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Foreword

As a center for the interdisciplinary study of the monotheistic religions, CISMOR has set
the goal of studying the three monotheistic religions in their past and their present, with the
emphasis on interrelations between these religions in their beliefs and writings as well as their
historical connections and mutual influences. Within this framework we were fortunate to have
the opportunity to convene the first CISMOR conference on Jewish Studies in current Japanese
academic research. Its participants included a number of distinguished colleagues from different
academic institutions throughout Japan who specialize in Jewish studies and related fields.

As will be seen from the presentations collected in this volume, research in Jewish studies
starts historically with the beginning of Israelite monotheism, and continues up to current issues
of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. The lectures by Taggar-Cohen and Echigoya, in
the first session, situate ancient Israelite community in the context of the larger ancient Near
Eastern world. The second session presents Judaism starting from the Mishnaic period to the
Middle Ages, pointing to contacts with Christian and, later, Muslim culture and communities
as discussed first in Ichikawa’s and then in Teshima’s lecture. Such relations between the
monotheistic religions in the past may suggest possibilities for a future of co-existence between
the three major monotheistic religions in the world today.

Contemporary Jewish cultural and social developments occur mainly in the State of Israel
and among Jewish communities in the United States. This came as a result of the extinction of
most of Jewish life in Europe after World War 11, as Nomura-Nakazawa discusses in the third
session. However, Otsuka’s lecture on the Sudanese Jewish community demonstrates that there
are still Jewish communities not related to these large centers, and much can be learned from
them regarding the development of Jewish life worldwide and its contacts with other Jewish and
non-Jewish communities.

Printing the lectures included in this volume will enable our colleagues to share with us
the experience of the CISMOR conference, including the illuminating comments by several
participants and the discussions that followed the lectures. Our hope is to hold similar conferences
in the coming years and invite many other scholars in related fields of study to join our discussions.
The goal, as always, will be to reach a better understanding of the complicated relations between
the monotheistic religions, and to show new avenues of possible dialogue between what seem to
many to be the unbridgeable differences in the beliefs of different religious communities.

Ada Taggar-Cohen
Editor
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1903 3,000 3,000

1917 4,150 2,950

1926 4,894 3,444 140

1931 5,635 4,046 218

1936 7,288 4,346 246

1941 9,095 5,474 339

1947 11,342 5,757 495
1951-52 11,520 4,360 710

1960 17,583 3,041 337

1971 28,312 222 73

[0 O 11 Rosen 1984: 1401
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O 0000000000 DEBEBEBEBD 00
1840 5,000-7,000 p. 10
1897 25,200 p. 10
1907 38,635 p. 10
1917 59,815 p. 10
1927 63,550 p. 10
1937 62,953 p. 10
1947 65,639 p. 10
1949-51 15,000-20,000 p. 218
1948-51 14,895 219000000000
1948-54 15,872 .21 000000000
1949-56 50,000-55,000 p. 221
1956-57 5,000-10,000 40,000-50,000 p. 221
1967 2,500-3,000 p. 221
108001 0 300-400 p. 221
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Joseph Marcus, Social and Political History of Jews in Poland, 1919—1939, Berlin/New
York/Amsterdam 1983, p. 437.

Frangois Guesnet, Polnische Juden im 19. Jahrhundert, K6ln/Weimar/Wien 1998, S. 34f.
Marcus, op.cit., p. 437.

Ibid., p. 392.
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Jewish population Total population

(in thousands) (in thousands)

U.S.SR 1939 3,029 170,557
(Ukrainian SSR) (1,533) (30,946)
(RSFSR) (957) (109,397)
(Belorussian SSR) (375) (5,569)
Poland 1931 3,114 31,916
Lithuania 1923 155 2,029
Latvia 1935 93 1,951
Estonia 1934 4.56 1,126
Rumania 1930 757 18,057
Austria 1934 190 6,760
Czechoslovakia 1930 357 14,730
Hungary 1930 445 8,688
Germany 1933 500 65,218

Joseph Rothschild, East Central Europe between the Two World Wars, Seattle/London 1974.
Dov Levin, The Litvaks, Jerusalem 2000.

Andrew Ezergailis, The Holocaust in Latvia 1941-1944, Riga 1996.

Usiel O. Schmelz, Die demographische Entwicklung der Juden in Deutschland von der Mitte des
19. Jahrhunderts bis 1933, in: Zeitschrift fiir Bevilkerungswissenschaft, Jg. 8, Nr. 1, 1982.
Encyclopaedia Judaica, Jerusalem.

Bcecoro3nas nepenuce Hacenenus 1939 rona: Ocuosusle utoru / [lox pex. YO. A. INonsxosa. M.,
1992.
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Ethnolinguistic-national composition of Poland

1931 1991
Number Percentage Number Percentage

Poles 21,993,000 68.9 [36,194,000] [97.2]
Ukrainians 4,442,000 13.9 [220,000] [0.6]

Ukrainians (3,222,000)

Rusyns (1,220,000)
Lemkos — — [60,000] [0.2]
Jews 2,733,000 8.6 [15,000] [0.0]

Yiddish 2,489,000

Hebrew 244,000
Belorussians 1,697,000 53 [230,000] [0.6]

Belorussians 990,000

Locals 707,000
Germans 741,000 2.3 [400,000] [1.0]
Russians 139,000 0.4 [16,000] [0.0]
Lithuanians 83,000 0.3 [20,000] [0.0]
Czechs 38,000 0.1 [3,000] [0.0]
Slovaks — — [20,000] [0.0]
Gypsies — — [25,000] [0.0]
Macedonians — — [3,000] [0.0]
Greeks — — [3,000] [0.0]
Others 50,000 0.2 [10,000] [0.0]

Total 31,916,000 37,219,000

Sources: Joseph Rothschild, East Central Europe between the Two World Wars (Seattle, 1974), p. 36;

Marek Hotuszko, Sytuacja mniejszosci narodowych w Polsce (Warsaw, 1993), p. 6. Figures in brackets are

estimates; others are drawn from governmental statistics.

Paul Robert Magocsi, Historical Atlas of East Central Europe, Seattle/London 1974, p. 36.

d

a1 oogobodoooooooooooooooboobooooobooboo0oooooDboO

goboO0o0opDi1ei0booooooogsigsseongonooooooooooesnooonon
0 Joseph Rothschild, East Central Europe between the Tiwo World Wars, Seattle/London 1974, p. 36.0
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gooooo 28401 81.40
gooo 290 8.30
gooooo 240 6.90
gooooo 5.20 1.50
oon 6.80 1.90
oo d 3490 100 OO
oboboboooonbg2o003d0e0000O
gboobooooooooie23nd
gooooo 1,701,8630 83.90
gooo 153,7430 7.60
gooooo 65,5990 3.20
gooo 50,4600 2.50
gooo 29,8310 1,40
gooooo 14,2830 0.70
gooooo 4,4210) 0.20
ooo 8,77100 0.50
oo d 2,028,971 100 OO
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Dov Levin, The Litvaks, Jerusalem 2000, p. 128.
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Jews and Armenians in East Central Europe, ca. 1900
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Paul Robert Magocsi, Historical Atlas of East Central Europe, Seattle/London 1974, p. 108.

123



ooo000coz-210000000

god

Ethnolinguistic distribution, ca. 1900
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Magocsi, op. cit., p. 99.
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Poland in the 20th century
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Magocsi, op. cit., p. 131.
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