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As Christianity and Rabbinical Judaism were developing, constantly shaping their own
religious identity in relation to the other, Christianity depicted these relations in iconography.
During late antiquity figurative personification of the Church and the Synagogue started to
develop, and from the 12th century on they will appear as the two female figures titled Ecclesia
—representing the Christian Church, and Synagoga—representing the Jewish Synagogue,
embodying the iconographic personification of the two religions. @The well-known figures of
Ecclesia and Synagoga from Strasbourg Cathedral are depicted on the cover of this issue, as
they were discussed by Prof. Ora Limor during the conference. Ecclesia, shown as a crowned,
young, attractive woman, is holding a cross-topped staff, and a goblet in the other hand to catch
the blood gushing from the side of Christ, while Synagoga is a weak figure blindfolded, with
a broken lance and the Torah scrolls dropping from her hand, indicating defeated Judaism.
The relics of Ecclesia and Synagoga from Strasbourg Cathedral which used to adorn the walls
of the cathedral are today kept at the Musée de I'Oeuvre Notre-Dame. The content of the
stories treated at this conference is by no means always pretty. However, while we confront
the past of the two religions in an attempt to understand it, we simultaneously face the future

with the hope that this could turn into the means for constructing new relations between them.
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