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An Inquiry into Kumiai Kyokai in the Korea Mission:
Focusing on Watase Tsuneyoshi’s First Mission Period

BAE GWEI-DEUK
Doctoral Student
Gradute School of Letters, Ritsumeikan University

Abstract:

Watase Tsuneyoshi, as a member of the Japan Kumiai Kyokai, initiated the Japanese
missionary effort in Korea from 1911. However, he despaired over the fact that the
number of converts had stagnated despite his missionary efforts in Kyeongseong (5{3%)
and in Pyeongyang (*F-3%). Prior to his missionary efforts, he conferred with the liberal
faction (jiyuuha, HHIJR) that in 1910 had taken a position against the American
missionaries and their privileges. The liberal faction at the time referred to the Liberal
Church (jiyuu kyoukai, HH#(%) of Choi Joong jin (#2#¥), that had gained
independence from the Presbyterians in the midst of problems concerning American
missionaries and their qualification to grant baptisms in the region of Jeollabuk-do (4=
JtiE). The clash between the Liberal Church of Choi Joong jin and the American
missionaries centered around discrepancies in the meaning of the rites and the traditional
Korean practice of concubinage (chikushou, % 3%).

From then on, Watase’s Korean mission was supported by the Independent Church
of the liberal faction. In this way, the number of churches and converts grew. In other
words, the inclusion of the Independent Church greatly transformed the direction of
Watase’s Korean mission. Eventually, under the banner of “Educating Korea,” his
movement was advocated as a “National Movement.” Furthermore, Watase’s education of
Korea was said to be completely founded on his Christian faith. Using his faith, he carried
out the Korean mission both for the sake of the Korean people and for Japan’s imperial
efforts. However, there is an issue which warrants mention here. Watase’s missionary
activities must be analyzed both from a subjective point of view and from an objective
point of view, keeping in mind the context of the prevailing ethos of his day as well as the
vantage point of the present.

Keywords: Kumiai Kyokai, Watase Tsuneyoshi, The Liberal Church, Korea Mission,
National Movement.
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