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eWe are happy to publish the proceedings of the 6" annual CISMOR conference on Jewish Studies. The year
2012 marked the 60" anniversary of diplomatic relationships between Japan and Israel. This year’s conference
was conducted with the support of the Israeli Embassy to Japan as part of the anniversary celebrations. We
wish to express our gratitude to the Israeli Embassy, to the CISMOR staff, and to all the participants in the
conference. The special logo created for the 60" anniversary appears on the front cover and the title page. This
logo was designed by Adlai Stock, and it combines the traditional Japanese celebratory string (mizuhiki) with
the Jewish Star of David. We hope and pray that the red and blue colors, taken from the national flags of both
nations, and the design weaving them together will symbolize the continued dialogue between them, and that

their relations will deepen even more. (http://embassies.gov.il/tokyo/NewsAndEvents/Pages/60years.aspx).

oOn the eve of the conference there was a screening of the Israeli film The Human Resources Manager, in
which the coffin of Julia, the foreign worker killed in a Jerusalem market bombing arrives at a wintry airport in
her native Rumania. The story of the search for Julia’s family which quickly develops from this scene is tinged
with sadness but is also tinted with a comical touch. However, three and a half months later, a somewhat similar
scene unfolded in a Japanese airport; who could have imagined that even more coffins would be laid down next
to each other? The underlying meaning of this scene with its touch of humor should be questioned now several
times over. It is no longer the problem of someone else. ®We wish to continue the activities of CISMOR and
the Jewish Studies Conferences in the spirit of understanding each other’s culture, of exchange and dialogue.
However, there are also those whose actions are beyond understanding. There are events which defy our reason.
We feel that this is extremely regrettable. Still, we have no other path than that of dialogue and grass roots

cultural exchange. ®We offer our sincere prayers for the repose of the victims fallen in the Algerian desert.
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