.

(http://www.nausicaa.net/miyazaki/sen/presskit.html)
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'] rely on the new Jewish Publication Society translation here and
throughout..

This is the formulation of Amold M. Eisen, in The Chosen People in
America: A Study in Jewish Religious Ideology (Bloomington: IU Press,
1983) p.17.

Sec for example the blessings before the reading from the Torah scroll,
and the morning and evening benedictions that precede the Shema.

‘f “Aleinu Le-Shabbea’ah, Encyclopedia Judaica, 2:559.

> Stefan C. Reif suggests that the daily recitation of the Alenu might well
have preceded the Blois massacre, Judaism and Hebrew Prayer: New
Perspectives on Jewish Liturgical History (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1993) 209.

6 See the sermons of John Chrysostom, for example, for such anti-Jewish
claims. In actuality, there is some scriptural support for interpreting
Jewish suffering as an indication divine election in Amos 3:2, “You
alone have I singled out of all the families of the earth—That is why [
call you to account for all your iniquities.”

! Arugat Ha-Bosem, by Abraham b. Azriel..

¥ The Alenu’s composition pre-dates Islam, and though it might be
contemporary with Christianity’s emergence, the numerological assertion
i1s clearly an anachronism. This is not to say that Jewish worshippers did
not think of Christians and Muslims when they recited the line.

® The Pittsburgh Platform appears in the appendix to Michael A. Meyer’s
Response to Modernity (Detroit: Wayne State, 1988) 387.

' Mordecai M. Kaplan, Judaism as a Civiliztion: Toward a Reconstruction
of American-Jewish Live (New York: Macmillan, 1934) 43-44.

' Adapted from Kaplan’s writings in the SAJ Review 0f1928, and cited in
Kol Haneshama: Shabbat Vehagim (Wyncote: The Reconstructionist
Press, 1994) p. 125. _

> Sabbath Prayerbook, 1945..

B Kol Haneshama: Shabbat Vehagim (Wyncote: The Reconstructionist
Press, 1994) p. 120.

' I Am Jewish: Personal Reflections Inspired by the Last Words of Daniel
Pearl (Woodstock, VT: Jewish Lights, 2004) p. 49.
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Institute of International Affairs, (January, 1931).
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